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ROUNDUP 

The assault on advertising 
Censorship of ads is a distu:rbing new trend 

During the 15 years the Student 
Press Law Center Report has 

been in existence, we have spent 
many pages covering the battles 
for press freedom being fought on 
high school and College campuses. 
Typically, our stories have focused 
on efforts by students to deter
mine for themselves what will 
appear on the news and editorial 
pages of their publications. 

The cover stories in this issue of 
the Report describe the same bat
tle but on a different front: the 
space devoted to advertising. 
Across the nation high school and 
college journalists are confronting 
censorship of advertisements by 
school officials, student govern
ments, state legislatures and even 
Congress that are just as much a 
threat to the independence of their 
publications as censorship of a 
frontpage story would be. And 
unfortunately, some who profess 
to be supporters of press freedom 
think this censorship is just fine 
because "it's only advertising." 

The assault on advenising has 
several serious negative effects on 
the student press. The first and 
most obvious is the economic 
impact. for every advertisement 

censored from a student newspa
per, magazine or yearbook, reve
n ue is lost that pays for the 
editorial space in the publication. 

Some publications are reporting 
losses of thousands of dollars as a 
result of ads that have been cen
sored. And for every ad dollar 
lost, there is less room for the 
news and infomtation that the 
publication is there to provide. 

But the advertising is important 
in its own right as well. Many 
publications see their advertising 
space as the commercial equiva
lent of letters to the editor, an 
opportunity for the community 
members to convey their own 
news, views and infonnation to 
the publication's readers. Censor
ing advertisements means the 
public has less infomtation than it 
would otherwise have had. It 
means the government is acting as 
"Big Brother" and deciding what 
people should and should not read 
instead of letting them read what 
they want and decide for them
selves what to make of it If there 
is any notion contrary to the ideas 
behind the First Amendment, that 
one certainly is. 

And most importantly, adver
tising censorship takes away from 

student journalists the important 
lessons learned from making diffi
cult decisions. The commercial 
press makes decisions each day 
about controversial or Questiona
ble ads, and if working on a stu
dent publication is intended to be 
training for the "real world," stu
dents should be learning to decide 
for themselves what ads are ap
propriate for their publications 
and their readers. 

For those of you feeling threat
ened by censorship on your adver
tising pages, be willing to fight for 
the freedom to make your own 
advertising decisions. Show your 
critics that you have developed 
your own policies about adverti� 
ing acceptability and that you are 
just as concerned as they are 
about running "responsible" ads. 
But let them know that you will 
never willingly accept their 
censorship of advertisements for 
legal products or services because 
you believe in the First Amend

ment and all it stands for. 

It looks as if the battle is just 
beginning. But rest assured that 
the Student Press Law Center will 
be behind you every step of the 
way . •  

r---------------------------------�-------------------------------- -------------� 

Looking for a liLLie attention? 
The Scholostlc Press Freedom Aword Is given each yeot to the high school or 

c04lege shJdent or student newt medium that has demonstrated outstanding 
support tor the Fnt Amendmoot rights ot ltudents. The award Is $p()()$CJf'&d by 
the National Scholastic Press Asaoclatlon/Assocloted Collegiate Press. 

Nominations tOf the award ore accepted untn August 1 ot each yeot' and 
Ihouid cleorty explain why the nominee deserves the award 0Ild provide 
supporting material. A nominee should demonstrate a responsible rep(esento
lion of press treedom fhrough WTltIng or ocf1ons and the ability to robe dlft\cuIf 
and necessory Issues In news coverage. 

Send nomlnotons to: 

Spring 1990 

Scholastic Press Freedom Award 
Student Press Law Center 

, 735 Eye Street. NW 
Slife 5Q.4 

Woehlngton, DC 20006 
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ADVERTISING 

NOW ads create controversy 
Catholic universities squelch abortion rights efforts; 
schools say pro-choice issue violates church morality 
Student journalists at two Catho
lic universities have faced threats, 
suspensions and censorship be
cause of National Organization for 
Women ads supporting November 
abortion rights rallies. 

At Marquette University in 
Wisconsin, the journalism school 
dean fired an adviser and sus
pended two students from their 
positions on the Marquette Tri
bune following publication of the 
NOW ad in the Nov. 1 0  issue of 
the Tribune. 

Judy Reidl was fired from her 
position as the business manager. 
Students Greg Myers, editor in 
chief of the Tribune, and Brian 
Kristofek, advertising director of 
student publications, were sus
pended from their positions for 
the rest of the school semester. 

However, Myers said that be
cause the journalism faculty and 
the student government appealed 
the decision, the university allow
ed the students to return to their 
positions after J 5 days. 

Reidl did not get her job back. 
She filed a grievance against the 
university and threatened to sue. 
However, she agreed to an out-of
court settlement with the universi
ty in December. She will continue 
to receive her pay until she finds 
another job or until her contract 
runs out in August, and the uni
versity has made a "small pay
ment" to help her with job 
hunting. 

The settlement also required 
the university to write a press 
release acknowledging that "Judy 
Reidl was acting in good faith 
according to the written guidelines 
for implementation in existence at 
that time." 

Myers wrote a personal apology 
to the president, vice president, 
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academic vice president and assis
tant to the dean. He wrote that he 
was sorry if the school's reputa
tion had been hurt by the inci
dent. At the request of university 
officials, Myers printed the letter 
in the paper. 

Despite writing the apology, 
Myers does not believe that run
ning the ad was in violation of the 
university's policy at the time. 

"Under our policy the ad 
should have run," Myers said. 
"We discussed it for five minutes. 
There was no controversy ." 

The policy had been changed in 
the spring of 1 989 after the uni
versity complained about a differ
ent ad that had run in the 
Tribune. The change said that the 
board of student editors would act 
on behalf of Marquette University 
in deciding whether to accept or 
reject any advertising. 

Reidl was on the committee 
that decided to make the change 
in the policy, and she said that the 
committee specifically avoided in
serting a clause that would have 
required student editors to make 
their decisions based on Catholic 
doctrine. 

She said that students at the 
university are not all Catholic, 
and there are no requirements that 
anyone on the Tribune staff be 
Catholic. 

"We didn't view ourselves as a 
Catholic paper, but as a student 
paper," Reidl said. 

However, this change in policy 
seemed to be the university's rea
son for firing Reidl and suspend
ing Myers and Kristofek. 

Myers said that he knew of the 
change, but did not think it re
quired him to handle advertising 
any differently. 

"On the surface I didn't think 
[the change] meant anything," 

Myers said. " I'm not convinced 
anyone knows what it means." 

A list of ads that needed to be 
considered by the board of student 
editors under the policy guidelines 
included "abortion services." 
However, the list began with the 
statement, "This list is for pur
poses of discussion only! It is not 
a list of forbidden ads!" 

Sharon Murphy, dean at Mar
quette's journalism school, said in 
a letter to journalism alumni that 
because the ad was a violation of 
the Catholic Church's teaching on 
abortion Reidl and the students 
on the staff should have brought 
the ad to her for approval. 

Murphy wrote, "[Reidl] should 
have put a hold on the ad and 
brought it to me for review, as has 
regularly been done in the past 
when questionable ads were con
sider:ed." 

Reidl, who had worked for the 
university for seven years, said, 
"Nowhere in the policy did it say 
that these ads had to be brought to 
the dean." 

However, Reidl said that in the 
past some potentially controver
sial ads had been shown to Mur
phy before the paper was 
distributed. 

Reidl said that this was done 
only as a courtesy to Murphy so 
that if angry phone cal ls were 
made to the dean's office follow
ing publication, Murphy would 
have a basis for discussing the ad 
with the caller. 

Since the publication of the ad, 
the policy has had another revi
sion. Now students and advisers 
must submit "sensitive" ads to the 
Jean for anom v:!! 

"Students have lost so much," 
Reidl says of the new policy. "The 
new policy has eliminated their 
ability to determine the advertis-
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ing content of the paper. It's sup
posed to be a learning experience." 

However, Murphy stressed in 
her letter that the editorial content 
of the newspaper will remain in 
the hands of the students. 

At Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C., editor in chief 
of the student newspaper Timothy 
Aynn notified a "Iow-Ievel" uni
versity official of the staffs inten
tion to print a NOW ad. When a 
higher ranking official was told of 
the staffs decision, the university 
asked Aynn to wait before print
ing the ad. 

In response to the university'S 
request, the newspaper staff with
held the ad from the Nov. 3 issue 
of The Hoya, a bi-weekly publica
tion. When campus officials or
dered them not to print the ad at 
all, editors voted to ignore the 
decision and print the ad in the 
Nov. 10 issue. 

Aynn said that Jack DeGioia, 
dean of students, told him that the 
school could take sanctions 
against lhe paper, including a one 
year suspension, if he printed lhe 
ad. With that in mind The Hoya's 
staff decided not to publish thal 
issue of the paper, rather than 
publish it without the ad. 

Renee DeVigne. assistant dean 
of students, speaking on behalf of 
DeGioia, said that there were no 
threats made against the paper or 
its staff, but DeGioia had certain 
options available to him if the 
students ran the ad. 

OeVigne said that DeGioia 
could have suspended the editor, 
taken funding away from the pa
per or done nothing. She said he 
ne"er had to decide what to do 
because the students chose not to 
publish the issue. 

The Voice, Georgetown's other 
student newspaper, and The Hoya 
published a joint issue about the 
controversy, and then agreed not 
to publish again until the dispute 
was settled. 

When university officials decid
ed to appoint a team of faculty 
members and students to examine 
the rules governing the university 
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media. the papers began pub
lishing again. 

Aynn said the university has 
not censored the paper since the 
November incident, and he does 
not ex.pect it to be a problem in 
the future. 

If he was in the same situation 
again, Flynn said thal he would 
print the NOW ad, but he does set 
limits to what he will publish. 

"We reject ads every day," 
Flynn said citing term paper and 
escort services as types of ads that 
are generally not accepted for pub
lication. 

At The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.. a 

ADVERTISING 

NOW ad was printed in the Nov. 
3 issue of the Tower with relative
ly little reaction from university 
officials. 

Christine Laciak, editor of the 
Tower, said that the university's 
main response was a critical letter 
to the editor from the vice presi
dent for student life. 

The only other response on the 
part of the university has been to 
reinstate the Median Council, an 
advisory group comprised of stu
dents, faculty and professionals in 
journalism. Laciak does not ex
pect the group to impose 

continued on page 6 

Stand Up. 
Be Counted. 

While You Still Have the Choice. 
• 

Your right to choose is in jeopardy: 

• George Bush, bowing to pressure from the far r!gh.t-continu� to 
veto pro-choice legislation supported by the majority of Amencans� 

• The U.S. Supreme Court is set to hear three new cases calculated to 
further erode Roe v. Wade. 

• State legislatures all across America are poised to further restrict 
abortions. 

On Sunday, November 12, Americans will take action to dramatize our 
support for the right to choose, to demand that this funda�enlal 
American freedom be protected. to demonstrate that we Will never go 
back to the days when abortion was illegal. 

Stand up with us on November 12, when America mobi lizes for. 
women's lives. 

Add Your Voice to Choice. There will be a 
rally at the State Capitol. For � ore . 
information, please contact DIck Withers 
at 414-27l-8045. 

The IJIllcb debated pro-cboice ad appeared In the No'f. 10 I!Isue of the Mllr'fW(te T,u./W.. 
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cOnJinURCi from page 5 

censorship on university publica
tions. 

Laciak said that because of the 
political nature of the ad, she 
oonsidered it to be protected 
speech, and she said similar ads 
might be run in the future . 

Young Americans for Freedom, 
a student organization at Catholic 
University saw the ad as a viola
tion of Catholic principles. 

laciak said that on Nov. 6 the 
group gathered outside a building 
where a studen t-faculty meeting 
was scheduled. They came 
equipped with garbage bags full of 
copies of the Tower, a foil-wra� 
ped waste basket and plans to 
burn the papers in protest of the 
publication of the NOW ad. 

After discussing their plans 
with faculty members, the group 
decided to call off the fire and to 
air their grievances at the student
faculty meeting. 

In the face of all the controver
sy, the National Organization for 
Women has not remained silent. 

Responding to the ad's reject
ion by administrators at George
town, Molly Yard, president of 
NOW, said, " Admi nistrators of 
Catholic u niversities are seeking 
to stifle the raging debate among 
Catholics on the issue of abortion. 

"These universities should en
courage a free-exchange of ideas 
and al low students to make up 
their own minds on this and other 
controversial issues. A university, 
of all places, if it is to truly edu
cate, must allow free dialogue on 
all subj ects." 

The week that the Tower pub
lished the controversial ad, ad
m i n i st r a t o r s  a t  C a t h o l i c  
University cancelled a scheduled 
speech by Yard. 

Yard responded by saying. "It 
is sad that a university located 
right in the nation's capital would 
forbid the airing of an issue that is 
at the center of American political 
debate. It is not i n  the academic 
spirit or the American spirit to 
practice censorship." • 
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Marquette scraps condom ad 

WISCONSIN - The censorship 
of advertising at Marquette Uni
versity became an issue for the 
second time in one month last 
November when copies of Cam
pus Vision, a magazine usually 
inserted in college newspapers, 
was instead distributed to local 
merchants with "censored by MU 
page 39" hand printed on the 
cover. 

In the wake of a controversy 
surrounding the publication of a 
pro-choice ad, student editors at 
the Marquette Tribune dedded 
Campus Vision would require re
view by the dean of the journa
l ism school before bei ng 
distributed with the Tribune. The 
magazine contained a condom ad 
on page 39. 

Stephanie Walters, a fonner ed
itorial board member at Mar
q u e tt e ,  s a y s  s h e  fo u n d  
approxi mately one thousand of 
the magazines in a trash dumpster 
and decided to distribute them. 

Walters said she enlisted the 
help of several other people who 
wrote "censored by MU page 39" 
on the cover before distributing 
the magazines around the city of 
Marquette. 

Walters said she received per
mission from the circulation man
ager at Campus Vision before 
taking action. 

Greg Myers, editor in chief at 
the Tribune, maintains that the 
magazines had not been approved 
or denied. and he said they were 
still sitting in the publication's 
offices, not the dumpster, when 
Walters took them. 

The magazine was eventually 
rejected as an insert by the dean of 
the college of communications, 
journalism , and perfonning arts 
after Walters had already distrib
uted them, according to Myers. 

Myers fired Walters for "in
volvement in the defacement and 
distribution of university prop
erty." • 

', ' -
.. , ', 
'�:�. '. h .' . -
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Free press: 
Catholics talk 
student rights 

INDIANA - About 125 stu
dents from 42 Catholic colleges 
and universities discussed is
sues of academic freedom at the 
first meeting of the National 
Association of Students at Cath
olic Colleges and Universities. 

The newly formed group 
held its first meeting at the 
University of Notre Dame in 
early February. The organiza
tion's president, David Kin
koph, said that general issues 
relating to academic freedom 
were discussed. He expects fu
ture meetings to address more 
specific topics including press 
freedom at Catholic schools. 

Kinkoph, a senior biology 
and theology major at Notre 
Dame, said he does not think 
there is a problem with free
dom of expression at Notre 
Dame, but he suspects that 
students at other Catholic col
leges and universities may have 
greater restrictions placed on 
their freedom. 

"There's no forum for [stu
dents at Catholic schools] to 
express their views on issues 
that affect Catholic campuses," 
Kinkoph said. 

The group has sent out a 
survey to students on Catholic 
campuses to try and find out 
what issues need to be ad
dressed, Kinkoph said. 

National meetings will be 
held once a year, but at the 
regional level Kinkoph expects 
meetings to be held twice a 
year. 

The meeting was advertised 
through mailings to student 
body presidents at Catholic col
leges. No representatives of the 
student media were present, 
Kinkoph said .• 
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GA Y. LESBIAN AND BISEXUAL 
YOUTH GROUP 

We invite you to join our wukly discussion group tvtry 
Saturday from noon to 3:00 p.m. Call our HELP-lint for 
more information or just to talk . . .  We 11't htl't' 

vSIIIL 
Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League 

1228 17th St., N.W. (near Dupont Circle Metro) 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

office 202-296-0221 

,HELP-line {202} 466-9030 

Wed. 7-10 p.m.; Sat. 3:30-6:30 

The Sexual Minority Yoath Asslstaace Leape ad was submitted to 79 area schools. 

Gay ad rejected 
Homosexual youth group ad nixed from student paper 
VIRGINIA - Conflict between 
student journalists and the Fairfax 
County community surfaced when 
an Annandale High School princi
pal banned an advertisement for a 
gay youth group. 

After an appeal to school super
intendent E. Wayne Harris, the 
advertisement appeared in a later 
issue of the student newspaper 
The A Blast. Nevertheless, Annan
dale High School was one of only 
15 newspapers that initially pub
lished the advertisement in their 
paper. The ad, sponsored by 
Washington's SexuaL Minority 
Yo uth A s s i s t a n c e  League 
(SMYAL), was submitted to 79 
area high schools. 

The ad provides information on 
upcoming gatherings for gay, lesbi
an and bisexual young people and 
a HELP-line available for more 
information and counseling. 

Currently, a petition is being 
circulated among several Fairfax 
County communities protesting 
the advertisement and calling the 
ad destructive to traditional fami
ly values. Julie Morrissey, the 

general coordinator of SMY AL, 
said that the petition, orginated by 
Sam Erikson of the Christian Le
gal Service in Maryfield, Va., con
tained factual errors about the 
purpose of the group. 

"Just the fact that I had to do 
research in order to find anything 
out about the petition's source 
tells me it was probably motivated 
by one person's views on the 
subject of homosexuality," Mor
rissey said. 

The problem initially received 
local publicity after the student 
business manager of Annandale 
High School's student paper Matt 
McGuire and editor Margie 
Brown argued over whether to 
accept �he advertisement. Despite 
a staff vote showing that a majori· 
ty favored its publication, princi· 
pal Ray Watson refused to allow 
the paper to run the ad. 

McGuire said that Watson's 
original decision was based on 
conservative community stan
dards, personal beliefs and the 
recent Hazelwood decision. 

continued on page 10 
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Schools reject alcohol advertising 
Advertising restrictions deprive students of editorial control 

WASHINGTON. D.C.-A Con· 
gressional bill to li mit alcohol 
advertising in college publications 
died in November, but student 
newspapers across the country are 
still battling efforts to restrict their 
advertising freedom. 

A biU, introduced by Sen. Jeff 
Bingaman (D-N. M.) in October 
and passed unanimously by the 
Senate, would have forced schools 
to adopt policies lim iting alcohol 
advertising to price and product 
identification information. After 
subsequent a mendmen ts that 
weakened the bill, the House 
failed to approve its provisions 
and a House--Senate conference 
committee excluded the language 
altogether. 

But college students from Chico 
State University in California , 
James Madison University in 
Harrisburg, Va., the University of 
California at Los Angeles and the 
University of Scranton in Pennsyl
vania claim that pressure to limit 
alcohol advertis ing in their news
papers is far from over. 

Concerned with Chico State 
University'S "party school" repu
tation, university president Robin 
Wilson urged staff members of the 
Orion student newspaper to devise 
a new alcohol advertising policy. 
Hennan A. Ellis, Assistant Vice 
President for Student Life, said 
that Wilson's pressure to create 
the advertising policy was the 
result of the president's fears that 
advertisements for drink specials 
and alcohol·related events, as well 
as the use of the Chico State logo 
in the ads, was promoting irre
sponsible drinking. 

"Wilson wanted to change the 
stereotype placed on Chico State 
as a wild, drinking school. He 
knew he couldn't say 'stop adver
tising alcohol-period. '  And he 
couldn't just single out alcohol 
advertising, especially the adver-
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tising that appears in student pa
pers," Ellis said. 

Under Wilson's supervision, 
student staff members of the Orion 
were instructed to create their own 
alcohol advertising policy. Their 
guidelines included m inim iz ing 
references to a lcohol in advertise
ments, deleting advertisements for 
drink sales or bar specials and 
publishing ads encouraging re
sponsib le drinking. Students must 
also refuse ads which feature the 
Chico State name or logo in asso-
ciation with alcoho l . El lis said that 
the paper's appearance and mood 
is markedly changed and that eco
nomic problems have occurred 
with the policy. 

"The biggest problem has come 
with the advertising contracts the 
Orion has �ith Local distributors. 
They still have to honor those 
contracts . Students have to say 
' no' to new distributors who wish 
to ad vertise alcohol, wh ile running 
ads from other companies. That is 
someth ing I know students are not 
ha ppy about but will just have to 
work out," Ellis said. 

Students on the Orion staff 
expressed mixed feelings on the 
new policy. Advertising sales rep
resentative Jeff Cook said that he 
felt Wilson's influence in the 
Orion 's advertising policy was 
stronger than necessary . 

"1 know Wilson's intentions are 
good. 1 hate Chico State's party 
school image, too. And I take my 
academics seriously. But when 
Wilson forced the staff to draw up 
the new policy, it really hurt busi· 
ness. I think a lot of the rules are 
unnecessary and silly," Cook said. 

Advertising art director Stewart 
Williams said that the new policy 
has produced secretive and ambig
uous advertising and that policy 
lim itations have caused the news
paper to lose several local ac
counts. 

"[Staff members) have bad to 
come up with ways to hide what is 
being advertised. Instead of adver· 
tising a drink special our ads are 
beginning to say things like 'secret 
event Thursday night' or 'surprise 
special.'  We've lost some big ac
counts from local bars because of 
the policy," Williams said. 

Students at the University of 
Scranton experienced similar 
problems when students placed an 
advertisement in their newspaper, 
The Aquinas, highlighting the 
staffs annual fundraiser. Nick
named "The Basket of Cheer," the 
fundraiser involved raffling off a 
basket of alcoholic beverages do
nated by ten local bars. Maria 
Ferranti, the paper's editor in 
chief, said that the advertisement 
was clearly directed toward stu
dents of legal drinking age. 

"The event was a tradition, 
so mething that was advertised be
fore. But the administration felt 
that it encouraged irresponsible 
drinking, though, so around No
vember we were instructed to 
come up with some kind of adver· 
tising policy that would distin
guish between persuasive drinking 
advertisements . . .  and direct alco
hol ads, "  Ferranti said. 

The school administration re
jected the staff's first draft of an 
alcohol advertising policy. Ferran· 
ti says that she felt the administra· 
tion was unwilling to give The 
Aquianas significant responsibility. 

"The administration felt that 
we'd been given too much respon· 
sibility. They rejected our ad poli· 
cy because of this, and because 
they had some ideas of their own 
about what should and should not 
be permitted. They did say that 
our policy was a good start.," Fer· 
ranti said. 

Ferranti added that the school's 
vice president of student affairs 
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was trying to extend the policy to 
include the paper's advertisements 
for cigarette rolling papers and 
related items. 

"(The administra tion I is com
ing up with a new drug policy in 
advertising. I'm sure our advertis
ing will be affected," Ferranti said. 

Members of The Daily Bruin, 
UCLA's student newspaper, ex
pressed frustrated confusion when 
their schoo l's administration 
linked a university doctor's com
plaints of irresponsible drinking to 
the paper's advertisements. Editor 
Tiley Chao said that Dr. Ed Weis
meier began pressuring the staff to 
cease its alcohol advertising after 
treating a number of students for 
intoxicat ion at the college health 
center. 

Chao sa id that no clear policy 
has been implemented yet. The 
paper has set general guidelines 
regarding alcohol ads. 

"No policy has been imple-

mented yet, and we're nOl really 
clear on what we should or should 
not be advertising. I'm a little 
unhappy with Dr. Weismeier's 
suggestion that the advertising in 
our paper promotes irresponsible 
drinking. The product is out there, 
people are go ing to get it regard
less. If we don't advertise, other 
media sources will," said Chao. 

Chao said that her solution to 
Weismeier's pressure to ban the 
paper's alcohol advertising is to 
include positive messages in or 
near such advertising which pro
mote safe, responsible drinking. 

On a larger scale, students at 
James Madison University in Vir
ginia have lost nearly $10,000 in 
advertis ing revenue as a result of 
laws implemented by Virginia's 
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) 
Board. The state agency regulates 
liquor licensing and alcohol adver
tising. State regulation s include 
restrictions on alco hol advertising 
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in student publicalions. Brian 
Po vinelli, the business manager of 
James Madison's student newspa
per The BreeZ£', said that the regu
lations are vague. The staff sought 
legal counsel when their letters to 
the ABC, asking for clarification 
of such laws were virtually ig
nored." 

"We had lost so much advertis
ing money from local convenience 
stores that we felt we had to know 
what exactly we could and could 
not do. We called the Student 
Press Law Center, which wrote 
letters [to the ABC] on The Breeze's 
behalf. The response has not been 
good," Povinelli said. 

When staff members of the 
paper received little response from 
the ABC, they decided to file suit. 
The Washington, D.C., firm of 
Crowell and Moring has expressed 
an interest in representing the 
students. They hope to file a com
plaint in the next few months . •  

Congressional bill proposes ban on tobacco ads 

WASHINGTON, D .C.-Provi
sions in a recently proposed Con
gressional bill called the "Tobacco 
Product Education and Health 
Protection Act of 1990" could 
prevent students f ro m adverti sing 
certain products in their newspa
pers. 
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The new bill, introduced in 
February by Rep. Jim Bates (D
Calif.), would prohibit the adver
tising of tobacco products in pub
lications "directed primarily to 
those under 2l years of age, in
cluding school, college, or univer
sity media ...... A publi cation is 

said to be directed toward minors 
if five percent of its readership is 
under 21. 

The bill also includes limita
tions on tobacco advertisi ng with
in 500 feet of educational 
establishments normally used by 
those under 21. 

Barry Lynn, the American Civil ., 
Libenies Union's (ACLU) legis-
lati ve counsel, said that the bill's 
restrictions violate basic First 
Amendment rights. 

"The bill, in itself, seems ridic
ulous and dangerous. Popular 
magazines like Sports Illustrated 
and Rolling Stone are considered 
to be targeted at minors. Yet we 
know that a wide range of people 
of all ages read these magazines," 
Lynn said. 

"The ACLU is oppo sed to the 
bill for the basic reason that it 
interferes with press freedom. 
(The bill] is leaving the decision of 
determining readership of all mag-

cOnJinued on page 10 
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continuedfrom page 9 

azines to the federal government. 
That's way too much discretion 
and power of judgement on their 
part," 

Lynn added that the bill also 
violated First Amendment rights 
by allowing the government to 
determine which advertisements a 
student publication may display 
and wbich it may not. 

"Tbe ACLU certainly does not 
agree with the substance of these 
advertisements, but right or 
wrong, we have to defend the right 
to advertise," he said. 

Gloria Freeland, the president 
of College and Newspaper Busi
ness and Advertising Managers 
(CNBAM), expressed concern 
over the idea that government 
might take editorial decision-mak
ing out of students' hands. 

"It [tobacco] is a legal product 
and [tobacco advertisers have) the 
right to advertise in any newspa
per. I don ' t  th ink that student 
newspapers will be economica lly 
hurt by a ban on tobacco advertis
ing. I think the damage would be 
in taking these (con tent) decisions 
out of student's hands," Freeland 
said. 

Gay Ads 
cOnJinuedfrom page 7 

McGuire said he agreed with Wat
son's decision as well as the re
strictions the principal placed on 
students' First Amendment rights. 

McGuire resigned his posi tion 
after the incident, expressing con
cern over local reaction to the ad 
and told the Washington Post that 
he feIt community advertisers 
would shy away from publishing 
in a paper with the gay advertise
ment. 

"What sort of position do we 
want to have i n  the communi ty? 
The idea of being associated with 
gays and lesbians , it bothers m e," 
McGuire said. 

"The Hazelwood ruling is law, 
and I respect that. I believe the 
[original] decision was fair. If the 
school is acting as the paper's 
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The ACLU is also fighting a 
related bill, introduced by Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), which 
would allow individual state gov
ernments to control the size, color 
and prominence of health warn
ings placed in or near tobacco 
advertisements. 

"If this is allowed to go on, 
health warnings would take up 
space that paying [advertisers] 
might use," Lynn said. 

Despite the Bates bill's spon
sors, which include 1 0  House 
members, Lynn is confident that 
the House bill's First Amendmen t 
implications will halt its passage . 

" The ACLU is hopeful and 
confident that the bill isn't going 
to go any further than it has the 
last two times it's been introduced 
during the last two congressional 
sessions. It's a lready died twice," 
he said. 

Lynn attributed the ACLU's 
success to the congressional sup
port received from government 
coalitions, private interest groups 
and individual testimony. 

The American Advertising 
Agency Association (AAAA) is 
also working against the bill's pas.. 
sage. According to Hal Shoop, 
executive vice president of the 

publisher, then they have a say in 
what goes into i t," McGuire said. 

McGuire said that his own be
liefs regarding the paper's adver
tising opposed editor Margie 
Brown's more liberal approach . 

4'The orieinal decision was 
baaed on homophobic 
attitudes. I think runnm, 

the ad reflects a better 
attitude toward nee 
pre ..... 

editor Martie Brown 

" Personally, I don't th ink that 
i t's appropriate to run an ad dis.. 
playi ng sexual behavior. Also, as 
business manager, [ thi nk it wou ld 
wreck havoc on the paper's adver-

assocLatlOn, these regulations ig
nore the goals of most effective 
advertising by controlling the 
place and amount of space such 
companies are allowed for their 
advertising. Shoop said that the 
AAAA's biggest concern is the 
more active bill, introduced by 
Sen. Kennedy. If passed, Shoop 
said that the bill's regulations 
would totally stifle companies 
freedom to advertise. 

" Kennedy's bill is the tough 
one. It's a very active bill, more SO 
than Bates', First, the federal gov
ernment was given the authority to 
set standards for health warnings. 
The federal government was very 
specifi<;: about them," Shoop said. 

"Then the Kennedy bill comes 
along and says that nothing in this 
act sh aU prevent state and local 
governments from adding additio
nal restrictions. State governments 
a re gi ven far too much power, and 
it infringes upon companies free
dom to advertise effectively." 

Shoop said that the AAAA is 
worried about the unconstitutiona
lity of the bills, and emphasized 
their relati on to the freedom to 
advertise lD student publica
tions. _ 

tising section. I'm sure that Mar
gie will give you an ear ful l  of the 
opposi te viewpoint. We disagreed 
on the matter. I know many of the 
staff members agreed with Mar
gie's point of view," he said. 

Brown said that the principal 
did not have a valid reason for 
censoring the ad and defended 
student rights to free speech. 

"You can't allow some ads to 
run and not others. It's cenwr
ship. The ad was not inappro
priate by any standards and I'm 
really happy irs going in the pa
per," Brown said. 

"The original decision was 
based on homophobic attitudes. I 
think the decision to run the ad 
reflects a better attitude toward 
free press - not the newspaper's 
attitude toward homosexuality." • 
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Court okays pregnancy ad ban 
Censorship allowed when 'viewpoint neutral' 

NEV ADA - A federal court of 
appeals has upbeld the right of a 
public school dis trict to ban preg
nancy-related advertising from 
school-sponsored student publica
tions because the publications 
were not "public forums" and the 
regulation was "viewpoint neutral." 

In an October decision in  
Planned Parenthood of Southern 
Nevada v. Clark County School 
Dis/rict. 887 F.2d 935 (9th Cir. 
( 989), the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit found that 
Clark County's refusal to publish 
advertisements fo r Planned Par
enthood in its school pu blications 
is not unconstitutional. The court 
affirmed an April 1 988 ruling of a 
federal district court in Nevada in 
which the court said the then-new 
Hazelwood decision required it to 
rule in favor of the school district. 

But in upholding the ad ban. 
the court pointed out some limita
tions in the control school officials 
could exercise over student publi
cati ons under the Hazelwood deci
sion.  

A central issue on appeal in
volved what type of "forums" 
existed in the school district's 
pu blications. Publ ications that 
have been designated "by policy 
or practice" as "public foru ms" or 
"foru ms for student expression" 
are accorded the strongest First 
Amendment protections and were 
exempted from the limitations of 
the Hazelwood decision. The court 
said the forum status of the stu
dent publications at Clark County 
was a question of law that it had 
to determi ne. 

However, the court found that 
the school district had not created 
public foru ms in its publications. 
The court compared Clark Coun
ty's publications to the student 
newspaper involved in  the Ha
zelwood case and said i t  found 
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" ,  .. there are certain Firat 

Amendment iUUM that 
the appellate court failed 
to acknowle�e here." 

Attorney Mark 
Brandenburl' 

many similari ties. 
The school district's policy "in

vests pri nci pals with broad au
thority and discretion to control 
the content of advertisements ap
peari ng i n  these publications," the 
court wrote. The fact that produc
tion of the publications was part 
of the district's curri culum also 
demonstra ted to the court that the 

district did not show "s clear 
inten t to create a public forum 
with respect to its newspapers and 
yearboo ks. " 

Given that the district's publi
cations were not public foru ms, 
the district could place restrictions 
on their content if they were " rea
sonable and viewpoint neutral," 
the court said. 

Because the court found that 
the ban was agai nst all pregnancy
related advertising and not specif
ically directed at Planned Parent
hood, and because it said the 
school had an interest in remain
ing neutral on the su bject of fa mi
ly planning, it found the restric
tion permissible. 

Despite the fact that the adver
tising restriction was upheld by 
the court, the case raised some 
important safe harbors for student 
publ ications suffering post-Ha
zelwood censorship. First, the 
court left open the possibility that 
a publication which had been des
ignated, by school policy or prac
tice, as a forum for student 
expression would be free from the 
restrictions of Hazelwood. The 
court also made clear that even 
for non-foru m publications, 
school officials could only censor 
when they could show that their 
restrictions are not in ten ded to 
censor particular viewpoi nts. 

But attorneys for Planned Par
enthood still believe the decision 
leaves much to be desired. They 
have asked the court to rehear the 
case and have initial indications 
that the coun might be receptive 
to their request. 

"It is our concern and belief 
that tbere are certain First 
Amendment issues that the appel
late court failed to acknowledge 
here," Mark Brandenburg, attor· 
ney for Planned Parenthood, 
said . 
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Court ruling exempts paper from Hazelwood 
NEW YORK - Administrators 
have less editorial control over 
student newspapers that are cre
ated outside of the classroom, a 
U.S. district conn judge ruled in 
November, freeing some extra 
curricular publications from Ha
zelwood's grasp. 

Michael Romano, as the former 
faculty adviser of Port Richmond 
High School's student newspaper, 

is preparing to claim that the 
paper is a "public forum" for 
students, which would further dis
tinguish the case from Hazelwood. 
He awaits a hearing for his lawsuit 
against the school district. 

The Crow's Nest adviser ftIed 
suit  against school district officials 
when he was removed from his 
adviser position by principal 
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Margaret Harrington in 1 984. 
Romano was reassigned when 

the newspaper published an editcr
rial by a student j ournalist de· 
nouncing the move to create a 
federal holiday on Martin Luther 
King Jr:s birthday, wi thout run
ning opposing editorials. Harri ng· 
ton said that Romano bad not 
demonstrated "balanced reporting. "  

Romano sued on behalf of the 
student reporters, claiming that 
his rem oval prevented them from 
exercising their rights to free 
speech . 

U.S. District Ju dge Raymond 1. 
Dearie ruled on two occasio ns 
tha t administrators have less edi
toria l control over The Crow's 
Nest because the paper does not fit 
Hazelwood's description of a cur-

ric war activity. Dearie's ruling 
stated that the student newspaper 
in Hazelwood was '<taught during 
regular class hOUTS . . . .  " The only 
students who wrote for and edited 
[Hazelwood's newspaper1 were 
tbose who elected to enroll in 
Journalism II. For their efforts, 

the Journalism II students re· 
ceived both academic credits 
[and] a grade,

" 

His opinion in Romano v. Har
rington said that the editorial con
trol by school officials allowed in 
Hazelwood applied only to news
papers that are part of tbe scbool's 

cuniculu m. 

The Craw's Nest was produced 
independent of class, rendering it 
an extra curricular activity, the 
coun said. Dearie denied the 
school district's req uest for a dis
missal of the case, and ordered i t  
to go to trial. No date had been set 
as of press time. 

Despite Dearie's ruling, the 
Hazelwood decision could still af
fect Romano's case. Recently, the 
case was referred to Judge Spall 
who, Romano feels, may decide 
that Hazelwood covers all student 
pUblications, curricular as well as 
extracurricular. Romano said he 
will remain optimistic unless the 
case is appealed to a higher court. 

" If Spatt's views are anythi ng 
like Dearie's, we're all set. Should 
the case be referred to a higher 
coun, I'm afraid that either it will 
never receive attention, or that 
Hazelwood will be heavily relied 
upon," 

said Romano. 

Romano said tha t his attorney, 
Paul Janis, will also try to prove 
that the newspaper was in fact a 
public forum. If Romano can 
prove that the student newspaper, 
unlike the one at Hazelwood East 
High School, was a public forum, 
another key element could loosen 
the decision's hold on Port Rich
mond High School. Since the Ha
zelwood defi nition of "public 
forum" remains vague, Janis said 
the judge could likely rule in Ro
mano's fa vor . •  
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Free press laws draw support 
State bills receive committee attention 

COLORA.DO-lf Sen. Pat Pascoe 
(R-Denver) has her way, students 
will be enjoying greater press free
dom in Colorado's public schools 
by next faIl. 

The state's student free press 
bill, introduced by Pascoe, passed 
both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives during the 1 990 
legislative session. Having re
ceived minor changes in the 
House Judiciary Committee, the 
bill was assigned to the House
Senate Conference Committee for 
approval. 

Fran Henry, a board member of 
the Colorado High School Press 
Association, said that the bill's 
overwhelming passaae in the 
House committee by a vote of 42-
21  was the result of traditional 
"grassroots lobbying" by the bill's 
cosponsors Sen. Dennis Gallagher 
(R-Denver), Rep. Jeanne Adkins 
(R-Parker) and the Colorado High 
School Press Association. 

"We really worked together on 
this one," Henry said, "It was one 
of the m ost ed ucational experi
ences we've ever had," Henry 
said. 

Henry added that the groups 
were continuing to notify Colora
do schools to draw support for the 
bill. 

"We haven't given up the ship 
yet, " she said . •  

HAWAII - Despite repeated 
effons by Sen . Norman Mi tzugu
chi (D-Pearl City) to draw support 
from high school journalism stu
dents and newspaper staffs 
throughout the state, Hawaii's stu
dent free press bill died after its 
initial reading in the Senate Edu
cation Committee . 

Mitzuguchi reintroduced the 
bill in January of 1 990 after a 
similar version pc ;sed both the 
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Senate and the House o f  Repre
sentatives last year by overwhelm
ing margins, only to be vetoed by 
Gov. John Waihee during the 
1989 session. Waihee openly ad
mitted that he supported the Ha
zelwood decision. 

The Hawaii Department of Ed
ucation's "neutrally supportive" 
stance on the bill last year weak
ened further with this year's re
introduction, according to a press 
agent for Mitzugucbi. Stafford Na
gatani, the administrative assis
tant of the Department of 
Education, said that he felt the bill 
was "not a necessity" and that 
student freedom of expression was 
already sufficiently protected by 
existing legislation . •  

ILLINOIS - Time constraints 
and lack of sponsorship could 
prevent Illinois Rep. Ellis Levin"s 
(D-Chicago) student freedom of 
expression bill, House bill 1 008. 
from passage this session. 

Levin planned to reintroduce 
the bill with amended language 
this session. The original bill died 
in the House Education Commit
tee last summer when the legis
lative session ended. 

According to Dick Pierce, a 
spokesman for Levin, the bill was 
stalled during the 1 990 session 
because of the Dumber of bills 
pending in various house commit
tees and the lack of co-sonsorship. 

"But our biggest problem with 
this bill has been the number of 
bills that have been ready to be 
introduced for a long time. There 
are 1 32 bills that Levin must 
review and reduce to 50 bills 
which are eventually heard . Hope
fully. the student freedom of ex
pression bill will be one of those 
bills," Pierce said. 

Pierce added that without sup
porting sponsorship, and favor. 
able testimony, the bill may never 
be moved through the legislative 
system. Pierce indicated that sup
port had dwindled from several 
sponsors of last session's bitt, such 
as the Illinois Press Association. 

"Several of the sponsors of last 
year's bill are no longer as su� 
portive this session . We really 
need other representatives to co
sponsor the bill. 1 also think the 
bill's success is going to depend on 
students taking the ini tiative and 
drawing support from other areas 
in Dlinois. I think some important 
areas to gather support in a re near 
colleges - for instance Dekalb, 
Rockford. and Champa ign," 
Pierce said. 

Pierce said that Levin had not 
given up on the bill, and hoped 
that somehow the bill would still, 
w ith its newly adopted language, 
be read and scheduled for com
mittee hearing before the end of 
the legislative session . •  

co1l1i1lued on page 14 
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Free press bills 

KANSAS - Despite the efforts 
of the Kansas Scholastic Press 
Association, student freedom of 
expression bill, House bill 2234, 
died in the state Senate Education 
Committee in March. 

The bill, originally introduced 
by Rep. Gary Blumenthal (D-Mer
riam), passed the Kansas House of 
Representatives in 1 989 by a vote 
of 99-26. The bill was referred to 
the Senate Education Committee 
where it was carried over to the 
1 990 legislative session. Despite 
the support of several Kansas 
press groups, the bill did not re
ceive a hearing, and died in the 
committee. 

Executive Secretary of the Kan
sas Scholastic Press Association 
Jackie Engel said she could not 
understand why the bil l  was not 
passed. 

"Every effort we put forth, ev
ery person we talked to - all told 
us the bill was a sure thing. The 
chairman of the Senate Education 
Committee, Joe Harter, even said 
that he was sure the bill would 
pass. I was shocked," Engel said. 

Engle said that although the 
bill's supporters were disap
pointed, student journalists would 
i nnevitably pay the price of the 
committee's negative response. 

"It doesn't really matter how 
disappointed the Kansas Scholas
tic Press Association and others 
are. It's going to be the students 
that suffer without free speech 
protection," Engel said. 

The need for free press legis
lation did not die in Kansas . . ' 
accordmg to Engel. She saId that 
several senators, including Sen. 
Lana Oleen (R-Manhattan), have 
expressed interest in reintroducing 
the bill in 1 99 1 .  Engel said that 
the bill could have better luck 
under different sponsorship. 

"The situation did have a 
bright spot. Sen. Lana Oleen could 
sponsor the bill next session. We 
haven't given up hope and I do 
think the bill may have better luck 
as a senate bill," Engel said . •  
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KENTUCKY - Kentucky's free
dom of expression bill lost its 
persuasive power in 1 990 when 
the end of the legislative session 
l?revented a committee hearing. 

The student free press bill, 
House bill 304, introduced by 
Rep. Wait-:!r Blevins (D-More
head), died after being posted in 
the House Education Committee 
on Jan. 25. 

The bill remained dormant in 
the committee until the time peri
od alloted for bill hearings ended 
in late March. Final weeks of the 
1 990 session are spent dealing 
with bills that have already re
ceived initial hearings. 

Bruce Smith, a member of the 
House public information office, 
said that Blevin had no definite 
plans to reintroduce the bill in the 
1 992 session, which is when the 
legislature will next convene . •  

NEW JERSEY -Supporters of a 
student freedom of expression bill 
are optimistic about the bills 
chances this year. 

The legislation was re-intro
duced into the New Jersey Assem
bly in January by Assemblyman 
Anthony Impreveduto (D-Hud
son), after failing to Bet out of the 
Judiciary Committee in the last 
session. The bill is currently in the 
Assembly Education Committee. 

Impreveduto's aide Mary Wal
ler said the bill is well supported 
in the Assembly where she expects 
it to easily pass when it gets out of 
committee. 

The Garden State Scholastic 
Press Association is a supporter of 
the legislation. President John 
Tagliareni is confident about the 
bill's future. 

"I'm definitely optimistic. It's 
finally getting to a point where its 
worked its way through the bu
reaucracy," Tagliareni said . •  

OHIO - Supporters of student 
freedom of expression legislation 
are meeting with some opposition 
in their efforts at getting House 
Bill 649 out of committee and 
onto the House floor. 

The bill, introduced by Ohio 
Rep. J':ldy Sheerer (D-Shaker 

Heights), in September, has been 
sitting in the House Education 
Committee since it was assigned 
there in January. 

Lora Lynn Kadell, aide to 
chairman of the House Education 
Committee John Sara, said the 
chairman assigned the bill to a 
subcommittee in February after a 
hearing on the bill drew an unex
pectedly large crowd of people 
who wanted to testify. 

"With a bill like this that's very 
complex, and [when] a lot of peo
ple want to testify, they put [the 
bill] in a subcommittee that can 
make recommendations to the 
committee based on what they've 
heard," Kadell said. 

As of March, the subcommittee 
had not held any hearings on the 
legislation. 

Angela Parks, president of the 
Ohio Coalition for First Amend
ment Rights, said the coalition has 
been working to address some of 
the problems that th� Ohio School 
Board Association has raised with 
the legislation. Parks said the co
alition, a statewide organization of 
educators, students and profes
sional journalists, discussed the 
grievances of the association and 
decided to recommend some pos
sible changes in the legislation to 
Sheerer. 

Among the school board's com
plaints was the issue of who would 
have the power to stop a libelous 
story from being published under 
the proposed legislation. The co
alition recommended a change in 
the legislation that would require 
the adviser to bring questionable 
stories to a media attorney for 
approval. 

Parks said the biggest problem 
the coalition faces is in educating 
people opposed to the legislation 
that journalism students are not 
dangerous when they have press 
freedom. 

"We realize we have a lot of 
educating to do because there are 
a lot of people who don't know 
what scholastic journalism is all 
about," Parks said. 

The coalition has distributed 
copies of student publications to 
skeptics in an attempt to convince 
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them that tbeir fears about student 
journalists are incorrect, Parks 
said. 

The Ohio legislature may not 
meet in the summer months and 
the coalition realizes that the legis
lation may be put on hold a little 
longer if it does not get out of 
committee before then. 

"It's probably going to take a 
long time [to get the bill through 
the legislature]," Parks said. 

However, Sheerer's aide, Grace 
Moran, believes that Sheerer is 
dedicated to seeing the bill pass. 

"She really is a defender of the 
Constitu tion," Moran said . •  

RHODE ISLAND - A state sen
ator re-introduced student free
dom of expression legislation this 
February fo r the third time, saying 
the bill needs outside su pport to 
become law. 

"I don't know that we're going 
to be very successful un less there's 
some support from students and 
teachers groups," Sen. Sean Cof
fey, D-Providence, said. 

The New Jersey chapter of the 
American Civi l Liberties Un ion 
supports the legislation and is 
working with Coffey in organizing 
teacher and student support for 
the bill, according to its executive 
director, Steven Brown. 

Coffey said that although he is 
not optimistic about the bill's 
chances, he wanted to give sup
porters of this type of leglslation 
an opportunity to support it. 

The bill, which has been in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee since 
it was introduced in February, was 
first introduced in 1 988 when it 
died in the House after passing in 
the Senate. In 1 989, Coffey sent 
the bil1 back to the Senate Judicia
ry Committee where it died rather 
than risking defeat on the Senate 
floor . •  
W ASHlNGTON - Student free
dom of expression legislation died 
in the Senate Committee on Edu
cation in early February. 

The Washington Journalism 
Education Association, a state 
group of journalism teachers and 
advisers, was a major supporter of 
the bill. Fern Valentine, a fo rmer 
president of the WJEA, said that 
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the bill was not turned down bv 
lhe committee, but the committee 
would not send the bill to the 
senate floor until  some changes 
are made. 

The bill read in pan, "School 
officials shall not be held responsi
ble in any civil or criminal action 
for any expression made or pub
lished by students, provided the 
school officials have not interfered 
with the content decisions of the 
students." 

Valentine said that some com
mittee members wanted to know 
who would be responsible for in
formation in a student publica
tion. 

The WJEA is planning to do 
some research on the bill and 
reintroduce it next year in both 
houses of the legislature. 

The bill was also supported by 
the Student Press Law Center, the 
National Council of Teachers of 
English, the Washington Art Edu
ca tion Association, the Pacific Lu
them University Department of 
the Arts and the Issaqua School 
District. The committee received 
one letter of opposition from the 
Everett School District superinten
dent. • 

WISCONSIN - Missed dead
lines and overschedu led commit
tee agendas forced two separate 
anti-Hazelwood b ills to remain in 
limbo and eventually die when 
Wisconsin's legislative session of
ficially ended on March 22. 

LEGISLA liON 

After passing the Assembly by 
an overwhelming majority of 87-
1 0, student freedom of expression 
bill 699, introduced by Rep. Peter 
Bock (D·Milwaukee), ad vanced to 
the Senate floor. The Senate 
scheduled the bill for discussion 
this spring, bu t time constraints 
prevented it from being heard. 

Bock's bill had rece ived several 
ame ndments in the Senate, paring 
its pro tected freedoms down to 
written communication. Accord
ing to Bock's assistant, Brad Kelly, 
the comm ittee omitted protection 
for symbolic expression and 
peaceful assembly . 

"Apparently, some constituants 
were concerned with freedom of 
religious expression as well as 
symbolic activities of various oth
er groups. I think many people 
would have liked to keep it as 
simple. clean, so they amended it 
to include only written commu
n icat ion," Kelly said. 

A sim ilar bill, Assembly bill 
638, introduced by Rep. Marsha 
Coggs (D-Milwaukee), and co
sponsored by Bock, died in the 
House Com m ittee on Colleges and 
Universities before being voted 
upon. The lack of attention to the 
bill was due to the large number 
of other pending bil1s;' Kelly said. 

Kelly said that Bock has defin
ate plans to rei ntroduce his bill in 
the January 1 99 1  session . •  
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CAMPUS CRIME 

:ampus crime gets attention 
led. and state bills push for information 

ASHINGTON, D.C. - On 
arch 1 4  the Post Secondary Ed
ation Committe of the House of 
:presentatives gave a persuasive 
sh to legislation that would 
luire universities to inform the 
blic about crime occurring on 
mpuses. 
The "Crime Awareness and 
�mpus Security Act", House bill 
44, introduced by Rep. William 
lodling (R-Pa.), and a Senate 
J t 925, introduced by Sen. Ar-
1 Specter (R-Pa.), both give the 
vemment authority to withold 
feral funding from colleges and 
liversities that fail to publically 
JOrt campus crime statistics. 
Ie two bills are identical and 
mprehensive. In addition, Sen. 
bert Gore Jr. (D-Tenn.) intro
Iced a similar campus security 
11 in November based on the 
:nnessee law. 

There are several states with 
nilar crime statistics bills pen
ng in various committees. But 
bey are not uniform," said 
)odling, and do not "cover all 
e bases." He added that some 
ltes do not require "timely up
,ting" of crime statistics. 

Goodling's bill received public 
tention through a hearing held 
the House Post Secondary Edu

.lion Committee. Testifying in 
gard to the bill were members of 
e American Council of Educa
)n, the I nternational Association 
. Campus Law Enforcement Ad
lnIstrators, college presidents 
Id victims of campus violence 
Id their families. 

While those testifying before the 
bcommittee panel unanimously 
cognized the need for greater 
mpus security and an informed 
Iblic, some expressed concerns 
lOut areas of Goodling's bill. 
Robert Atwell, speaking on be

M of the American Council on 
iucation, said that one of his 
Incerns with the bill was that the 
Histical information released by 
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colleges should be publicized in 
light of community crime rates, 
and that the definition of campus 
be clarified. 

"Campuses are mirrors of soci
ety, and I think that these statis
tics need to reflect that 
relationship," he said. 

Student victims and their fami
lies that testified at the hearing 
said they had felt "lulled into the 
college" by pleasant looking bro
chures that highlighted the col
lege's positive aspects but failed to 
inform them of the darker side of 
campus crime. One student, Dana 
Getzi nger, who was the victim of 
a violent crime at the U niversity 
of Georgia, said that reporting 
crime statistics would help alle
viate the myth that students are 
somehow protected from crime 
when they enter a college campus. 

"Students are not aware of 
crime. Parents are not aware that 
their kids are at risk at college. 
The problem must be known. We 
have a right to know about crime 
and we are defenseless if we do 
not know," Gettsi nger said. 

Connie and Howard CIery, the 
parents of Jeanne CIery, who was 
raped and murdered while attend
ing Lehigh University in Pennsyl
vania, told People Magazine that 
they were drawn to Lehigh U ni
versity with Bethlehem, Pa.'s, roil
ing countryside in mind. 

"It  was so green-looking, and 
the people were very warm . 
Jeanne and I fell in love with it," 
they said. 

The aery's said they were not 
informed of the increase in crime 
on the campus that year - until it 
was too late. Several other stu
dents who testified described the 
same initial ignorance about crime 
on campus. 

Karen Baker, a member of 
Goodling's legal staff, said that she 
thought the testimony would give 
the bill momentum. The bill is 
scheduled for further hearings this 
spri ng . •  

DELA W ARE - The need for 
practical crime statistics reporting 
by state colleges spurred Rep. 
Katherine Jester to amend her 
crime statistics bill. In doing so, 
Jester consulted the Pennsylvania 
campus security law, a representa
tive for the University of Dela
ware and the parents of a campus 
crime victim. 

"When the bill's hearing was 
postponed in the House Education 
Committee because there were not 
enough members present to form 
a majority, I knew I would have 
time to amend the bill and maybe 
help its chances. I met with the 
CIery' s, [whose daughter was mur
dered at Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania in t 986] first, to 
discuss the bill ," said Jester, who 
introduced the bill in January of 
1 990. 

Jester said that the Clery's of
fered suggestions on the bill's con
tent and urged her to use 
Pennsylvania's campus security 
law as a guideline. Jester said that 
she suggested several clarifications 
on the bill to the Education Com
mittee chairman. 

A representative from the Uni
versity of Delaware was also con
tracted to "to offer suggestions to 
make the bill more applicable to 
Delaware's crime problems - to 
help make the bill more practical 
in this state," Jester said. 

Jester said she hoped that the 
suggestions she recei ved from 
these sources would produce a 
satisfactory substitute campus 
crime bill. 

"With some amendments I 
can't see the bill having any prob
lems. There is general interest in 
the bill, and I think with more 
specification of the practical pro
cedures and processes of reporting 
campus crime, we could get it 
passed before the session convenes 
on June 30th," Jester said . •  

INDIANA - Legislation that 
would force colleges and uni versi
ties in Indiana to release informa
tion about crime on campus died 
in the House Committee on Edu
cation in January without having 
a hearing. 
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Esther Wilson (D-Porter Coun
ty), the main sponsor of the bill, 
said she plans to re-introduce it 
next 1anuary. 

Wilson said the bill is needed 
to help inform parents and stu
dents about crime on college cam
puses, but the committee was 
afraid it would shed a negative 
light on the colleges and universi
ties. 

She said the committee decided 
it could not spend time on the bill 
during this season. In the Indiana 
House, short and long sessions 
alternate every year. This year is a 
short-session year. Short sessions 
are primarily intended to address 
important budgetary issues, al
though other legislation can be 
introduced, Wilson said. 

Wilson said the committee rec
ommended that she publicize the 
bill this summer before re-intro
ducing it in January 1 99 1  . •  

MISSOU1lI - Efforts to pass a 
campus security bill in Missouri 
continue despite the close of the 
1 990 legislative session on May 
1 8. 

Missouri's campus crime statis
tics bill, House Bill 97 1 ,  intro
duced by Rep. Bonnie Sue Cooper 
(R-Kansas City), was introduced 
in the House Higher Education 
Committee on Jan. 1 5  and re
cei ved two readings before being 
posted in a House subcommittee 
for further study. 

The bill's "most supportive pe
riod," according to Cooper's legis-
lative spokesperson, Libby Makay, 
occured during March when hear
ings were held on college cam
puses throughout the state. Makay 
said tha t there had been no oppo
sition to the bill. 

Despite the proposed bill's pOSi
tive public response, Makay be>
lieves that time may force the bill 
to be overlooked in Missouri's 
spring session. 

"With the session 's end on May 
1 8, I just can't see the bill being 
voted on in the House. It has 
nothing to do with the bill's con
tent or the amount of support it is 
receiving," Makay said. 

Cooper said that should the bill 
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fail to receive a vote before the 
end of the 1990 session, she "cer
tainly does plan to introduce it 
again." • 

NEW YORK - Two separate but 
identical bills, introduced or dis--
cussed during New York's 1 990 
legislative session, brought atten� 
tion to the need for crime satis-

Amending Buckley? 
WASHINGTON - At the 
March 1 4  Post Secondary Ed
ucation Committee hearing on 
the federal crime statistics biU. 
Scn. Mel L:vinc (D-CaJiO. 
announced his plans to intro
duce a bill that would amend 
the Buckley Amendment. 

L:vine said that the bill I 
would provide more informa
tion about campus crime by 
requirill8 u niversities to sup
ply the victims of campus 
crimes with the result of tbe 
school disciplinary proceed
ings of their assailants. L:vine 
said that his planned biU. 
which was prompted by a visit 
to the Santa Monica IUpe 
Treatment Center, specifically 
focussed on "helpinl the beal
ina process of victims of vio
lent crime:' 

"The victim must get infOT
mation about her assailant for 

I her own protection . If victims 
are not given this information 
they become diSC'ourased and 
fearful that nothi", is being 
done to protect them." he 
said. 

"They are then hesitant to 
come forth with (infonnation 
about) violent incidents. They 
must be assured Lbat some
thiog is being done." 

Levine is currently working 
I on the bill  to include specific 

lan&uage directed at victims of 
crime on college campuses. 
His staR: has indicated a will
inaness to explore further 
amendments to Buckley thai 
might deaJ wl th the concerns 
of student journalists. • 

tics information from college 
campuses. 

Senate bill 1 893, introduced in 
February of [ 989 by Sen. Kenneth 
LaVal1e. (R-Port Jefferson), con
tained the same essential requ:ire
ments as Assemblyman Stephen 
Saland's (R-Poughkeepsie) bill., in
troduced in January of 1990. Both 
contain regulations requiring col
leges and universities to compile 
campus crime statistic reports to 
be released to the public upon 
request. 

Both bills, following initial 
readings, were set for study in 
various subcommittees. laValle's 
passed the Senate Higher Educa
tion Committee and is currently 
scheduled for a full-floor hearing 
in late May. The bill's outlook is 
more promising than Saland's bill, 
which has been inactive since its 
initial reading in the Assembly's 
Higher Education Committee. 

New York's legislative session 
ends in late June . •  

OHIO - The only opposing force 
to Ohio's campus crime bill was 
time. After the bill passed the 
House College and Universities 
Subcommittee with a unanimous 
vote, legislative action stalled in 
the House Education Committee. 

Introduced by Rep. Timothy 
Greenwood (R-Toledo), during 
the 1 990 legislative session, cam
pus crime bill 733 endured only 
minor amendment! before its as-
signment to the House Education ., 
Committee. 

According to Greenwood's leg
islative intern. Cathleen McCo
mas, the bill's only alterations 
included the clarification of terms 
such as "campus area" and "stu
dent housing facility." The 
amended bill also included a uni
fonn date on which all campuses 
must update and release crime 
statistics infonnation. 

"I know Mr. Greenwood was 
very bappy that changes in the bill 
were only minor. Basically the 
amendments just helped clear up 
any questions or ambiguities sur
rounding the bil l .  We ended up 
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with a substitute bi ll that was 
virtually the same as the original 
bill," McComas said. 

Time, however, worked against 
the bill after it was assigned to the 
House Education Commit tee for 
further hearing. Ohio's legislative 
session ended in mid-April and 
the bill died without a hearing. 

McComas said that Greenwood 
has every intention of reintroduc
ing the biU in the next legislative 
session. 

"'Mr. Greenwood still thinks the 
bill is very important and I can't 
see him not introducing it next 
session. I bate to say the bill 'died' 
in oommittee. No one opposed 
it," McComas said . •  

VIRGINIA - With a campus 
security bill awaiting Gov. Doug
las Wilder's signiture and a simi
lar bill pending in a legislative 
committee, college admi nistrators 
in Virginia may soon be forced to 
reveal campus crime statistics. 

system" because of proposed 
ame ndments regarding the bill's 
clarity and language. Although he 
admitted that Stallings bill is a 
"watered down version of H.B. 
1 1 30," he said that the bill's pas
sage would be an important step 
toward "undoing the Buckley 
Amend ment. " 

"Some bill is better than no 
bill. It's short.. but it is a start, and 
a step in the right direction," 
Carrington said . • 

WASIDNGTON - Despite the 
House Appropriations Commit
tee's legislative halt of a campus 
security bill, colleges in the state 
will soon be required to release 
crime statistics -to the public. 

After Sen. Peter von Reich
bauer's (R-Tacoma) campus crime 
bill, died in the House Committee 
in February, a portion of it was 
adopted in a senate bill that re
cently passed both legislative 
branches and is expected to re
ceive Gov. Booth Gardners final 
approval. The adopted portion 
requires colleges and universities 
to release annual campus crime 
statistics. 

Crime statistic regulations were 
attached to a bill that provides 
money for higher education pro
grams such as educational oppor
tunity grants and university 
studies. 

Staff members in the House 
said that the final bill included 
elements of many bills that had 
died in various subcommittees . •  

Senate bill 425, introduced in 
January by Sen. Moody E. Stal
lings Jr. (D-Virginia Beach), re
quires colleges to release campus 
crime statistics to the public. The 
bill soared through both the 
House and Senate with nearly 
unanimous approval in under 
three months . Gov. Wi lder's final 
approval would make the bilt state 
law. 

Student sues for crime reports 

Virginia attorney and counsel 
for Security 00 Campus Inc., 
Frank Carrington, who testified in  
favor of the bill, said he did not 
fonee any objections by Wilder to 
the bill's content and speculates 
that the bill will be approved 
before summer. 

.vrhe bill is very short. It gets 
right to the point. There wasn't a 
whole lot to object to," Carrington 
said. 

In fact, the bilI is a condensed 
version of a more comprehensive 
campus crime statistics bill, House 
bill 1 1 30, currently being held 
over for hearing until the 1 99 l 
session. The bill was introduced. 
by Del. HarT)' Purkey (R� Virginia 
Beach). Carrington said that the 
bill had been "side tracked in the 
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MISSOUllI - The editor in 
chief of Southwest Missouri State 
University's student newspaper, 
The Standard, filed a lawsuit in 
federal court in January hoping to 
gain access to university crime 
records. 

Traci Bauer, editor in chief of 
The Standard, is suing Paul Kin
caid, the director of university 
relations and other university offi
cials. She is asking the court to 
give her access to the records and 
$5,000 in damages and attorney 
fees. 

Bauer filed the lawsuit when 
she was denied access to campus 
security department files dealing 
with an alleged rape on campus. 
She cJaimed the university was 
obligated to release the crime re
cords under Missouri's open re
cords law. 

Kincaid told her the university 
could not release the files that she 
wanted because the Buckley 
Amendment prohibited it. 

The Bucldey Amendment, for
mally known as the Family Edu
cational Rights and Privacy Act, is 
a federal law that requires schools 
to provi de students access to files 
that universities compile on them 
and that prohibits schools from 
releasing studeot education re
cords. 

Some universities have used 
the Buckley Amendment to pre
vent campus police and security 
offices from releasing information 
about crimes saying they could 
lose federal funding if the reoords 
are made public. 

The conflict between the Buck� 
ley Amendment and Missouri's 
open records law, if one exisu, 
will be settled in court. The uni� 
versity has filed a motion for 
dismissal of Bauer's case. Bauers 
attorneys began taking depositions 
in March. 

Throughout all of the legal ma
neuverings, Bauer has had to con
tend with running The Standard. 
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'Students Close Paper at Geneva College 
Pub. Board Decision Made in Response to Anti .. Catholic Editorial 
PENNSYLV ANIA - Co-valedictorian 
Ecic Dugan can credit himself with being 
editor in chief of two campus newspa
pers in the same semester fo llowing a 
controversial year for student publica
tions at Geneva CoUege. 

Dugan produced an eigh t-page under
ground tabloid. The Last Word, fol low
ing a Student Publications Board deci· 
sion to close the regular weekly paper 

(This college is afraid of a 
free press and does not 
have any interest in living 
up to the standards of its 
publication policy. " 

Eric Du gan 

for the remainder of the school year. 
Their decision was in response to an 
anti-Catholic editorial Dugan published 
in The Cabinet on March 23 . a Friday. 

Dugan ' s editorial, titled "The Theol
ogyofthePointyHats," questioned papal 
authority to in terpret the scripture and 
likened Catholics to Jehovah 's Witnesses 
and Monnons, based on their historical 
interpretations of the Bible. It went on to 
call the modem Catholic church "pa
gan" and "non-Christian." 

The following Tuesday the student 
publications board called an emergency 
meeting and voted 8-2 lO close the paper 
for the remainder of the school year. 

An apology distributed by the board 
stated, "We regret that one of our publi
cations was so offensi ve to the Geneva 
Community. One of the purposes of The 
Cabinet. according to its constitution, is 
"to fosler the application of Christian 
values . .. in the spirit of love, justice and 
responsibility that Christ showed in all  
his dealings on earth." 

"We do not fccl that The Cabinet 
editorial has lived up to this purpose." 

Dugan said he did not think there was 
anything wrong with discussing theo
logical issues on the edi torial page of a 
religious college newspaper. The Bea
ver Falls school is affiliated with the 
Refonncd Presbyterian ChUlch of North 

Foil 1990 

America. About 15 percent of its 1 ,200 
students are Catholic. 

"The college is afraid of a free press 
and does not have any interest in living 
up to the standards of its publication 
policy," said Dugan. 

Geneva College President Joseph 
McFarland and Cabinet adviser 5.S.  
Hannah said the school' s  polides only 
forbid an administrative move to close 
the paper. The student publication board 
has the au thority lO shut down any pub
l ication, they said. 

"I think the student publication board's 
response is a measure of the reaction of 
the student body," said McFarland. "I 
think: the system worked." 

Under the terms of the agreement, 
Dugan retained his position and recei vcd 
his fu ll salary as editor, but was not 
allowed to publish any more papers. 
Several weeks after the editorial heraised 
the money to put out an eight- page 
underground paper, The Last Word. 

"I was detennined to go underground 
from the upswel l of people supporting 
the idea," Dugan said. 

The Last Word, accord ing to Dugan, 
conLained two full pages of letters -
both pro and con - about the editorial 
and the closing of The Cabinet. It  also 
included an article exploring what the 

college needs lO do to survive in the next 
ten years, he said. 

McFarland said Dugan sought out 
controversy throughout the year. 

"He is a very gifted yOlU1g man, very 
intelligent and articulate. But he seems 
to have lost some of the balance off his 
wheel this last semester and I hope he 
regains it," McFarland said. " He crea!ed 
quite an aunosphere towards himself 
and seemed to thri ve on persecution." 

Dugan said he ran a far more aggres
sive paper than previous editors. 

"I changcd things very rad ically and it 
threw some people for a loop. Some
times it was difficult for the staff to 
adj ust," Dugan said. 

In the fall  a group of students who 
disagreed with Dugan 's editorial poli
cies split i'rulfi The Cabinet to put ou t an 
undergrou nd paper called The Closet. 

"He's a very gifted young 
man . . . .  But he seems to 
have lost some of the 
balance off his wheel this 
last semester and I hope 
h " , " e regams I . . . .  

Joseph McFarland 

"I think it  was probably the first time 
in the history of any college thatstudents 
put out an underground newspaper that 
was pro-admin istration," said McFar
land. 

Scott Monzma. one of two students 
who published The Closet, told The ... 
Beaver County Times that edi torial dis
agreements led students away from The 
Cabinet. 

"Eric was not publishing certain let
ters to the editor that didn 't agree with 
his editorials, or if he did publish them , 
he would put a long rebuttal at the end, 
tOLally ripping the letter to shreds," 
Moozma said. 

Dugan said he added rebutLals to stu
dent lcuers in an effort to teach sllldents 
to "think crhically." 

With its conu-ovcrsial editor graduated, 
The Cabinet wi ll be published as usual 
in the faU, Hannah said .• 
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Buckley used to conceal crime . 
Confusion over statute creates access barrier 

Crime on college and university campuses is an 
unfortunate reality. Rape, robbery, assault and even 
murder are crimes that too few college students 
realize happen to their peers each year. 

The college and university student press takes 
seriously its responsibility to provide news and 
information about life on campus, including infor

mation about crime, to student, faculty. staff and 
community readers. However, many school officials 
today cover up crime infonnation that reveals this 
dark side of campus life. They attempt to thwart the 
efforts of student reporters and editors by routinely 
denying access to campus police and security reports. 

Each of the 50 states and the District of Columbia 
has an open records or "sunshine" law that provides 
public access to many police incident reports and 
arrest records. When student journalists have taken 
their schools to court over access to the records of 
campus police and security offices, they have consist
ently won. Nonetheless. many colleges and universi
ties continue to routinely deny access to this infor
mation. Since the 1 989-90 school year began, the 
Student Press Law Center has received an average of 
three calls a week from college newspapers or other 
student news media that are being denied access to 
police/security reports. 

For example, one college publication called the 
SPLC this fall to report that it had unconfmned 
reports of three rapes that had occurred on campus 
since the start of school in August. However, when 
the publication staff approached the campus police 
office for records to confirm these reports, records 
that they hoped would allow them to warn their 
readers about the places and times that the rapes 
occurred, their request was denied. The campus 
police refused to either confirm or deny that the 
incidents had occurred and denied access to all 
police reports. They based their denial on a federal 
statute called the Bucldey Amendment. The staff 
members of that publication expressed their frustra
tion at being unable to do the job their readers had 
every reason to expect of them. 

Colleges and universities across the nation are 
denying access to campus police reports claiming 
they are not covered by open records laws btx:ause of 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA), ' commonly referred to as the Buckley 
Amendment. 

The Buckley Amendment Now 
The Bucldey Amendment was passed by Congress 

in 1 974 to assure access by parents and students to 
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student records and to prevent schools from reveal
ing student rerordc: to others. The statute specifically 
provides that no federal funding will be made avail
able to those institutions that have a policy or 
practice of revealing student education records in 
violation of the law. The fear of losing federal 
funding, coupled with the interest in presenting a 
picture-perfect campus image. prompts many schools 
to ban all public access to police records based on the 
Buckley Amendment. 

Of course, the schools are presum ing that "educa
tion records" should be defined to include campus 
police reports. Unfortunately, the text of the Buckley 
Amendment makes it difficult to detennine the 
intent of Congress on this matter. And up to this 
point, no court has ever specifica lly interpreted the 
application of the federal law to campus police or 
security records. (The lawsuit filed by Traci Bauer 
against Southwest Missouri State University may be 
the first in the country to deal with the issue. See 
story page 1 8. )  

The relevant portion o f  the Buckley Amendment, 
section (a) (4) (B) (ii), reads as follows: 

The term " education records" does not include . . .  
if the personnel of a law enforcement unit do not have 
access to education records under subsection (b) (1). 
the records and documents of such law enforcement 
unit which (I) are kept apart from records described in 
subparagraph (A), (II) are maintained solely for law 
enforcement purposes, and (Ill) are not made avail
able to persons other than law enforcement officials oj 
the same jurisdiction; . . .  

Initially, this section sounds as if it is attempting 
to exempt police records from being covered by 
Buckley. But trouble arises when one reads part (In), 
which suggests that law enforcement records will be 
excluded from the "education records" definition 
only when they are revealed to other law enforce
ment organizations. In other words, if campus police 
give access to an incident report, arrest log, etc., to 
anyone other than another police agency, the records 
would be "education records" under the law and 
could not be made public without the loss of federal 
funding, this interpretation suggests.. An ex.ample of 
Congression�l bill drafting at its most confusing, this 
section of the Buckley Amendment leaves little 
indication of what it is trying to do. 

Common seose and tWo related court decisions 
may well indicate that such an interpretation is 
irrationaL In 1 986, The Independent Florida Alliga
tor at the University of florida in Gainesville sued 
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the �niversity for access to campus police reports. 
The , university refused to provide access to two 
specific incident reports which included the names of 
two �udents involved with crimes on the campus, 
relyint on a state law very similar to the Buckley 
Amendment that stated, "Every pupil or student 
shall have a right of pri vacy with respect to the 
educational records kept on him." The school neve r 
used the Buckley Amendment itself as a justification 
for refusing access. 

The court sided with the student newspaper, and 
in requ iring the universi ty to provide public access 
to police reports on that campus said, "Students' 
educational records such as test scores and aptitude 
tests are quite appropriately required by law to be 
kept confidential, but an individual's enrollment at a 
state university does not entitle him or her to any 
greater privacy rights than members of the general 
public when it comes to reporting criminal activ
ity." 1 

The Florida case is the closest there is to a 
definitive statement about access to campus police 
reports. In 1 986, the Tennessee Court of Appeals 
held in a three-sentence decision that campus police 
records at East Tennessee State University were 
covered by the state open records laW.l Once again, 
the university did not raise the Buckley Amendment 
in its defense. And in 1 985, the Arkansas Attorney 
General issued an opinion that said campus security 
logs at Arkansas State University were public under 
the state's Freedom of lnformation Act.� 

A recent decision of the attorney general of 
Kentucky took the opposite position. A reporter for 
the Louisville Courier-Journal had filed requests with 
officials at Murray State Un iversity for the records of 
the school's public safety office. After university 
officials denied the request, their decision was ap
pealed to the state attorney general. On March 1 3, 
the attorney general ruled that the Buckley Amend
ment allowed the school to refuse access to campus 
security reports except when the request was for 
specific reports and the names of students at the 
school could be removed from them before access 
was provided.s 

Although this decision, like that of the Arkansas 
Attorney General, does not have the legal affect of a 
court decision, the Kentucky opinion is the most 
recent "official" pronouncement on the issue. 

Compounding the problem is the fact that the 
U.S. Department of Education, which has the re
sponsibility for enforcing the Buckley Amendment, 
interprets the statute to allow schools to get away 
with such secrecy. The department says the language 
of the statute requires schools to deny access to 
campus police reports that identify individual stu
dents or risk losing their federal funding.6 

Despite the Department of Education's interpreta
tion of the law, thousands of col leges and universities 
routinely make campus police reports public. The 
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department has yet to withdraw funding from any 
institution for doing so. However, when colleges 
want to hide the problem of crime on their campus, 
they find the Buckley Amendment a useful tool to 
justify their secrecy. And an increasing number of 
schools seem to be doing just that. 

Solving the Buckley Amendment Problem 
As crime increases on college campuses, the denial 

of access to crime records becomes a more significant 
problem. The legislation proposed in Congress in 
House resolution 3344 and its companion Senate 
bills (see story page 1 6) could play an important 
role in forcing col leges and universities to provide 
accurate information about campus safety. But peri
odic statistical reports will not solve the problem of 
inadequate information about campus crime. As the 
example of rape incidents referred to above points 
out, timely information about crime occurring on 
campus aloog with details regarding location, time 
and a description of known suspects can help protect 
potential victims in a way that year-old statistics 
cannot. 

The long-term remedy to this probJem, given the 
interpretation of the Bucldey Amendment made by 
the Department of Education, will likely require an 
amendment to the Family EducationaJ Rights and 
Pri vacy Act. But until such time that Congress 
decides to clarify the Buckley Amendmen t, those 
seeking access to campus police/security reports are 
not without recourse. [t is important to emphasize 
that no court has ever h.eld that the Buckley Amend
ment does cover such documents, and in three states, 
legal authorities have said campus police records are 
open under state freedom of infonnation laws. Cer
tainly , those seeking access to such records in Ten
nessee, Florida and Arkansas should rely on their 
own state law to demand access and they will likely 
continue to be successful in courts in those states. In 

contirruM 011 page 22 
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Buckley Amendment 
ot her states, student j ou rnal ists denied access should 
oat hesitate to threaten and pursue court action 
when their state open records law seems to cover the 
documents of a public college or university. The 
Stude nt Press Law Center can provide important 
support in such a situat ion. Student journalists 
would also be well advised to publicize the denial of 
access to doc uments relating to crime on campus to 
the widest possi ble audience. State aod federal legis-
lators, paren ts and prospective students can be 
effective al l ies in the battle for campus police a nd 
security reports. 

years of experience in assisting the college press 
make clear: (eft to their own devices, many colleges 
and universities will cont inue to sweep campus 
crime information u nder the rug, thus addiog to the 
safety risks that college students face. _ 

I 20 U.S.c. sec. 1 232g. 
2 Campus Communications Y. Criser, 1 3  Med. L. 
RptT. 1 398, 1 399 (Fla. CiT. Ct. 1 986). 
) Press Inc. Y. Board oj Regents, CA. No. 9 1  (Ten n. 
Ct. App. July 8, 1 986). 
4 Op. Ark. All'y Gen. May 1, 1 9 85. 
s Op. Ky. Att'y Geo. 90-24 ( 1 990). 
6 letter from Patricia Ballinger, Director, Family 

. Ed ucational Rights and Privacy Act Office, U.S. 
One thing that the Student Press Law Center's 1 6  Department of Education (January 1 2, 1 987). 

Schools pressured to open info 
Freedom of information lawsuits waged against colleges 

the state's open records law, has 
used the lists to solicit teoants in 
the past. 

The university claims that re
leasing the records would violate 
the privacy rights of the students 
who have applied to the universi
ty, but who may not actually at
teod the university. • 

will release and what meetings will 
be opeo," CaIman said. 

CaIman said the Indiana legis
lature should examine the state's 
open meetings and open records 
law because she feels it is not clear 
about requirements for access to 
u niversity records and meet
ings . •  

ARIWNA - Two Arizona news
papers are fighting a lawsuit filed 
by the ArUona State University 
Board of Regents claiming the 
lawsuit is iovalid because the deci
sion to file it was made at an 
illegal meet ing. The papers claim 
that because ootice of the m eeting 
was not posted 72 hours in ad
vance, as the state's open meetings 
law requires, the meeting was in INDIANA _ Officia ls at Iodiana MICHIGAN - Michigan State 
v i olation of the law. University's student newspaper, 

State Uoiversity released the re- h N . . . 
The lawsuit was filed by the T. e State ews. has Jomed Wlth 

suIts of a survey concerning racial . 
university in May 1 989 to prevent several other news organuations 
the Arizona Republic and the 

attitudes on campus in January in a lawsuit against the university. 
after originally refusing to release T fi led . Mesa Tribune from publishing a he suit, I m January, con-

list of 1 7  finalists for the Arizona 
the ir findings to the school's stu- teoted that university trustees met 
dent newspaper, the Indiana . 

State University presidency. The Statesman. 
to discuss huing George Perles as 

two papers responded with a athletic director in violation of the 
The university used public 

counterclaim requesting the case Michigao Open Meetings Act. 
fuods to conduct the survey, that til b be dismissed. officials said io December would 

The suit, ed y the Lansing 
The Republic published the list State Journal and supported by 

be released eventually. last June. However, both newspa- The Indianapolis Star reported 
Booth Newspapers Inc. and The 

pers have continued the legal OOt- Detroit News, claims that the 
on Dec. 23, 1 989, that the univer- . all tIe in an attempt to establish that trustees met 1D sm groups with-

the resumes of the 1 7  finalists are 
sity's director of journalism, out reaching a quorum so the law 

public records and should be Saody Barnard, said the next step could be avoided.  The State Jour· 
made available. _ 

would be for a oewspaper to sue nal has asked the court to force 
the un iversity. She said this was a S d ARJWNA _ An "' ''': -ona apart- " I  'b' I "  h "  .. the M U boar to pay attorney 

f'\.I u. rea POSSI l lty m t IS mstance. d 11 . 
men t owner has flied a lawsuit The conflict was the result of a 

and court costs an or mjunc-
tions to prevent future private 

against Arizona State University m isunderstanding about universi- meetings . •  
for refusing to supply the names ty policies, according to Elizabeth 
of freshmen applying to the Calmao, director for student pub- OHIO - Discussion of budget 
school. The apartment owner, !ications. cuts that could affect employee 
claiming the university's refusal to "This has forced the university salaries in the Chill icothe City 
supply the names is a violation of to look at what documents they School district m ust be public 
--------------------------------------------------
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under the Ohio open meetings 
law, ' the Ohio Court of Appeals 
has ruled. 

Gannett Satellite Infonnation 
NetworK Inc., publisher of the 
Chillicothe Gazette, and the local 
teachers' union sued the school 
board and asked the court for an 
injunction to force the board to 
comply with the open meetings 
law. They lost on the trial court 
level. Gannett appealed the case, 
where the trial court's decision 
was reversed. • 

SOUTH CAROIJNA - The 
University of South Carolina has 
agreed to release results of past 
drug tests done on student ath-

leres, settling a March 1 988 law
suit. The uni versity also agreed to 
report the ftndings on future tests 
for two years. 

Tbe State newspaper in Col um
bia sought access to individual 
student test records, but dropped 
lhat request in return for the test 
results as verified by an indepen
dent laboratory. 

A July 1 989 story in Editor and 
Publisher said the agreement 
makes the university the first Na
tional Collegiate Athletic Associa
tion school to release drug test 
findings that have been verified by 
an independent laboratory . •  

TEXAS - The Houston Indepen-

ACCESS 

dent School District must release 
portions of its administrators' 
transcripts to the Houston Chroni
cle. a state district court ruled in 
November. 

The lawsuit was filed after the 
newspaper reported that as many 
as 25 administrators in the district 
had received mail-order degrees 
from an unaccredited California 
university, The district had re
fused [0 grant the newspaper ac
cess to the transcripts. 

Judge Dan Downey ruled in 
September tbat the district had to 
release some information from the 
transcripts and appointed a repre
sentative of the court to decide 
wha t could remain confidential . •  

Auburn paper granted records of investigation 

ALABAMA - Through a court 
order that required the release of 
university reports, students at Au
burn University proved that "spe
cial priviledge" can not conceal 
administrative corruption. 

On March 29, Lee County Cir
cuit Judge James T. Gullege grant
ed student reporters for the 
Auburn Plainsman newspaper ac
cess to reports investigating the 
alleged misconduct of a university 
administrator. Gullege's judgment 
answered the students' request for 
information filed nearly a year 
ago. 

Suspecting that the director of 
Auburn University's alumni asso
ciation, Jerry Smith, had misused 
college funds, staff writers for the 
Plainsman asked the school's 
board of trustees to release docu
ments compiled by King and 
Spalding, an Atlanta law firm 
hired to investigate the allega
tions. After the board refused to 
release the documents, students 
filed a fonnal complaint in court. 

University attorney Thomas D. 
Samford told the newspaper that 
the reports were "privileged" and 
were withheld to protect the cli
ent-attorney relationship between 
the board of trustees and King 
and Spalding. 
Spring 1 990  

Plainsman editor Page Oliver 
said that staff reporters suspected 
that the documents held infonna
tion about the mishandling of a 
large amount of money do nated to 
the school by Auburn alum nae 
Lois Huff. 

"We knew the basics of the 
story - that Jerry Smith had been 
put in charge of Huffs estate - a 
large amo unt of money," Oliver 
said. 

"We felt that we had a right to 
know what was going on with this 
m oney. Of course we wanted the 
reports, and we wanted a story." 

Accordi ng to J udge Gullege's 

decision on March 29, the board 
of trustees waived its right to 
classify the documents by giving 
them to Jerry Smith for his pe
rusal shortly before he resigned in 
the spring of 1 989. Since the re
ports were no longer considered 
pri vate, GuUege ordered their re
lease to the Plainsman staff. 

Oliver said that the court's de
cision could help students in other 
areas where information is not 
readily provided. She noted that 
the stafT has had problems obtain
ing campus police reports. 

"I t's always been hard to get 
a ny information from the campus 
police. The problem we've had is 
that because of the large turnover 
of the Plainsman 's staff, it's been 
real ly hard to keep accurate ac
counts of these incidents. When 
we rea l ly need info, we never have 
en ough evidence to take it to 
court," Oliver said.  

Gullege granted the university a 
3O-day period to either release the 
King and Spalding reports or ap
peal his decision. Ol iver suspects 
that the board of trustees wil l  
appeal. 

"They're going to try and pro
tect themselves by tying up the 
courts with an appeal. They'll 
hold onto them for as long as they 
can," she said . •  
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Court orders release of state medical reports 
College newspaper demands records of campus doctor's death 
WEST VIRGINIA - Student 

journalists at West Virginia Uni
versity in Morgantown obtained 
medical documents concerning the 
drug-related death of a u niversity 
doctor through a lawsuit against 
the state medical examiner. 

Reporters for the studen t news
paper, The Daily Athenaeum. were 
refused copies of autopsy and tox
icology reports concerning the 
death of a university doctor, T.J. 
Cianciolo. Staff members filed a 
lawsuit against the state medical 
examiner based on West Virgini
a's open records law after learning 
that the documents were given to 
a local paper, The Dominion Post. 

State Chief Medical Examiner 
Irvin Sopher told the students that 
a court ruling requiring the re lease 
of the records to The Dominion 
Post did not apply to the public or 
to The Daily Athenaeum. 

The Athenaeum obtained the 
reports through the doctor's fami
ly the day before the pretrial hear
ing and offered to drop the lawsuit 
if the state medical examiner 

would agree to pay the paper's 
legal fees. Clauses within West 
Virginia's public records law al
lows the court to award a wrong
fully denied party's attorney fees. 
The medical examiner refused to 
pay the paper's legal fees and the 
lawsuit went to trial on J anuary 
29. 

Monongalia County Circuit 
Judge Robert Stone ordered the 
release of the medical reports to 
The Athenaeum, but only after 
expressing doubts, regarding the 
importance of the lawsuit. He 
questioned why students did not 
ask: The Dominion Post to give 
them the documents. 

Stone denied the students' mo
tion to obtain attorney fees based 
on his belief that the lawsuit was 
un necessary. 

In an editorial in The Athe
naeum the next day, managing 
editor Ken Ward Jr. expressed 
mixed emotions regarding the 
case's outcome. Ward complained 
that Stone's suggestion that stu
dents obtain the requested docu-

ments from another newsPaper 
belittled their journalistic rights. 
Quoting a statement made 'by the 
paper's attorney, Tom Rodd, 
Ward called the request "un pro
fessional. ,. 

"Allow me again to Quote Tom 
Rood: 'It's the same reason Ma
cy' s and Gimbel's don' t go to each 
other fo r information.' . . .  To sug
gest that we should have asked 
them is  to suggest that we should 
have to rely on them for access to 
our government. It is, i ndeed, to 
suggest that we are second-class 
citizens," Ward said. 

Ward added that he felt the 
judge's comments during the trial 
destroyed the competiti ve spirit of 
journalism. 

"The nature of good journa
lism, what I try to teach my stu
dent, is that getting information 
for yourself is important - not to 
rely on anything secondhand. 
That is what keeps journalism 
healthy and competitive. The 
comments made by Stone back
seated that idea," Ward said . •  

School athletes, directors scrutinized; 
Grad rates, documents to be released 
TEXAS - The National Colle
giate Athletic Association has im
plemented a policy requiring 
colleges to release studen t-athlete 
graduation rates. 

The NCAA's policy, wruch took 
affect immediately after its appro
val in a Dallas convention in 
January, prevents any division I 
or II institution. "team or individ
ual competitor [from competing] 
in an NCAA championship, un
less its chief executive officer pro
vides in an annual report, on a 
form approved by the Council, the 
admissions and graduation-rate 
information specified." 

The required report, to be sub
mitted to the NCAA national of
fice each October, must include 
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information involving college ad
mission requiremen ts, academ ic 
status of entering freshman ath
letes, and the number of incoming 
freshman athletes accepted to a 
university under special, student
athlete conditions. The report 
m ust also detail the academic sta
tus of undergraduate student ath
letes as well as disclose the 
number of student athletes grad
uating from the college. 

A bill introduced by Senator 
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.), in Congress 
entitled the "Student Athlete 
Right to Know Act," is scheduled 
for a hearing in 1 990, and could 
ex tend similiar regulations to all 
colleges and universities . •  

WISCONSIN - A W isconsin 
Circuit Court found in January 
that applications and related docu
ments for the positions of athletic 
director and bead football coach 
at the University of Wisconsin at 
Milwaukee were public records 
and subject to disclosure under a 
Wisconsin public records statute. 

The decision in the case, filed 
by the Milwaum Journal, will 
have no affect on future similar 
cases, the court said in its deci
sion. If the university appeals the 
case or becomes involved in a 
similar dispute in the future, then 
it can try to prove an overriding 
public interest in keeping the d<» 
uments confidential, a defense 
that was not used in this case . •  
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D ke journalists feel chill of censorship 
NORTH CAROLINA - Stu
dents at Duke Uni versity in Dur
ha m felt censorship's chilly 
presence when two unrelated inci
dents prompted the removal of a 
humor magazine's editor and the 
verbal harassment of 1 3  newspa
per reporters by the school's bas
ketball coach. 

Marty Padgett, student editor of 
the campus bumor magazine The 
Jabberwocky, was fired in Novem
ber by the Undergraduate Publica
tions Board after printing two 
articles satirizing the life of uni
versity food service workers. 

Publications Board head Mona 
Amer said that the articles "A Day 
in the Life: Kenny, the DUFS 
Worker," and "The DUFS Gram
mar Guide" were "racist, and 
[tMt] the Black Student Associa
tion (BSA) was obviously upset." 
Arner said that while she support
ed Padgett's right to free speech at 
first, she changed her mind when 
Marty refused to publicly apol
ogize for the articles. 

" In the beginning, I supported 
Marty, but everyone was so emo
tionally intense about the racism 
i n  the stories. I felt that asking 
Marty for an apology for printing 
the articles wasn't too much to 
ask," Amer said . 

" He didn't apologize or attend 
any of the BSA functions we sug
gested he attend. We decided to 
fire him based on the fact that he 
was ignoring his respo nsibility to 
the public." 

Padgett's removal as editor of 
the magazine occured shortly after 
Duke Univers ity President H. 
Keith H. Brodie, M.D., ran a full
page advertisement in the student 
newspaper " to Members of the 
Duke Community" denouncing 
the Jabberwocky articles, 

Members of the BSA had also 
petitioned the Publications Board 
to cease funding for the magazine. 

Two m on ths later, staff report
er's for the university's daily 
newspaper, The Chronicle, re
ceived a " t o-minute, profanity-

Spring 1 m  

laced tirade" from basketball 
coach Mike Krzyzewski for pub
lishing several articles analyz ing 
the abilities of Krzyzewski's play
ers. 

Krzyzewski criticized the re
porters in front of his team, 
coaches and staff for their cover· 
age of recent games and for an 
editorial written by Chronicle 
writer Brent Belvin. Belvin's edi
torial "graded" the basketball 
team and their recent perfor
mances. Kn) �y. �ki (old a local 
paper that the articles were ureally 
screwing our basketbaU i£:am and 
its players," and told �,tudent re
porters directly I11�t "you're 
whacked out and you don't appre
ciate what the fuck is going on and 
it pisses me off. . . ." 

The 1 3  Chronicle reporters said 
they felt intimidated by the 
events. Chronicle editor Craig 
Whitlock told a Durham reporter 
that people were suddenly "scared 
to take on the athletic department. 
They are afraid to say 'Coach K, 
you did something wrong! ' ., 

Athletic Director Tom Butters, 
in an attempt to dism iss the inci
dent, told the Chronicie that if 
they chose "to make an issue of it, 
then I'm gonna look at it very, 
very closely and somebody's gon
na come out the loser." 

Bu t after the shock of the inci
dents faded, students fought to 
end the intim idation they had 

experienced and exert their rights 
to free speech. 

Padgett is currently appealing 
the Publications Board's decision 
to the uni versity with the help of 
American Civil Liberties Union 
la wyer Will Spillane. Should his 
appeal be denied, he plans to fi le a 
lawsu it in state court. He said that 
rejoini ng the Jabberwocky staff 
was no longer the most important 
issue. Padgett said he wanted to 
show that his rig.ht to free speech 
was violated because the universi
ty bad failed to establish 
guidelines on the editorial rights 
of student journalists. 

"I'm not sure if being editor of 
the Jabberwocky again is the an
swer. I'm not even sure if I want 
it. The majority of the people I've 
worked with have resigned their 
positions as a resul t of the inci
dent. What I really want to ac
complish is to establish editor's 
rights," he said. 

Student reporters for The 
Chronicle fought the threat of 
censorship by reporting the inci
dent to one of the city's daily 
papers, The Durham Morning 
Herald. The paper covered the 
incident and published numerous 
editorials protesting the event. 
Student reporters then met with 
Krzyews)d to discuss the incident. .. 
While the coach did not formally 
apologize for verbally hara ssing 
the staff, he told The Chronicle 
that "there are a couple of things I 
would change . . . .  " 

Krzyzewslci said that he never 
intended to intimidate the news
paper statT members or force them 
to write only posi ti ve articles 
about his team . Whitlock dis
agreed, telling the New York 
Times that he was unsatisified 
with the outcome of the meeting. 

"} essentially wanted some as
surance that the university does 
not condone intimidation, at least 
that Coach K. was wrong, and I 
haven't heard that," he said . •  
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School bars student sex surveyi 
Homosexual questions spur prior review polity 
TEXAS - Despite its relevance 
to the discharge of men from a 
local Air Force base, a student 
survey about homosexuality was 
censored by administrators at Ar
lington Heigh ts High School. 

Principal Winifred Taylor at
tempted to bar distribution of the 
student newspaper's survey, which 

questioned stud ent  a ttitudes to
ward homosexuality at the Fort 
Worth school. Further attem pts 
were made by Taylor to establish 
a po licy that would req uire the 
principal to review all articles fo r 
the newpaper before publication. 

An agreem ent was reached be· 
tween reporters of the s tuden t 
newspaper, The Jacket Journal, 
a nd the school administration 
only after several heated battles 
regarding Taylor's new prior re
v iew policy took place. 

The agreement gave the princi
)al the right to review all surveys 
jistributed within the classroom. 
;tudents may distribute surveys 
lefore and after school and during 
unch periods without admi nistra
ive approvaL The principal may 
lot review articles to be published 
n the student paper. Students 
luoted in the ForI Worth Star· 
"elegram said tha t they had won a 
ictary against censorship and 
nor review. 

Jacket Journal editor Sarah 
)alton indicated that the most 
nportant aspect of the compre
l ise - the rights of student re
orters to dec ide what is 
ublished in their new paper 
revailed. 

"This mea n s  that we won. We 
ood up for our rights and we 

on." Dalton said in the Slar
elegram 's account o f  the even t. 

Donya Wi therspoon, facuIty ad
ser of the Jacket Journal, said 

at the survey was relevent and 
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timely because loca l newspapers 
had recently covered events sur
roundi ng the discha rge of twelve 
airmen at Carswell Air Force base 
because of their sexual orientation. 

The survey questioned students 
about their general attitudes to
wards homosexuality, their feel
ings 00 hom osex ual rights and 
their expos ure to homosexual ity 
through family, friends or within 
themselves. The survey did not 
requi re students to submit their 
names or " i den ti fy  themselves in 
any way," Witherspoo n sai d. 

"[Homosexuality] has been on 
my students' mi nds. Some of 
these students even live on the Air 
Force base . They'd been aski ng to 
run th is su rvey on hom osex uality 
to find out just what the attitudes 
of their peers were about a sensi
tive subject, "  Wi therspoon said. 

Witherspoon descri bed the sur· 
vey as "bland" compared to other 

student surveys distributed , deal
ing with drugs, ch ild abuse, date 
rape and teen-age drinking. She 
said, however, that the school's 
principal fo und the survey offen
sive and likely to cause em o tiona l 
problems in participating stu
dents. Witherspoo n disagreed. 

"The surveys we've run before 

on drugs and sex have not 'pro
moted ' the i ssue. Distribution of a 

su rvey does not mean that stu
dents fee l  any certain way about 
an issue. They were not trying to 
pro m ote homosex uality. That's 
not wha t a survey's function is," 
Wi therspoon said. 

Forbidden to distribute the 400 
su rveys by Taylor, students putr 
lished a copy of it along with a 
related edi torial in the paper's 
ne xt edi tion. 

At a subseq uen t school board 
meeting on the subject, nearly 100 
parents, facuIty members and stu
dents showed their support for the 
staff's freedom to di stri bute the 
surv eys . The meeting also re
ceived coverage by three local 
television stations. The Fort 
Worth Slar- Telegram ran several 
news stories and edi torials on the 
subjec t. The board reached no 
decision. 

The students then sent a letter 
of appeal to school superintendent 
Don Robens. They were instruct
ed to meet with Tay lor to discuss 
the matter before appealing. 

Students met once again with 
Tay lor and eventually agreed 
upon the p resent compromise. 

Gene Zipperlen, an editor on the 
Slar- Telegram 's National/Foreign 
Des k .  said in a recen t editorial 
that because Taylor reserved the 
right to review all surveys distrib
uted i n  the classroom the 
agreement was on ly "a partial 
victory for the jou rna lists, and the 
threat of prior restraint remains." 

While genera l ly content with 
the agreement, students sti1\ com
plai ned about several of its stip
u latio n s. Ma naging ed i tor A ngela 
Sweeney tOld the Slar- Telegram 
that the three-day period given to 
Taylor to review surveys distrib.
u ted in class was ·'ridiculous." • 
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Big News 
Adviser back 

CALIFORNlA - The story of a 
journalism adviser who was 
transferred from East Los Angeles 
College after the student newspa
per began covering controversial 
campus issues under her directio n, 
came to a happy endi ng in Feb
ruary when she returned to her 
position. 

Jean Stapleton's trouble began 
in Apri l 1988 when she was com
pleting her 1 5 th year at East Los 
Angeles. She said that she had a 
group of experienced students on 
the staff of the Campus News who 
were able to begin investigating 
controversial campus issues after 
they had mastered their new com
puter system. 

The News reported on a story 
about the chairman of the busi
ness department, Hal Min tz, who 
was arrested on charges of runni ng 
a house of prostitution and in
come tax evasion. Stapleton said 
the News sta ffers knew about the 
prostitution house and had col
lected some facts about Mintz 
before his arrest. 

When M i ntz was arrested, the 
News was prepared to cover local 
angles to the story with informa
tion about the quality of Mintz's 
classes. They reported that Mintz 
Iud been missing classes and was 
bribing students with high grades 
to stay out of trouble. Mintz later 
pleaded no co ntest to charges of 
tax evasion and prostitituion. 

The News also wrote about a 
letter written by the then-president 
of the college, Arthur Avila, to the 
West HoUywood Business License 
Commission praising Mintz. Avila 
later resigned after receiving a 
faculty vote of no confidence. 

The newspaper's next big issue 
came a month later when a copy 
of the student body president's 
transcript was anonymously deliv
ered to the newspaper office. The 
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transcript showed that the student, 
Lisa Quesada, was only enrolled 
for three units of classes instead of 
the nine units that are required for 
invol vement in student govern
ment. The transcript was pub
lished i n  the newspaper along with 
Quesada's explanation that she 
had added two classes too late to 
appear on her transcript. 

Other stories exposed profes
sors who held degrees from unac
credited colleges and corruption in 
the Associated Student Organiza� 
tion, including a $250 phone bill 
with charges for calls out of the 
country and to 97�prefix numbers. 

In May 1 988, Quesada and ad
ministrators charged in a formal 
disciplinary action that Stapleton 
and the News violated federal and 
state privacy rules in printing the 
transcript. Stapleton was trans
ferred to Pierce College. 

The acting vice chancellor of 
human resources, Jose Robledo, 
was reported to have cited ethical 
lapses that led to Stapleton's 
transfer in an LA Weekly article 
last November. Robledo said that 
Stapleton created conflict. He also 
critici zed her for allowing Quesa
da's transcript to be printed. 

At Pierce, Stapleton was given 
three lecture courses and one writ-
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ing course. Pierce al ready had 
three advisers for its student pub
licati on ,  and Stapleton said that 
she felt she had no hope of ever 
becoming an adviser while she 
was there. 

"I'm an adviser, that's what my 
love is," she said. 

Stapleton fought the universi
ty's decision, and tried to get her 
job back. On Nov. 30, an arbitra. 
tor ruled that the d istrict had been 
wrong in transferring her. She was 
reinstated on Feb. 5. 

Stapleton said that some of her 
former students returned to the 
newspaper and the atm osphere 
around campus has changed for 
the better. 

.J 

"It's like a d ifferent school;' 
Stapleton said. "I think I'm get
ting more respect." 

Robledo, no longer critical of 
Sta pleton, sa id since the arrival of 
the new president, Omero Suarez, 
t here has been a more positive 
atmosphere on campus. 

"We're going to try to work 
together on this for the good of 
the instituti on," Robledo said.  

The happy ending may have left 
less opportunity for the student's 
to practice their investigative re· 
porting skil ls. Many of the faculty 

coruinued on pag� 28 

SPlC Report 27 



CENSORSHIP 

continued/rom pagt 2 7  

members who had caused prob
lems for Stapleton have since re
tired or transferred, and the 
sources of corruption in the school 
seem to have dried up, Stap leton 
said. 

" There's not as much to investi
gate," Stapleton said. "That's the 
problem in this business, you can 
clean up your beat, but you risk 
pu t ti ng yourself out of work." • 

News trashed 
300 papers stolen 

CALIFORNIA - Student editors 
at Oblone College in San Jose 
reported that a November issue of 
the weekly Ohlone Monitor disa� 
peared from distribution boxes. 
The newspaper contained a story 
about a proposal for an automatic 
student government fee. Student 
government leaders said the news
paper gave a neg.ative report of the 
fee. 

About 300 copies were later 
found in trash bins on campus 
and in the desks of student gov
ernment leaders, according to An
i 18 Schaefer, editor in chief of the 
Monitor. 

"We don't really know who 
took the newspapers, .. Schaefe r  
said. 

Sue Crust, coordinator of cam
pus activities, confinned that 
some of the papers were found in 
desks at the student government 
offices, but she refused to com
ment on the possible involvement 
of student government leaders. 

Crust said there was no proof 
tbat the students were i nvolved . 

There is no policy in place to 
prevent this from happen ing 
again, accorcling to Crust. 

"I think it has happened at 
other schools , and it could happen 
again anytime, anywhere," Crust 
said. 

Schaefer said that the incident 
was handled informally. Florence 
Reynolds, the Mon;tor's ad v i ser, 
contacted Crust and the papers 
were returned the same day. • 
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Drug story causes conOict; 
i 

student editorial rejected 
PENNSYL v ANIA-Central 
Catholic High School principal 
lames Hodrick calls it "a lack of 
communication about a sensit ive 
subject" in reference to a censored 
issue of a student newspaper. 

Hodrick ha lted d istribution of 
the student newspaper when he 
claimed an editorial advocating 
the legalization of drugs contra
dicted the school's ethical stan-

- . 
dards. Several members of the 
staff contacted reporter Scott 
Wade of Allentown's Morning 
Call. telling him of the alleged 
censorship. Wade reported the in
cident in the local paper. Shortly 
after the event The Call received 
several letters to the editor pro
testi ng the principal's actions. 

Students expressed anger at Ho
drick's decision, calling it "totally 
unfair." One student was reported 
in The Morning Call as asking 
what "are we supposed to talk 
about nuns and priests all the 
time?" Twenty members of the 
student paper's staff also ex
pressed hesitation in giving their 
names to reporters. No punish
ment occurred as a result of the 
incident. 

Hodrick said that his goal was 
not to censor the paper but to 
warn students about the sensitivi
ty involved in reporting on issues 
involving drugs, sex and alcohol 
within a Catholic school system. 

Had there been available time to 
discuss the issue with students 
before the publication deadline, 
Hodrick believes the conllict 
could have been prevented. 

"I understand that students 
have a risht to free speech. How
ever, students need to be aware of 
certain 'sensitive' subjects that 
should be reported with special 
care. I wanted to meet with the 
staff before the paper went to 
press, but was out of town," Ho
drick said. 

"I left a message to students 
that I would discuss the editorial 
with them. Unfortunately, all that 
was relayed to them was that the 
article would not run. I am sorry 
for that. These are good kids, and 
I understood the intellect involved 
in their arguments." 

Hodrick added that his decision 
to bait distribution o f  the paper 
was based on the editorial's "pre
sentation," claiming that it did 
not consider the elementary 
school-age portion of the paper's 
readership when addressing the 
"sensiti ve subjects." 

"What needed to be discussed 
was the audience involved. The 
paper is sent to an elementary 
school . Their subject was accept
able, their presentation was not 
and that is what we would have 
worked on." 

Hodrick said that be was aware 
of the Hazelwood decision , and 
the increased discretion given to 
school administrators as a result. 
He said also that such rules do not 
apply to Catholic schools. Accord
ing to Hodrick, neither idea af
fected his decision to confiscate 
the student paper. 

" Despite the Hazelwood deci
sion, private schools do need to 
recognize basic civil rights of their 
students. I wanted to discuss the 
article first, not censor it," Ho
drick said . •  
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Journalists suffer for satirical editorial 
MASSACHUSETTS - Despite a 
principal's vehement denial of 
censorship at Longmeadow High 
School, a satirical editorial in the 
school's newspaper prompted the 
resignation of a faculty adviser 
and the reassignment of two stu
dent editors. 

Senior Adam Shatz and David 
Kent, once editors of the school's 
student-operated newspaper, The 
Jet JOller, were removed from 
their positions after an editorial 
appeared in the November issue 
criticizing two Longmeadow 
teachers. Principal Donald Mur
phy confiscated issues of the paper 
and refused to allow their distribution. 

The paper's faculty adviser, 
John Fitzgerald, said that the stu
dents were removed from their 
staff positions because of the con
troversial nature of the editorial's 
content, which compared the 
teachers to Communist leaders 
and implied that the school's su
perintendent had used LSD. 

Shatz wrote the letter shortly 
after the teachers "expelled him 
from the library for talking." The 
school maintai ns a strict policy 
prohibiting conversation in the 
library. 

"The subject of the' article was 
highly sensitive. One of the teach
ers satirized had recently been 
sprayed with sodium nitrate. She 
was made to feel further attacked 
by the article," Fitzgerald said. 

"I removed the editors from 
their positions because of this, and 
because of the fact that they 
hadn't been doing their jobs. The 
paper was beginning to take on a 
very negative, cynical attitude." 

Fitzgerald resigned his position 
as faculty adviser of ttte paper 
during the controversy. 

Fonner editor Adam Shatz said 
tha t he believed the incident mir
rored the suppressive climate after 
the Hazelwood decision. Shatz 
said he documented the incident 
for himself because he was not 
allowed to comment on the inci
dent in an article run in the Bos
ton Globe. 

Ironically, Massachusetts has a 
student freedom of expression 
law, which was passed in 1 98.S'- as 
a direct response to the Ha
zelwood decision. The law guar
antees students full protection 
under the First Amendment to 
"express their views through 
speech and symbols, [and] to 

Paper confronts gay sex issues 
WISCONSIN - Wben students 
publ:iJhed a series of articles on 
homosexuality in the Williams 
Bay student newspaper, the ad
mini.stration talked about discon
tinuing the paper, the faculty 
adviser's job was reviewed, the 
community protested and editor 
Jennifer Knight became a hero 
among her peers. 

The articles, which included an 
interview with a gay man, a report 
on community counseling for ho
mosexuals and a general informa
tion story, prompted twelve local 
residents to complain about The 
Bull Dog Barker's two-page spread 
on the SUbject. 

Dissenters included members 
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of local religious groups, who 
Questioned the articles "morality" 
and members of the community 
who felt that the AIDS issue was 
not sufficiently discussed. Others 
felt that the articles' sources of 
information, including the Ameri
can Psychiatric Association, were 
not reliable or relevent to the 
subject of homosexuality. 

"Everything was questioned, 
from sources of information to the 
moral stance of the newspaper, to 
the discretion of our adviser Philip 
Sanbom." Knight said. "It was 
emotionally hard on the whole 
staff and I think there'll always be 

ClJnlinued on pag� 30 

write, publish and disseminate 
their views." 

"I have everything, what really 
happened documented, for myself. 
I see definate suppression in this 
event. The Globe didn't report 
that the newspapers containing the 
articles were confiscated. I wrote 
up the event also because there 
were too many little facts that 
didn't surface when the story be
came public," Shatz said. 

Shatz said he felt that student 
satire should be accepted and rec
ognized as openly and readily as 
that which is found in magazines 
such as the The Nation and books 
like Plato 's Republic. 

"The satire found in these pub
lications is identified as satire and 
appreciated for what it is, unlike 
student satire, which is seen as 
malicious thanks to Hazelwood, " 
Shatz said. 

"I think the administration 
made a big deaJ about a parody. I 
just felt that my satirical view
point had been made clear in the 
editorial." • 
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contilWed fro," page 29 
1 976 and S upp. 1989). 

Although the Slate courts have not 
ruled on whether the state's shield law 
applies to student reporters, there are 
several reasons to believe that students 
would be prot.ected from compelled 
disclosure. 

The shield law protects "[Al person 
engaged in, connected with,or employed 
by news media for the purpose of gath
ering. procuring, transmitting. compil
ing, editing or disseminating news for 
the general public . ... " Student reporters 
clearly are engaged in, connected with 
and possibly even employed by the news 
media. However, student reporters may 
have a harder lime showing that the 
general public is their audience. Stu
dents may try to prove that the general 
public is their audience by showing that: 
(1)  their publications are read by per
sons other than students, (2) their publi
cations address issues of general interest 
in the comm unity, or (3) their publica

tions comply with the shield law re
quirements in all other respects. 

In applying the shield law. a New 
J crsey superiorcoun liberally construed 
the requirements for what constitUies a 
"news medium" under the statute. 1 n re 
Avila. 206 NJ. Super. 6 1 ,  501 A.2d 
1018 (App. Div. 1 985). The court said 
a 20-page tabloid paper fell under the 
statutory language extending that privi
lege to reporters at a publication "simi
lar to" a  newspaper_ The court ruled that 
the tabloid , which was distributed fcet!, 
did not meet the statutory requirements 
of a "newspaper" because it did not have 
a paid circulation . But the court ex
tended the privilege to the tabloid, say
ing that the courts should look at the 
intention behind the stabltory require
ments rather than merely the fonn. The 
decision suggests that even if a student 
publication does not strictly comply with 
the shield law's requirements , a court 
may possibly extend the privilege to 
students connected with the publication. 

SeveraJ other decisions have recog
nized that the legislature has tried to 
establish the strongest possible proteC
tion for reporters and the news media. 
For example. in In re Schuman, 1 I 4 NJ. 
14, 552 A.2d 602 (1989) , the supreme 
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coun held thal the shield law protects 
journalists from being compelled .to 
testify for the prosecution in a crim inal 
case, even if lIle infonnation otnews has 
already been disseminated. Also. the 
shield law protects reporters who are 
defendants in libel cases. Maressa Y. 
New Jersey Monthly. 85 NJ. 1 76, 445 
A.2d 376, cert. denied. 459 U.S . 907 
(1 982). 

NEW YORK 
Shield uw: N. Y. eiv. Rights Law Sec
tion 79-h (McKinney 1 976 & Supp. 
1989). 

New York is one of the only states to 
intCIJ)t'et its sh ield law in a case involv
ing student reporters. In New York v. 
Hennessey, 13 Med. L. Rptr. 1 109 (Disc 
Cl Nassau ety. 1986), the court held 
that srudent reporters at Hofstra Univer
sity were not protected by the law. The 
court held that the student publication 
was not a "newspaper" under the statu
tory defmition. Al though the court's 
decision does not carry the same pre
cedential weight as an appellate court 
decision, it indicates lhatthecourts might 
strictly construe theshield law's require
ments. 

According to Ihe law ' s definition, a 
newspaper js a paper thal has been ordi

narily printed and distributed at leas t 
once a week for a year or more. In 
addition, a newspaper must conlain news. 
articles of opinion, feaUJres . advert.is-

� . ;, ,.  . 
. 

� .. . 

ing , or other matter regarded as of CW'
rent interest, have a paid circulation and 
be entered at the post office as second� 
class matter. Student publications must 
meet each of the required statutOry re
quirements, which may be difficult gi ven 
the nature of many student publications. 

The shield law itself protects "profes
sionaijournalists" who "for gain or live
lihood, [are) engaged in gathering, pre
paring, collecting, writing,editing,filin
ing. taping or photographing of news 
intended for a newspaper, magazine, 
news agency, press association or wire 
service or other professional medium or 
agency . .. . " 

Given the court's decision in Hen
nessey, it is questionable that a student 
reporter could qualify for the privilege 
as a "professional journalist." While 
few student journalists derive theirliv('r 
lihood from their work on a student 
publication, it is not clear whether stu
dents who are given a scholarship, tui
tion reim bursement or other compensa
tion for Iheir work might be said 10 
"gain" from such participation. 

Those reporters who Qualify for the 
privilege are protected by one of the 
mOst comprehensive shield laws in the 
country. The shield law provides an 
absolute privilege to journalistS to ref
use to disclose confidential sources or 
information in a civil or criminal pro
ceeding. The law extends a qualified 
privilege for nonconfidential news .• 
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principal of GibraIter High 
School, Stanley Kochanski, oIr 
jected to what he described to the 
AS5')Ciated Press as "satanic kinds 
of things." 

The district was reported to 
have discovered "satanic over

tones"· within a story called "Gi
bralter's Monsters," a poem which 
included the words "the blood 
cleanses," and illustrations of 
dragons. Paye said that the blood 
references in the student's poem 
were symbolic of Christian ideas, 
not representative of human sacrifire. 

"The poem was intelligent and 
was submitted by one of the 
school's best writers. He never 
intended his words to be inter
preted the way they were. It really 

was a very good piece, and that is 
what we're basically suing the 
district about. I felt they were 
silencing a good writer," Paye said. 

Witters disagreed. 
"The articles themselves were 

questionable. The subjects and the 
wording of the articles were inap
propriate. The district had every 
right to prevent what they saw as 
inappropriate from being distriIr 
uted," Witters said. 

Witters spoke on behalf of 
Kochanski and superintendent Je
rome Pavlov, who were unavail
able for comment. 

DenenreId said that the district's 
censorship of the magazine stifled 
students creativity and promoted 
� studmt publications. 

Police confiscate student's film 
KENTUCKY - In response to a 
conflict between a photographer 
and local police, students and an 
adviser at the Kentucky Kernel 
ha ve established a policy 10 guide 
student journalists in working 
with police at the scene of an 
accident 

Michael Clevenger, a photosra
pher for the daily student newspa� 
per at the University of Kentucky 
in Lex.ington, arrived on the scene 
of a particularly gruesome acci� 
dent involving a car and a pedes
trian last November. A local 
police officer gave him permission 
to take pictures. 

After taking approximately five 
pictures, a second police officer 
confiscated the film and asked 
Clevenger to leave the accident 
scene. 

The police officer who confis
cated the film claimed that Cle
venger had moved evidence. He 
said that it would be necessary to 
compare aevenger's photos to the 
original police photos to see if 
anything had been changed. 

Clevenger, who claims that he 
did not touch any evidence, says 
that he was forced to comply with 
the pol ice request because he was 
threatened with arrest. 

The film was returned three 
days later. One picture ran as part 
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of a story about Clevenger's prob
lems with the police, but at that 
time the accident itself was no 
longer a timely story, 

"There was no news at that 
point," Clevenger said. 

Lan)' Walsh, chief of police for 
the Lexington·Fayette metro area, 
said ·that the police officer who 
confiscated the film was acting on 
his emotions because of the nature 
of the accident. 

"The photographer wasn't act
ing improperly, the police (officer) 
was," Walsh said. 

The police had not established 
the proper perimeter around the 
accident scene, according to 
Walsh. 

The Kernel's staff has since 
accepted a policy to help reporters 
handle these types of situations. 
The policy was written by the 
faculty adviser, and the students 
agreed 0 n it. 

"We decided it was fair and 
accurate." Clevenger said. 

The policy says reporters can 
get access to an accident scene 
with pennission. If they cannot 
get pennission from the police 
officers at the scene of the acci
dent, Ihen they should try other 
channels, according to the new 
policy. 

CENSORSHIP -

"The satanic allegations are lu
dicrous. They arose from a draw
mg aside an article about 
monsters. I read the story and 
can't figure out what makes the 
story smack of Satanism," Denen
feld said. 

.. It's the same old situation. An 
official decides that if a student 
writes about something, he's con
tributing or participating in it. It 
shows a lack of creativity and 
appreciation of irony on the ad
ministration's part. Their answer 
to everything touchy is 'confis.
cate.' " 

Witters said that althOUgh ini
tial proceedings have begun, the 
trial date could be six months 
away . •  

The policy also says tbat if a 
police officer tries to confiscate a 
reporter's notes or film, then the 
reporter has the right to "respect
fully decline. " 

Oevenger said that he fears 
possible arrest for anyone who 
refuses to give up their notes or 
film. However, Walsh insisted 
that no one will be arrested for 
refusing to comply with a request 
like this. 

"We don't act as editors of the 
news media," Walsh said . •  
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Fired adviser plans to accept cash settlement 

CAUFORNIA - A former publi
cations manager at CaJifomia 
State University at Los Angeles 
has plans to accept an out-of-court 
cash settlement in a dispute with 
the university, but the uni versity 
said be missed the deadline and 
the case is closed. 

Mark Haefele was fired from 
his position with the University 
Times in April 1 989. Haefele said 
the conflict began as a result of a 
story he wrote about Joan Zyda, 
the adviser prior to Haefele who 
was fired in a heated controversy 
the year before, and other student
written stories about controversial 
topics. 

The Los Angeles Times reported 
that Haefele was fired for "unsa t
isfactory job performance" and for 
allowing "too many errors" in the 
s c h o o l ' s  p ubl i ca t i o n . The 

statements were attributed to 
Cba rles Simm ons, the newspaper's 
faculty adviser and Haefele's su
pervisor, and Keith Henning, 
then-chairman of the communica
tions department. 

Haefele threatened to sue the 
university for the loss of his job, 
and Simmons and Henning for 
libel. 

Working through union repre
sentati ves, Haefele and the univer� 
sity reached an agreement last 
su mmer. The university agreed to 
retract the statements and com
pensate Haefele for two months 
back pay totaling close to $6,000. 
The university later cbanged the 
offer to under $600, according to 
Haefele. 

Irene Cordoba, an employee 
relations specialist for the chan-

cell or's office at the unive�ity, 
said that Haefele missed the Fe� 
ruary deadline to accept the set� 
tlement and the university was 
considering the case to be dosed. 

Haefele said in March that there 
was no deadline set on the 
agreement and as far as be knew 
he could still accept it. He still 
plans to accept the offer as long as 
it does not preclude him from 
suing Henning and Simmons for 
libel. 

Haefele, who now works at 
KCET public television as a writ
er, said since he has a job he n o  
longer bad to worry about irre�
rable damage to his career caused 
by the allegedly defamatory 
statements, However, for the sake 
of his reputation he was planning 
to continue pursuing his case . •  

School board upholds new prior review policy 
MONTANA - Faculty adviser 
Mark Kell y  hoped that the letter 
he had received from tbe chair
man of the Boulder School Dis
trict was a mistake. The letter 
outlined the school board's new 
policy that allowed a board com
mittee to review and publically 
comment on the newspaper's cov· 
erage of upcoming faculty contract 
negotiations before the paper went 
to press. 

The letter, KeUy said, sent bim 
"terrifying messages of censorship 
and prior review." His worries 
materialized when the school 
board voted to uphold the request 
by a 4-3 vote. 

The "policy" described would 
require student reporters to sub-
mit the final draft of <Lany article 
dealing with negotiations or nego
tiation issues to the board negotia
tion committee at least ODe week 
prior to deadline." 

The board also demanded an 
equal amount of space for com
menting on the reported informa
tion in the same issue of the 
newspaper. 
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After the school's board of 
trustees voted to uphold the let
ter's stipulations, Kel ly contacted 
the Montana Teacher's Union and 
med a grieva nce. The grievance is 
expected to be reviewed by the 
state sometime this summer. Kel
ly said that he hoped to obtain 
legal counsel before that time . 
Should the school board stand by 

the prior review policy. Kelly said 
he would take further legal action. 

"I would drop the grievance 
like a bad habit should the board 
overturn its decision. But 1 don 't 
think things are moving in that 
direction ," Kelly said. 

Kelly said that the school 
board's demands prevented the 
Panther Press from writing both 
objective and editorial-type arti� 
des regarding teacher negotia
tions. His deepest concerns 
included the all�ncompassing 
reach of the letter's substance and 
the ethical lessons the demands 
sent to student journalists. 

"Here is the frightening part. 
When administrators said stu
dents couldn't cover teacher nego
tiations, that suddenly incl udes all 
these subjects of importance to a 
great many people - for instance 
merit pay, further education, fac
ulty walk-outs, budget strikes, etc. 
Suddenl y  students can't  touch on 
a whole lot of subjects," Kelly said. 

Kelly said he believed that the 
letter was the result of the admin-
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istration's sensitivity to student 
criticism. 

"The administration isn't hid
ing any huge secret. They j ust 
don't want to be criticized by 
students or by anyone for that 
matter. Another big issue here is 
that this letter directed at students 
indirectly includes anyone in the 
community who wishes to crit
icize the school [through letters to 
the editor]. Our paper includes a 
large part of the community," 
Kelly said. 

School board President Janice 
Anderson stated with in the letter 
to Kelly that the main goal of the 
policy was "to teach [Jefferson 
High School] journalism students 

the importance of balanced news 
co verage. " 

In an editorial submitted to the 
local paper, The Boulder Monitor. 
Kelly said that The Panther's stu
dent reporters do not need the 
school board to "censor the news
paper" in order to "teach them 
objecti vi ty. " 

Several other letters to the edi
tor were submitted to The Mon
itor defending Kelly's position. 

"Some detached professionals 
obviously believe the paper is 
objective and this year's staff has 
already proven themselves worthy 
to deal with controversial issues in 
a responsible, ethical, fr�e press," 
he stated. _ 

Student movie reviews rejected 
NEW JERSEY - A student at 
Clearview Regional Junior High 
School filed a lawsuit against the 
principal, the superintendent and 
the board of education in Feb
ruary because movie reviews of 
Mississippi Burning and Rain 
Man that he had written were 
excl uded from the student news
paper because of their R rating. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of New Jersey is represent
ing the student, Brien Desilets, in 
what will be the first case since 
Hazelwood to ask a state court to 
use the state's more li beral free
dom of speech laws in making its 
decision. 

The lawsuit was filed in state 
superior court claiming the 
school's action violates both the 
state and federal constitutions, 
according to Edward Martone, ex
ecutive director for the ACLU. 

Martone said that because the 
Hazelwood decision would have 
precedence in this case in a federal 
court decision based on federal 
law, he decided to take the case to 
a state court with a state constitu
tional claim and defend it as if 
Hazelwood never happened. 

New Jersey courts have in ter
preted their state constitution's 
free expression provision as being 
m ure protective of individual 
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rights than the First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. Thus a 
court decision based on state law 
could provide students with more 
rights than they were given under 
Hazelwood. 

"I'm not stupid," Martone said. 
"I wouldn't bring a case like this 
to a federal court after H a
zelwood. " 

Desilets said he wants to pre
vent the censorship of movie re
views for future publications of 
the Pioneer Press. and he wants 
his reviews to be published. 

Desilets said the student news
paper has published reviews of R
rated movies before, but often 
without including the movie's rat
ing in the story. This time, the 
rating was not only included, but 
because of a typesetting error the 
rating was printed in a larger type 
than it should have been and was 
especially noticeable, Desilets 
said. 

Michael Toscano, the school 
superintendent, and Charles Bish
op, the principal who censored the 
review, refused to comment. How
ever, Toscano told the ACLU that 
the reviews were excluded because 
junior high students cannot attend 
R-rated m ovies unless they are 
accompanied by a parent or 
guardian . •  

CENSORSHIP 

Fund created 
INDIANA - The burden of 
legal expenses may be partially 
lifted from a former yearbook 
adviser at Ben Davis High 
School in her quest to rectify 
what she believes were infring
ments upon her First Amend
ment rights. 

The Athmann Legal Defense 
Fund, whose steering commit
tee includes Ben Davis High 
School alumni and parents and 
both high school and college 
faculty members, was recently 
created to raise money to cover 
court expenses for English 
teacher Marilyn Athmann. 

Once the ad viser to the Key
hole. the Indianapolis school's 
award-winning yearbook, Ath
mann was removed from her 
position after she refused to 
surrender coverage of the 1 987 
football championship to the 
school's athletic department. 

Athmann said that although 
she was told her removal 
stemmed from poor faculty and 
student relations, she believed 
t h e  y e a r b o o k  i n c i d e n t  
prompted Principal James Mif
flin's decisi on. 

"I think it's really ironic that 
I was fired from my yearbook 
[for problems with] the very 
people who are supporting my 
defense fund. If relations are so 
awful with these people, why is 
the response to this so posi
tive?" Athmann said. 

Atbmann and steeri ng com
mittee members hope that the 
Legal Defense fund can raise 
$25,000 to cover Athmann's 
attorney fees. Athmann is not 
asking for a monetary damage 
award. 

"I would j ust like to prove a 
point. [The school administra
tors] have said things that 
aren't true in order to carry out 
an action that goes against stu
dent editors' rights to control 
what goes into their yearbook," 
Athmann said. _ 
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\Jewspapers renloved 
)ean blames inaccurate drug reporting 
DRTH CAROLINA - When 
� student newspaper at Elon 
�lIege published a series of sto
s about student drug use the 
'ekend before incom ing fresh
�n and parents were to visit the 
n pus, the dean of admissions 
j all of the student newspapers 
noved from their distribution 
nds. 

Mindy Schneeberger, editor of 
e Pendulum. said that a survey 
s taken in the fall of L 988 by 
Piedmont Independent College 

iociation of students from six 
versities in North Carolina. 
sses were chosen randomly to 
ticioate in the survey. 

�Ion's associate dean of student 
tirs, lana Lynn Fields Patter
, received the results of the 
orey i n  the fall of 1 989. and she 
uested that The Pendulum staff 
te about the survey. 

chneeberger said the newspa
staff decided to not only write 
ut the survey, but also take an 
epth look at drug use on cam-

The length of the paper was 
eased from the usual eight 
�s to 1 6  pages for the issue, in 

because of the amount of 
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advertisements that had been sold 
for the issue. 

On Thursday, Nov. 9, Schnee
berger distributed approximately 
2,600 newspapers. Sometime on 
Friday night or Saturday morning, 
the papers were removed from the 
distribution racks. 

Nan Perkins, dean of admis
sions, adm itted to having the pa
pers removed. Perkins said that 
she was co ncerned by an inaccura
cy in one of the stories. The story 
said that over 34 percent of the 
students at Elon used cocaine on a 
regular basis. The figure, in fact, 
represented the number of stu
dents who smoked marijuana reg
ularly. Cocai ne was used on a 
regular basis by 7 . 5  percent of the 
students surveyed. 

Perkins said she did not want 
the 800 to 1 ,000 incoming fresh
men and parents who were ex
pected to visit that weekend to 
draw conclusions about the school 
based on the inaccurate statistics, 
se she had the papers removed. 

The papers were to have been 
returned at the end of the visita
tion day, but Perkins said they 
were uni ntentionally disposed of 
instead. 

Schneeberger said she does not 
feel that inaccuracies justi fy re
moving the paper. 

"To me it was an issue of 
censorsh ip," Schneeberger said. 

Perklns also thought the stories 
should have mentioned that six 
other schools were involved in the 
survey. 

Schneeberger said that they 
were trying to focus on Elon. The 
fact that six other schools were 
surveyed was removed from one 
story in editing. 

Perkins apologized for her ac
tions and said, "I very much re� 
gret the decision." 

The university decided to pay 
for the paper to be printed aga in 
and redistributed. The Pendulum 
staff removed so me of the stories 
that were no longer timely, includ
ing sports and entertainment pre
views, and they included a letter 
of apology from Perki ns. an edito
rial condemning the act written by 
Schneeberger and letters to the 
editor addressing the issue. They 
also corrected the statistical inac
curacies and changed a graph that 
had caused some confusion in the 
original publication. 

The issue was covered by local 
radio stations and commercial 
newspapers. Schneeberger said 
students at Elon and the general 
public have been very critical of 
the uni versity since the removal 
of the newspaper. 

"The paper was supposedly 
pulled to avoid giving people a 
negative impression of Elon. That 
action in itself reflects badly upon 
Elon," Schneeberger wrote in her 
editorial. 

The media board, an advisory 
group of faculty and students, was 
working on a policy this spring 
that would discourage sim ilar inci
dents from occuring in the future. 
The policy will be presented to the 
school president and the Student 
Government Association when it 
is finished, Schneeberger said. 

Bradd Hamm, a media board 
adviser, said, "I do not expect any 
further problems as the students 
continue \0 address issues facing 
this campus." • 
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Protests prompt change in distribution policy 
TEXAS - Student protests have 
led officials at the University of 
Texas to decrease restrictions on 
the distribution of student publi
cations . . 

Until early this February, stu
dent publications with any adver
tising content could only be 
distributed from approximately 
twenty pre-designated locations. 
Student editors complained that 
the locations were not always in 
the most visible, h igh-traffic areas 
of campus. The papers also had to 
be placed in distribution racks 
that cost $35.  

In April 1987, a federal court 
found that the university's regula
tion was a constitutional time, 
place and manner restriction. 

Judge James Nowlin found that 
the rule was "narrowly tailored to 
serve a significant governmental 
interest, and leaves open ample 
alternative channels of commu
nication" in Texas Review Society 
v. Cunningham. a case initiated by 
a conservati ve student publication 
called the Texas Review. 

Consuelo Trevino, a student 
development specialist for the uni
versity, said that recent student 
protests caused the un iversity to 
reinterpret the regulation. 

Trevino said that official stu
dent organizations can now put up 
tables on campus. In order to be 
given official student organization 
status, groups must have three 
members. She said the tables are 
usually put up in the high-traffic 
West Mall area of cam pus. From 

the table students can pass out 
their publications. 

In addition, the student's asso
ciation recently responded to peti
tions signed by student editors 
and bought nine racks for alterna
tive student publications. The 
Campus Activities Office pur
chased one rack for the same 
purpose. 

However, the new interpreta
tion of the policy would only 
allow students to put a table in 
one of the designated distribution 
areas and set their papers on it for 
whoever chooses to pick one up, 
according to James Vick, vice 
president for student affairs. 

"The only thing you can't do is 
hand a paper to another student," 
Vick said. · 

Editors of alterpative student 
publications had complained that 
the old interpretation of the regu
lation limited the number of read
ers that they could reach and was 
a violation of academic freedom. 

Prior to the change in policy, 
University officia1� stopped writ
ers from The Women 's Alternative 
Times . . a bi-monthly publication, 
from putting a distribution rack in 
the university'S largest women's 
dormitory because it was not a 
designated area. 

Other editors claimed that pur
chasing the racks was impossible 
for a low budget publication. 

Scott Henson, editor of the 
monthly Polemicist. said that the 
publication survives mainly on 
donations. Advertising helps pay 

for some of the prod uction costs 
so Henson and Philpott are cov
ered under the regulation. Because 
of their low budget, Henson said 
that they cannot afford to pur
chase distribution racks. 

"We can barely afford to pub
lish," Henson said. "We do this 
out of our house." 

Before the change some student 
editors, including Henwn, had 
been handing out their publica
tions in the West Mall area in 
direct violation of the policy. 

Henson said the university 
threatened to take away the offi
cial student group status of the 
Polemicist if they did not stop 
using this method for distributing 
the publication. 

Loss of student group status 
would mean that the magazine 
could not use the uni versity print
ing service, which Henson said 
costs less than using a commercial 
printer. 

University officials maintain 
that the regulation is nece�ry to 
cutb private business solicitation 
on campus and to prevent the 
university from being viewed as 
endorsers of advertising in student 
publications. 

The official student publ ication, 
the Daily Texan. has not played 
an active role in the campus pro
tests, but ran at least one editorial 
in the paper opposing the policy, 

.. 

Karen Adams, editor in chief, 
said . •  

Teachers resolve to defend student freedom of speech rights 
MARYLAND - The National lation protecting the "rights of 
Council of Teachers of English students to freedom of speech 
passed a rewlution defending and press." The council's reso-
student press rights at their lution also urged local commu-
annual business meeting in Bal- nities and school systems to 
timore, spurring si milar actions help "ensure these rights." 
in several other states. Pat Graff, chairman of the 

The council's actions, which NCTE Committee on English 
prompted affiliates of the group Teachers and School Publica-
to introduce similar ideas to tions, told the Journalism Edu-
chapters in Colorado and New cation Association that the 
Mexico, urged educators to sup- group set seven primary goals 
port the passage of state legis- for 1 990. They include the dis-
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semination of i nformation " on 
the legal and ethical impl ica
tions of publications advise-

ment," promoting "active, 
positive networking between 
NCTE members [and] groups 

involved with the advisement 
of publications," and establish
ing "communication links be-

tween other NCTE groups that 
deal in areas of similar con-
cerns." • 
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Principal pressures sex articles from paper 
NEW JERSEY - Editors of a 
high school student newspaper did 
not publish three articles dealing 
with student sexuality after the 
school's principal threatened to 
censor the stories. 

Despite the censorship, both 
Craig laCava, editor of the stu
dent newspaper, the Sting, and 
Holmdel High School principal 
Richard White claim that the inci
dent is promoting positive efforts 
to improve the school's sex educa
tion curriculum. 

LaCava said that he knew the 
three articles dealing with the 
school's "faulty" sex education 
curriculum, teen pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted disease and 
condom usage would create con
troversy within the school as well 
as in the community. Feeling that 
such issues needed to be ad
dressed, laCava and Sting staffers 
opted to ignore principal White's 
warnings and print the articles. 

White met students at the print
�r and halted the articles' publica
ion, offering to meet with Sting 
:taff members to discuss the con
lict. 

"White agreed to allow us to 
lublish one article without any 
:hanges," laCava said. "Another 
vas allowed to go to print with 
pecific modifications, and the 
hird, the article with factual tech
liques for the use of a condom 
(as eliminated entirely. " 

After White issued these limita
ions on the stories, students de
ided not to publish any of them. 

White claims that his action 
lVolving the articles was based 
n rus strategy for effectively pro
loting change within a school 
I'stem. 

"I realized that the issues raised 
'ithin the articles were valid and 
lange was needed. But no one 
m affect change by offending 
eople in the process. If the arti
es had been allowed to run with
llt alterations the students would 
we alienated the very people 
ho are their aJJies," White said. 
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"I trul y supported their goals, 
but I think that bombarding the 
public with everything at once is 
wrong. Then it becomes an emo
tional issue and students are not 
as likely to be taken seriously. I 
don't know if they understood 
that though." 

laCava said he felt that the 
censorship of the articles had to 
do with the school superinden
dent, Timothy Brennen. 

"He [White] supported o ur ef
forts at first. After meeting with 
the superintendent he suddenly 
decided that the articles were in
appropriate. No one, especially 
White, will admit it, but it's my 
gut feeJing that the ultimate deci
sion had to do with the superin
tendent pulling rank on Mr. 
White," LaCava said. 

An editorial appeared in the 
Sting reflecting student reporters' 
disappointment at the school ad
ministration for disallowing the 
articles. laCava said that despite 
the censorship, the controversy 
surrounding the articles prompted 
the change in the �hooJ's educa
tion curriculum he'd hoped for. 

"The articles spurred the recre
ation of the Health Education 
Committee, made up of parents, 
faculty, health officials and school 
board members. The committee, 

which hasn't officially met for a 
long time, agreed to look into 
concrete changes in the school's 
sex education curriculum," laCa
va said. 

Sting staff members attended a 
school board meeting shortly after 
the incident to discuss the imple
mentation of curriculum changes. 
laCava said that Sling reporters 
pla nned on tracking the progres
sio n of such change by attending 
future school board meetings and 
voicing their opinions. 

"One positive thing that came 
out of this incident is that stu
dents have resolved to stay on 
them [the committee) about this," 
laCava said. "We've always gone 
to board meetings, but now it's 
especially important to persist in 
a n area in great need of change. 
We need to raise awareness in this 
area. 

"I think the initial censorship of 
the articles stirred enough reaction 
to work well on our behalf. I think 
also that the school may think 
twice about the issues at hand 
before censoring our stories. We 
seem to be working a little closer 
with the adm inistration and are 
hoping for positive change," la
Cava said. 

White also felt that the inci
dent's outcome contained positive 
elements. He said that the stu
dents' push for curriculum 
changes allowed them to experi
ence the bureaucracy and delay in 
affecting large�scale change. 

"I think that through this event, 
students have gotten a more rea
listic impression of the pol itical 
process of implementing their 
ideas. They want immediate 
change when in reality there are 
responsibilities to various com
mittees, the faculty, publ ic constit
uencies and to the public in 
general. I think they've learned 
that change is possible, but that it 
takes time," Whi te said . •  
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Student uses court order to stop reporter 
ARIZONA - The Arizona First 
Amendment Coalition, nine re
gional newspapers and the Bill of 
Rights stood behind Scottsdale 
Community College reporter Kent 
Davis when student government 
president Dennis Olp attempted 
to censor his articles through a 
court-issued restraining order. 

Davis said that Olp went to 
court to obtain a restraining order 
after three articles outlining his 
apparent misconduct appeared in 
the student newspaper, Campus 
News. The restraining order, is
sued by Judge Nancy Conner baT
red Davis from reporting on any 
subject relating to Olp or his abili
ties as student body president. 

The order also prevented Davis 
from contacting or interacting 
with Olp in any manner. 

Olp told the State News. a local 
newspaper, that he and his family 
had been harassed by Davi$, who 
had joined the Campus News 
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shortly after unsuccessfully oppos.
ing him in a previous election for 
student body president Davis bad 
written an article accusing Olp of 
dishonestly creating a scholarship 
for himself using money aUotted 
for the student government. 

Judge Nancy Conner nullified 
the order ten days later through an 
agreement signed by both parties 
that said the restraint violated 
Dam' First Amendment right to 
free speech. Olp filed a plea for 
the orders annulment one week 
before the case was scheduled to 
go to trial. 

Davis' attorney, lane Oden 
called the judge "uninformed" for 
issuing the restraining order. Oden 
said that Conner erred when she 
failed to acknowledge an Arizona 
statute which specifically prohib
ited the restraint. 

"The j udge was obviously unin
formed about a specific Arizona 
statute that prohibits the issuance 

of any injunction that infringes 
upon Constitutionally protected 
rights," Oden said. 

Oden noted that the danger of 
the incident stemmed not from 
Conner's barring Davis from con
tacting Olp, but by preventing him 
frOID writing articles about alp's 
conduct. 

"I believe that maybe Davis 
was harassing Olp. In that case a 
restraining order might be in or
der . But the restraining order 
placed on Davis kept him from 
even writing about [Olp]. The 
trouble was in this 'all emcompas
sing' restraint. It never would 
have been upheld," aden said. 

Davis said that he ignored the 
restraining order on two occa
sions, by writing an editorial 
about Olp's misconduct and by 
attending a student government 
senate meeting. 

"That's when all the local pa
pers got involved. I wanted to 
attend a public meeting and the 
police were being caUed to arrest 
me because of the order. The press 
jumped all over Olp and the order 
and it became obvious that some
thing needed to be done - fast," 
Davis said. 

Seeking legal advice, Davis 
called the Arizona First Amend
ment Coalition and was placed in 
contact with attorney Lane Oden;. 
"who basically took over the 
case," producing over 1 9  pases of 
information in Davis' defense. 

"All I bad to do was talk to the 
press, make sure they knew what 
was going on. That was important 
to me," Davis said. 

"When you mess with the First 
Amendment rights of a reporter, 
you get all kinds of support. You 
can't violate something so funda
mental to reporting. Olp must 
have known he couldn't win," 
Davis said. 

Olp, who still acts as presiden t 
of Scottsdale's student govern
ment, refused to comment on the 
incident. • 
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Religious magazine challenges school policy 
ILLINOIS - Nearly three 

years of legal action, cul minating 
in two separate court decisions 
have produced what four Moline 
High School students call "l uke
warm" resul ts in a Quest for First 

Amendment freedom. 
Proceedings began in December 

of J 987, shortly after students 
David and Katie Nelson, Matt 
Rogerson and Lisa Ward distrib. 
uted issues of a religious magazine 
Issues and Answers i n  the school's 
hallways. Vice pri nc ipal Mary 
Foster informed the students that 
Moline's regulations prohibited 
distribution of [religious materi
als}. Students were not punished 
for their actions. Believing that 
their First A mendment rights had 
been ignored, they contacted attor
ney Charles Hervas. 

A month later a policy was 
outlined on the daily announce-

ments regarding the distribution 
of religio us o r  political materials. 
The policy limited distribu tion of 
such materials to specific hours, 
before and after school, in a desig
nated area of the lunchroom. The 
policy also reqested students to 
leave copies of the magazine in 
the principal's office for approval 
before dist ribution. 

The students origionally chal
lenged the constitutionality of Mo
l ine H igh School's unwritten 
policy, asking for $ 1  each in dam
ages. U.S. District Judge Michael 
M. Mihm rejected their motion, 
upholdi ng the constituti onality of 
Moline's pol icy. 

The students also asked the 
court to rule on the school's origi
nal distribution policy, verbally 
expressed by vice principal Foster. 
Mihm ruled in favor of the stu

dents. finding the original unwrit-

ten p olicy uncon st i t utional 
because it contained no limitation 
on the school's abiHty to censor. 
They are awai ting the court's deci
sion regarding subsequent dam
ages. 

Katie Nelson said that although 
she was pleased with the outcome 
of the second ruling, they nave not 

distributed recent issues of the 
magazme. 

Stanley Eisenhammer, the 
school's attorney, said that he was 
not sure the court's decisions were 
positive. 

"It's no t that I'm in favor of 
the Hazelwood dedsion , but I 
think in some cases prior review is 
necessary. It warns students of the 
possibility of punishment. The 
principal's original guidelines in
volving conten t review were vague 
and that's where the Constitution 
won out," Eisenhammer said . •  

Press group supports student free expression 
COWRADO - A national orga
nization o f  1 6  professional journa

l i s m  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
organizations issued a statement 
in March saying that high school 
students "should have the same 
rights of freedom of speech and 
freedom o f  press as adults." 

The First Amendment Congress 
sent its message to 30,000 school 
administrators, teachers, parent
teacher and scholastic press orga
nizations as a remi nder to educa

lors and parents of the importance 
of free expression, Congress Presi
dent John Finnegan said. 

"We want to emphasize the 
�ood effect a free exchange of 
:deas can have on school cam
)uses," said Finnegan. "We want 
1igh school students to learn how 
o thoroughly research an issue, 
levelop an opinion and express 
hat opinion without fear of 
:ensorship. " 

In addition to offering support 
or student free expression rights, 
he Congress offered the foUowing 
uggestions for ensuring that those 
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freedoms are maintained: 
"School officials resist censorship 
pressures and encourage student 
expression as a form of citizenship 
training. 

"State legislatures enact laws 
that strengthen or enhance these 
local provisions for student ex
pression. 

"School boards and school ad-

"We want to emphasize 
the good effect a free ex
change of ideas can have 
on school campuaes/' 

John Finneran 
Firat Amendment 

Congre8s Preaident 

ministrators employ qualified 
journalism teachers and adopt 
clear policies that ensure free 
speech and a free press in schooL" 

The message also urged educa
tional, parent and student organi
zations to enter dialogue and 
conferences to develop programs 
that enhance freedom of express-

ion for students. 
U nder the heading "The future 

of the First Amendment depends 
on all of us," the message was the 
fourth in a series distrib uted by 
the Congress. Other messages 
have gone to print and broadcast 
reporters, editors and lawmakers. 

Members of the First Amend
ment Congress include the Ameri
can News paper Publishers 
Association, American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, Associated 
Press, College Media Advisers, 
National Association of Broad
casters, National Broadcast Edito
rial Associat i o n , National 
Conference of Editorial Writers, 
National Federation of Press 
Women, National Newspaper As
sociation, Public Relations Society 
of America, Radio Television 
News Directors Association, Re
porters Committee for Freedom of 
the Press, Society of Professional 
Journal ists, The Newspaper 
Guild, United Press International 
and Women in Communications, 
Inc . •  
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Court ruling protects teacher's satirical letter 
VIRGINIA - A Fairfax county 
physical education teacher won a 
January victory in a federal court 
decision that found satire in a 
high school newspaper to be pro
tected speech under the First 
Amendment. 

In January 1987, Donald See
muller wrote a letter to the editor 
in the Lake Braddock High School 
newspaper, The Bear Facts. in 
response to an anonymous le tter 
written by students. The students' 
letter complained about sexism in 
the physical education department 
at the school. 

Seemuller's response said that 
he likes girls and the things they 
can accomplish. He wrote in part, 
"My two females at home are a 
sixteen year old whom I permit to 
chauffeur my son to and from his 
many activities. and my wife who 
is an adequate cook and house-
keeper." 

Acting on the advice of the 
principal of Lake Braddock, 
George Stepp. Seemuller wrote a 
letter of apology for publication in 
the paper. 

However. on SeemuUer's next 
evaluation, Stepp gave Seemuller 
a "needs improvement" rating, in 

the category of "professional re
sponsibility. It Because of this low 
rating Seemuller did not receive 
his pay raise for the 1987-88 
school year. 

Seemuller flIed a lawsuit against 
the Fairfax County Board of Edu
cation. 

In 1988, the U.S. District Coun 
issued a directed verdict in favor 
of the school board saying that 
Seemuller's letter was not an issue 
of public concern and therefore 
was ' not protected under the First 
Amendment. 

Patrick McCarthy, adviser for 
The Bear Facts. said he thought 
that decision hurt the paper. 

"We think the fIrst ruling had a 
chilling effect on the publication," 
McCarthy said. "Now people feel 
they can speak out, which we 
think is kind of obvious." 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit overturned the 
ruling. Finding that the letter was 
an issue of public concern, the 
appellate court sent the case back 
to the district court to be retried. 

It was in the district court for 
the second time that Seemuller's 
satirical letter was found to be 
protected. A jury awarded Seemul-

ler $3,898 for his lost pay, and 
interest from April 1987 when he 
would have been given the raise. 

Seemuller originally sued for 
over $300,000, but he said he was 
not doing it for the money, but to 
protect his integri ty. 

"If I wanted to make money, 
I'd have been a stock broker," 
Seemuller said. 

He said that during the ongoing 
lawsuit school officials began 
questioning the way he handles 
students, and he wanted to prove 
that he had not done anything 
wrong. 

"J always thought that my First 
Amendment rights were violated," 
Seemul1er said. "We all know that 
public employees and First 
Amendment rights don't always 
go hand in hand." 

Seemuller's attorney, Bill RiKe
hart, said this case was important 
for all teachers because it shows 
that teachers do not lose their 
rights to free speech when they 
come to school. 

The Board of Education had 
not decided if it would appeal the 
decision as of March .• 

Hazelwood ruling fails to include college pUblications 

MASSACHUSETTS - A fed
eral court of appeals has said 
what many college siudent jour
nalists were anxious to hear: 
tbe Supreme COUA'S Ha
;e/wood decision does not apply 
to college publications. 

In a case involving a con
tested decision by Ihe Universi
Iy of Massachusetts 10 close a 
student legal services office, the 
coun noted the difference be
tween siudent publications aDd 
other orpnizations subsidized 
by a college or university. 

"Having delegated discr:e
tional)' edilorial functions to a 
subordinate body (such as a 
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student publicatjon), the state is 
Dot permitted to n:voke that 
delegation merely because it 
objects to tbe content of any 
specific decision clearly within 
th� editorial aUlhority of the 
subordinate body," Ihe court 
said in Slut/eni Go\'emment As
sodalion l'. Board of Truslees. 
1168 F.2d 473 (lSI Cir. 1989). 
nle coun went on 10 say thai· 
the Ha:e/woot/ decision, "is nol 
applicable 10 oolleie newspa�" 

Th� decision marks the first 
time a federal appellate coun 
has discussed Ihe applicability 
of Haze/wood 10 college publi
cations. _ 

( 
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Hofstra professor drops lawsuit 
Parties keep terms of settlement confidential 
lEW YORK - A $6 m i l l ion 
lwsui t filed by a fonner pro fessor 
l Ho fstra University against an
ther professor, the school , the 
udent paper and a student re
)r1er has been dropped. 
Joseph Fu lda, an assistant pro

ssor of computer science at  
ofstra Un i versity in Hempstead, 
. Y, fi led the lawsuit over one 
:ar after the Hofstra University 
ldent newspaper, The Chronicle. 
inted a story in March 1 988 
itten by Jaci Clement that cen
'ed around sexual abuse lind 
rrassment charges made against 
llda by a student. 

In the summer of 1988 Fulda 
resigned his  position at Hofstra. 
In Apri l 1 9 89 he filed the lawsu it 
claiming actual damages of $ 1  
mi ll ion and pun i tive damages of 
$5 mil l ion.  

Fulda's complaint said Clem
ent's story had contained informa
tion that was fa lse and that 
Clemen t had known that the in
formation was false or had acted 
with a "wanton d isregard of 
whether it  was false or untrue." 

After the lawsuit was filed, The 
Chronicle reported that fol lowing 
publ ication of the ori ginal story 
Fulda told Clement he was up for 

tenure in December 1 988, and if 
he d id not receive it he would be 
able to prove that Clement's arti
cle had caused him financial loss. 

All of the claims have now been 
dropped. Both parties say the 
term s  of the settlement are confi
den tia l. 

Reporters at The Chronicle 
would not comment on the case, 
and Clement ' s attorney, Alan 
Azarra cou ld not be reached for 
comment. 

Fra nk Mina, attorney for Fulda. 
said that everyone involved in the 
case made a promi se to not dis
cuss it . • 

Jaded student sets fire to paper distribution racks 
Newspaper manager believes act was a promotional move 
)HIO - A graduate student at 
.he University of C i ncinnati 
)umed seven of the student 
\ewspaper's distribution racks 
:ausing $7,500 in damage in an 
Ittem pt to promote a book he 
lad written. The incident, 
.. hich un iversi ty officials are 
alling "the case of the arson ist 
uthor," occurred when the stu
.ent, Tajinder Brar, received 
o respo nse to a n  ad he had 
laced in the student new spa
er. the News Record. 

Brar was charged with two 
)unts of arson i n  November 
)r damage caused to cam pus 
uildi ngs. As of late February 
:! was being held in the Hamil
In County Justice Center 
�aiting trial On a $20,000 
)nd, according to Rick Gib
�n, assista n t prosecuting attar· 
�y. 
Gibson said that Brar under

!nt a psych iatric evaluation to 
�termine his sanity at the time 
. the incident and h is com pe
ncy to stand trial. Brar has 
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requested that he be given an
other eval uation before the tria l 
date is set. 

The ad for his book, God. the 
Emotional Generator, con
tained only a mysterious de
scription of the book and no 
infonn ati on on how it could be 
acquired. 

The ad en igmatically stated 
that the book would be avail
able "In the USA, in the East, 
about the philosophy of your 
life on this planet only . "  

The former business manager 
for the News Record. Ed Boito, 
said that Brar did not ask for 
help fro m the staff in design ing 
the ad, a service that is ava i l
able for those who request it. 

" [ Brar] came in with the ad . 
paid for it and left, " Boito said. 

Boito bel ieved that the arson 
was not a m ove agai nst the 
newspaper because of poor 
book sales, but a publ ic rela
tions ploy to gain attention for 
the book. 

"He wanted to get on the 
talk-show circuit," Boito said. 

Greg Hand, a spokesperson 
for the university, sai d the most 
destructive of the seven fires, 
causing $ 5 ,000 in damage, was 
set in a faculty lounge in the 
busi ness bu ilding. Hand said 
that Srar brought the newspa
pers from a d istribu tion rack i n  
the bu il ding' s lobby to the 
lounge and ignited them on a 
chair. Another fire in the lo bby 
of a residence hal l caused 
$2,000 in damage when it 
spread to curtai ns hanging i n a 
large picture window. The re
maining $500 in damage was 
caused by the destruction of 
five newspaper distribution 
racks. 

Hand said that the university 
will wai t  for the criminal case 
to be completed before i t  takes 
any ad minis trative action 
against Brar. He said that i t  is 
possible that Brar could be al
lowed to fin ish his degree if he 
pays for the damage . •  
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Settlement reached in editor's diploma conflict 
MICHIGAN - After almost 
three years of waiting, a former 
University of Michigan at Dear
born student may receive his di

ploma. 

In a May 1988 lawsuit, Kevin 
Evans, editor of the Michigan 
Journal in the 1986-87 school 
year, asked a Wayne County cir
cuit court to force the university 
to release his diploma. Evans also 
filed suit against his former news
paper for libel and against the 
university for violating his civil 
rights . 

Evans completed the require
men ts necessary to gradua te in 
August 1987 with a major in polit
ical science and a min or in com
m un ications. 

However, the university refused 
to release his diploma and tran
scripts until Evans paid $500 and 
wrote a letter of apology to the 
university for damage done to the 
student newspaper's newsroom 
during his tenure as editor. 

The Journal article that Evans 
thought was libelous said that he 
had admitted to "certain viola

tions" and had agreed to pay the 
university $250 and write two 
letters of apology. 

Evans said the Journal never 
checked the facts with him. 

After Evans went to court to get 
his diploma, he boycotted a uni
versity hearing where he was 
found guilty of vandalizing and 
burglarizing the newsroom, claim
ing the university had no jurisdic
tion in the case. 

Gary Graff, a fonner adviser to 
the Journal, called the hearing a 
"kangaroo court," and said it was 
the university'S reaction to Evans' 
lawsuit. 

Evans claimed the aggressive 
reporting style taken on by the 
Journal during his editorship was 
the cause of his problems with the 
university. 

Evans dropped the civil rights 
and libel charges against the uni
versity and the Journal. He says 
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he is planning to accept the uni· 
versities settlement terms by June. 
He will write a letter of apology to 
the university and pay $1,500 for 
fees that the university incurred 
during the conflict. In return he 
will be given his diploma . 

Evans said he has decided to 
stop his legal battle with the uni-

versity because he wants to get the 
dispute behind him. He is current
ly the general manager of an auto 
shopping guide. 

Maria Alfario Lopez, attorney 
for the University of Michigan, 
says that the university is waiting 
for Evans to accept the terms of 
the settlement. • 

Lawsuit stifles reporter's opinion 
IOWA - Despite an out-<Jf<ourt 
settlement releasing all parties 
from fault in a Burlington High 
School libel suit, former reporter 
Toby Evans feels that his right to 
free speech was stifled. 

Evans, now a sophomore at the 
University of Kentucky, was ac
cused of libel after writing an 
article critical of Burlington High 
School cross country coach James 
Fenton. Fenton filed a complaint 
against Evans, school newspaper 
adviser David Massey and the 
Burlington School District for 
statements he claimed damaged 
his reputation and future teaching 
prospects. 

After Evans, Massey and the 
school district tried unsuccessfully 
to have the case dismissed in late 
December on the grounds that the 
statements in the article were en-

tirely opinion and thus protected 
by the First Amendment, Fenton 
agreed to drop the suit under 
specified conditions. Under the 
"no-fault" agreement, both parties 
signed a document releasing the 
other from damages due to the 
incident. Fenton received $5,000 
for legal expenses from the school 
district's insurance company. 

Although the money Fenton 
received was not considered a 
"damage award." both Evans and 
Massey harbor mixed feelings re
garding the case's outcome. Both 
maintain that Fenton was not 
libeled by the story and that the 
case was settled because it was 
cheaper for the school than the 
legal fees would have been had the 
case gone to trial. 

continued on pagt 42 
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continued from page 4 1  

" From one standpoint, I 'm glad 
t's over with," said Massey. "It 
.vas an unnecessary hassle. My 
Jroblem with [the outcome] is 
:hat the issue was handJed eco
lOmically. I would have liked to 
lave seen a no-fault-no-money 
ype of settlement. I just felt that 
n our legal system it just doesn 't 
eem right to pay Fenton's legal 
xpenses. What about all our legal 
osts?" 

Evans said that he felt both the 
urrent newspaper and individual 

reporters could suffer as a result of 
the money Fenton received. 

"When I was on the newspaper 
staff, we were a student-run, stu
dent-operated newspaper. Massey 
acted as an objective adviser. Now 
there is this unwritten rule that a 
reporter cannot criticize a staff 
member. If you can't say anything 
about something you're upset 
about, that's taking away one of 
the main jobs of a reporter," 
Evans said. 

New editor Scott Sailor said 
that despite the settlement be-

tween Fenton, Evans, Massey and 
the school district, no censorship 
or prior review of the paper has 
occurred . 

"The settlement has not placed 
a 'clamp' of any type on the 
content of our paper. I don't feel 
that there is a 'black cloud of 
censorship' on the staff. This was 
an isolated incident. I'm not hap
py about [the agreement], but it 
hasn't caused any problems. The 
school administration, for the 
most part, supports the efforts of 
the newspaper staff," said Sailor . •  

fufts University settles student libel lawsuit 
IASSACHUSETIS-Tufts Uni
ersity has settled out of court 
ith former student Ian Kremer 
I a libel case brought against the 
rtiversity and its student newspa
�r in 1 987. 
The controversy began in Feb
ary of 1 987 when Kremer, a 
litically active sophomore, 
limed to have been attacked by 
:roup of white males in what he 
)cribed as a politically and ra-
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cially motivated incident. Kremer 
said his assailants called him a 
"nigger lover," "Jew boy," and 
"Commie pinko" during the attack. 

During the week following the 
incident, students at Tufts held 
protests against racism and dem
onstrated against the attack on 
Kremer. 

A week after the attack, The 
Tufts Daily published the story of 
some students who were said to 

f 

have been near the scene of the 
attack at the time that it occurred. 
The students said the incident 
never happened. 

At the same time The Tufts 
Daily also ran an un signed editori
al criticizing Kremer for his "vile 
act of deception." 

That night Tufts president Jean 
Mayer called Kremer's story a 
hoax. University police also ques
tioned Kremer's story. 

In April 1 987 Tufts filed formal 
disciplinary charges against Krem
er. A week later Kremer filed a 
lawsuit against Tufts officials and 
the student newspaper for defama
tion, violation of his civil rights 
and infliction of emotional dis
tress. 

Kremer was found guilty of 
misrepresentation by a board of 
three professors and two students. 
He was placed on a year's proba
tion. 

Later in 1 987 Kremer trans
ferred to another university. 

In November of 1 989 Tufts and 
Kremer settled his case out of 
court. Both sides said the terms of 
the settlement were confidential. 

A public statement released by 
Tufts University said, "Kremer 
. . .  expressed relief that the situa
tion was finally resolved. Tufts 
expressed regret about the circum
stances leading to its 1987 public 
statements about the matter, and 
wished Kremer well with his fu
ture endeavors . •  
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Privacy· 
Lawsuit 
Settled 
Terms undisclosed 
ILLINOIS - After nine years. 
an invasion of privacy lawsuit 
against the Cook County Board 
af Education bas been settled. 

In 1981, Madeleine Boos 
filed an invasion of privacy 

I lawsuit apinsl the board of 

I education and two tcachers 
when a paper she wrote for a 

I class assianment in her senior 
year at ArlinlloD Hip School 

I in Cook County ended up in 
the yearbook. 

Attorney for the board of 
education. Nancy Arnold, said 
there has been a selliement of 
"reasonable amounl!, M but the 
tenns of tbe settlement were 
confidential 

In her complaint, Boos said 
that she submitted the paper for 
a class assignment and asked' 
Ihat the teacher "hold it in 
confidence" because of the per
sonal nature of the essay. When 
the paper was published her 
name was included. 

The board of education 
maintained that Boos sub
milled the paper (or publication. 

I The Dlinois coun reported 
that on Aua. 22. 1989, Boos 
received $2,372 from the Board 
of Education, bUI that the case 
is sti ll pendins. , 

Arnold said that Boos aDd 

I 
her attorney had a financial 
dispute that  was seilled by a 
court order. 

Phyllis Seou, Boos attorney, 
could not be reacbed for com
menl. 

"The judge pve them each 
pan of the money, but it's all 
confidential. ,. Arnold said, • 
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Student claims story 
prejudiced his trial 
Student body president tries to obtain 
reporter's notes on burglary confession 

IlLINOIS - Wben accounts of 
his alleged confession to bur
glary appeared in a student news
paper, the illinois State University 
student body president took legal 
action to obtain documents that 
he claims prejudiced his trial. 

Student body president Dan 
Schramm, who was arrested in 
1989 and charged with robbing the 
Alpha Kappa lamda fraternity, 
tried to subpoena notes from stu
dent reporter Kent Dean verifying 
his account of the crime. 
Schramm sought legal counsel 
from lawyer George TasetT after 
an article appared in the campus 
newspaper The Daily Videlte de
scribing the student body presi
dent's confession "to burglarizing 
the fraternity house May 17 to 
finance [his) cocaine habit" 

Dean attributed his information 
to documents he had obtained in 
public files in the Mclean County 
Circuit Court clerk's office. In 
order to substantiate Schramm's 

written confession, Dean inter
viewed Normal Police Depart· 
ment detective Tony Daniels. 
Dean also quoted the police chief, 
who said that police procedures 
had been properly followed re
garding the confession. 

Scott Cooley, the editor in chief 
of the student paper called the 
subpoena "frivilous" and said that 
Schramm was "just trying to in· 
timidate the press into keeping 
Quiet about the issue." 

TasetT claims however that be
cause of the paper's large circula
tion, his client's right to a fair trial 
had been infringed. He told Editor 
& Publisher magazine that the 
Videlle "has succeeded in fonning 
in [the public's] minds that my 

client has confessed. I fear the 
man's right to a fair trial is being 
eroded." 

Dean's attorney, Fred Moore, 
said that Schramm had little basis 
for his legal action because Dean's 
information was obtai ned through 
public documents which were 
"available to all who sought 
them ." He added that Dean had 
acted responsibly in quoting the 
police chief. 

"At the time of the pretrial 
proceedings J moved to question 
the subpoena. I don't think Dean 
did anything wrong, and I think 
there's a real problem in 
Schramm's case. His attorney told 
him to plead guilty. When the 
conditions of the trial didn 't look 

good for him, he tried to ha ve the 
case handled another way," 
Moore said. 

"When [Schramm] did that 
[claimed that his trial was unfairly 
biased by the press1 he gave up his 
opportunity to plea bargain for a 

lesser sentence. Now he could face 
up to four years in prision." 

Cooley said that �hramm's 
trial would not be prejudiced by 
the Vidette's coverage of the inci
dent because of the paper's 20,000 
readership, the maj ority are stu 
dents. 

"Students are the only ones 
who really read this paper - and 
faculty. Most of them aren't even 
registered to vote. Should any of 
them be called for jury duty. they 
could easi ly be removed [from 
serving]. The issue is a big dea l on 
campus - not so much in the 
community," Cooley said. 

A trial dale for Schramm had 
not been set at press time. _ 
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�rotecting your confidentiality 

{our right to protect sources and information 
Illis is the fourth part of a 
es examining the rights of 
-nalists to refuse to reveal their 
rees and information. In this 
� the Report continues a state
ltate examination of state 
'ld laws and privileges that 
w journalists to keep infonna-
obtained during the course of 

r newsgathering efforts confi
ial and discuss how such pro
ons migbt apply to student 
Ilalists. As most states have 
r ruled on the confidentiality 
ts of student journalists, the 
ysis given here represents the 
C's best judgJllent of bow a 
t might rule on tbe issue. If 
state is not listed here. check 

: in past or future issues of the 
'n or contact the SPLC. 

MAINE 

d Law: None 
addition to their being no 

Lory protection available, 

. C Report 

Maine courts h ave also never di
rectly recognized the existence of a 
qualified reporter's privilege. In 
one of the few cases in which the 
issue has come up, the Maine 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
there is no First Amendment pri
vilege allowing a reporter to re
fuse to testilY concerning non
confidential, published infofJIUl
tion obtained from an identified 
source. Maine v. Hohler, 1 5  Med. 
L. Rptr. 1 6 1 1 ,  1 6 1 3  (Maine Sup. 
Ct. 1 988). The court emphasized 
that it was not ruling on the 
existence of a qualified privilege if 
the reporter refused to disclose 
confidential sources and unpub
lished information. [d. at 1 6 1 2. 
An earlier case, while expressing 
some sym pathy for a qualified 
reporter's privilege in Maine, also 
carefully avoided the issue. Math
eson v. Bangor Publishing Co . . 4 1 4  
A.2d 1 203 (Maine 1 980). 

The above indicates that Maine 
st udent journalists making prom-

i ses of confidentiality to their 
sources currently do so at their 
own 'peril .  

UTAH 

Shield Law: None 
In addition to there being no 

statutory protection, there is no 
reported case law recognizing a 
pri vilege that allows a reporter to 
wi thhold confidentia l sources or 
information. 

WYOMING 

Shield Law: None 
Wyoming journalists make 

prom ises of confidentiality at their 
own risk. In addition to their 
being no shield law, there are no 
reported cases in which the state's 
courts have recognized a common 
law privilege giving journalists the 
right to withhold confidential 
sources of information . •  
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RACE AND THE MEDIA -

Students discuss racism issues 
Reporters seek free press, racial balance 
MICHIGAN - The Michigan 
Department of Education's Office 
of Minority Equity held a seminar 
for student journalists in Septem
ber 1989 to help them find a 
balance between freedom of the 
press and racial sensitivity. 

The theme of the day-long con
ference was "Breaking Campus 
Barriers to Minority Success
Campus Media: Allies, Observers 
or Adversaries?" 

Approximately 60 percent of 
Michigan's colleges and universi
ties were represented by 55 to 60 
students and advisers in journa
lism, according to the director of 
the Office of Minority Equity, Earl 
Nelson. 

The seminar was held in re
sponse to recent charges of racism 
on some university campuses and 
in some student media organiza
tions in the state that led the 
University of Michigan to insti-

Supremacist 
paper insert 
discovered 
ILLINOIS - At least five readers 
of Northern Illinois University's 
student newspaper, the Northern 
Star, found copies of a white su
premacist publication, The Truth 
At Last, inserted in the school 
paper in January. 

A university official and four 
students called the Northern Star 
to report they had found the racist 
publication in their newspaper, 
according to managing editor Greg 
Rivara. 

Rivara said the publication 
came out of Marietta, Ga., and 
appeared to have been inserted 
after the newspaper was distrib
uted. It was found only in copies 
distributed to the student center. • 
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tute an anti-harassment policy at
tempting to curb racist speech on 
campus, according to Eugene Hen
�orson Jr., ombudsman for the 
uffice of Minority Equity. The 
university's policy was struck 
down by a federal court in an 
August 1989 ruling as unconstitu
tional under the First Amendment. 

Howard Simon, executive di
rector of the American Civil Lib
erties Union in Detroit and a 
featured speaker at the conference, 
discussed the effect that the 
court's ruling will have on colleges 
and universities as they attempt to 
implement policies that wiU com
bat racism without interfering 
with students First Amendment 
rights. 

Henderson said he does not feel 
that the relationship between mi
norities and student newspapers 
needs to be adversarial. 

"I believe that campus newspa-

pers can really help institutions 
make it more comfortable for mi
norities," Henderson said. 

Ben Johnson, a featured speaker 
at the conference and editor of the 
Columbia Missourian, said the 
conference was a good way of 
dealing with sensitive issues. His 
presentation included role playing 
exercises that tried to blur the line 
between minorities and non-mi
norities. 

An adviser for Oakland Univer
sity's Oakland Post, Jane Briggs 
Bunting, said that she feels the 
seminar helped the two student 
editors from her publication who 
attended h. 

"I think it sensitized them," 
Briggs Bunting said. 

She feels that combined with 
other workshops they have at
tended, the Post's coverage of sen
sitive issues is very good .• 
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Friends 

SPLC gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of the follow ing 
i nstitutions and individuals, withv 
out whom there might n ot be an 
SPLC, and without those whose 
support, defend j ng the free press 
rights of th e student press would 
be a far more difficult task, 
(Contributions from Nov. 14, 
1 989, through April 1 8, 1 990) 

Benefacton ($SOO or more) 
College Media Advisers 
Nancy L. Green (MO) 
Illinois College Press Association 
Journalism Education Association 
Quill and ScroU Foundation (lA) 
Society for Collegiate journalists 

Supporters ($100-$499) 
David L. Adams (IN) 
Ball State University (IN) 
College Newspaper Business and 

Advertising Managers 
The Daily Tar Heel (NC) 
rhomas E. Eveslage (PA) 
\1ary E. Hires (TX) 
foumalism Association of 

Community Colleges 
'ane E. Kirtley (V A) 
viaryland Scholastic Press 

Association 
riissouri Journalism Education 

Association 
�ationa1 Federation of Press 

Women 
lational Scholastic Press 

Association 
be Newspaper Guild 
ecurity On Campus, Inc. (PA) 

:ontributors ($25-$99) 
\luan Adams (CA) 
.mes Senior High Scool (lA) 
rary S. Blog (NJ) 
obert P. Cohen (CA) 
Hehael J. Fitzgerald (CA) 
im Gleason (OR) 
Iwa City High School, Little 

Hawk 
illian Lodge Kopenhaver (FL) 
orth Side High School, The 
Northerner (IN) 

leena PatersonvBerwick (CA) 
:lomas E. Rolnicki (MN) 
anley Soffin (Ml) 
)na1d E. Spielberger (TN) 
�i1 Ron White (LA) 
ichita High School North (KS) 

SPlC rMport 

A 

book 

worth 

reading. 

Now includes 
Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier 
supplement. 

La ... of the Student Press, � (our·year project o( the Student Press Lew Center, i. the first 
book ever to o[{�r an e�ilmin"tion or legal issues confronting American's student journalists, 
advisers Bnd educlltion Ddmin�trBWrs on both the high school and college levels. 

The book is understandable and readable lI .. ithout giving up the MSential matenal needed 
for an in·depth understanding of the legal relationships involved in the production or student 
newspapers, yearbooks and electronic media. Topics covered include libel, obscenity. ropy· 
right. prior review. censorship and model. publications guidelin�. 

LAw of the SludenJ Preu is available DOW. Copies � ooly $7.50. To order. seod a cbeck for 
lhal amount, payable to "Quill and ScrolL" to: 

L8W of the Studen t PreBll 
Qu ill and Scroll 

School of Journalism 8.Od Maas Communication 
University of Iowa 

Iowa City, IA 52242 

Internship opportunities with the 
SPLC are available during each 
semester and the summer for col
lege and law students with an inter
est i n  student journalism. Interns 
write and produce the SPLC Re
port. handle requests for informa
tion on student press rights and 
assist the Executive Director by 
providing research and paralegal 
support. Interested individuals are 
encouraged to write for more inforv 

mation. 
DI1lwLngs. ClIrtoons and Dews 

tips are welcome and needed. Help 
us inform the scholastic journalism 
community by contributing your 
skills and infonnation to the SPLC 
Report. 
Write or call us at: 

Student Press Law Center 
Suite 504, 1 735 Eye Street, NW 

Washington, OC 20006 
(202) 466-5242 

The Report staff 
Suzanne HoUyer is a senior 
majoring in journalism and 
women's studies at Michigan 
State University. When she 
graduates in December she 
plans to start working her way 
up in the newspaper buiness. 

Her long term goals include 
starting her own feminist/enviv 
ron mentalist magazine and sav
ing the worldv 
Patricia Donmoyer is a senior 

majoring in English and journa
lism at Indiana University. She 
is a reporter for the Indiana 
Daily Student and writes for the 
yearbook. Her long-term goals 
include working for a music or 
health magazine, writing that 
"Great American Novel" she's 
started a thousand times, seeing 
Europe and completing the 
New York Marathon in under 
four hours. II 

SprIng 1 990  



report 
. > -

" '�. :: .:;: ,'

: 
-

-" 1-, ' 

\lMlat 101Q.-QO "'el XI, ho. , 

TY\'IiI:aIIr. C' � 
...... IlIIitMaRJl:llw ) 
... prin 1dIocIi., . 

........... �-
.......... I ...... � 
.... ,., ... -� .. 
-.. ---� . ::.,.  

-. 111!' ....... ........... , ........ � -
--_ .. .. : 
......... 1 .. � 

......-.. ,., ..... f:'.: " 
StUdents battle for access 

wltilf c:olIeseII protect their ImageI 

Threats 
to press freedom 
can lurk behind 
every bush . 

Your subscription supports the work 
of the Student Press Law Center. 

The Student Press Law Center is the only national 
organization devoted exclusively to protecting the First 
Amendment rights of this nation's high school and 
college journal ists. 

The Center serves as a national legal aid agency 
providing legal assistance and information to students 
and faculty advisers experiencing censorship or other 
legal problems. 

Three times a year (Winter, Spring, and Fall), the 
Center publishes a comprehensive Report summarizing 
current controversies over student press rights. In 
addition, the Report explains and analyzes complex 
legal issues most often confronted by student 
journalists. Major coun and legislative actions are 
highlighted. 

Defending your rights Isn't cheap. Subscription 
dollars form a large pan of our budget. 

Your subscription price will help us continue to 
serve as the national advocate for the rights of student 
journalists. Other contributions are tax-deductible. 

All orders must be pre-paid. 

Please enter my subscription to SPLC Reports: 
o I year at $15.00 

Along with this blank I have enclosed a check or money order 
payable to: 

Student Press Law Center 
Suite 504. 1735 Eye Street. NW 
W Ilshington. DC 20006 

Name ______________ �--��-----------------
(PIcaoc priIll) 

Address ____________________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________ _ 

o I wish to suppon the work of the Student Press Law Center 
with a contribution in the following amount: ________ _ 

SPLC is interested in the titles or positions of its individual 
sub�bers: ____________ �����-------------

(1i1le/po.;IiOll) 

Now a benefit of Journalism Education Association Membership 
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SEND YOUR ORDER TO; 

(CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
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