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Hazelwood decision makes for busy, disturbing year 

Over a year has passed since the 
Supreme Court's decision in the 
Hazelwood School District v. Kuhl
meier case. It has been a year that 
we at the Student Press Law Cen
ter will not soon forget. 

Thus far in tbe 1988·89 school 
year, the SPLC has received over 
450 calls from high school and 
college student journalists and 
their advisers asking for our legal 
advice and assistance. The calls 
have been up over 20 percent 
from the same period in the pre
vious school year. 

What we are bearing time and 
time again are instances of blatant 
censorship by school officials. We 
have had reports of student news
papers being confiscated, stories 
being pulled or banned and advis
ers being threatened with their 
jobs for refusing to censor quality 
student material from student 
publications.. 

To our surprise, the censorship 
is not just happening at schools 
with new advisers or administra
tors with a history of censoring. 
Advisers that have been in their 
positions for 10, 15 and even 21 
years in one instance are telling us 
that for the first time in their 
careers, school officials are de-
manding the right to review all 
copy for the newspaper or year
book before it goes to press or are 
outright censoring topics or sto-

ries. And in the vast majority of 
the reports we hear, the Ha
zelwood decision is being used as 
a justification for the censorship. 

Many good stories about AIDS, 
abortion or drug use and valid 
criticism of school policies and 
officials have been lost because of 
this censorship since school began 
last fall. 

CoUege students and advisers 
have not been immune from 
threats to press freedom. The 
number of coUege editors that call 
us to say that they have been 
locked out of their office, denied 
funding or frred from their job 
because of what they wrote for 
their newspaper continues to in
crease. 

But one of the most disturbing 
facts about the censorship reports 
we hear is the common attitude of 
the school officials that what they 
are doing is "in the school's best 
interest" Without so much as a 
second thought about the value we 
as Americans supposedly place on 
free expres�ion, even when that 
expression is troublesome or of
fensive to us, they merrily censor 
stories and editorials that point 
out the warts that every school 
has. It is increasingly common for 
them to change their position and 
stop censoring only when their 
actions are exposed in the local 
news media and public outrage 
creates pressure they cannot ig-

nore. 

But the outlook is not without 
bright spots. Iowa and Kansas 
appear on the verge of creating 
state laws to protect student ex
pression that will help undo some 
of the damage of the Hazelwood 
decision. Courts continue to point 
out the inapplicability of the Ha
zelwood decision to forum or "un
derground" publ ications. An 
increasing number of college stu
dent publications are becoming 
involved in celebrating Freedom 
of the College Student Press 
Month in January each year and 
as a result are heJping to educate 
their campuses about the impor
tance of press freedom to us all. 
And a sm all but growing group of 
school principals, superintendents 
and board members are saying, 
enough: to prepare students for 
life in this democracy we must let 
them experience the rights and the 
responsibility that accompany free 
expression, even when we would 
rather not. 

Because of the dedication of 
countless students and advisers 
around the nation to quality stu
dent journalism, the SPLC is nev
er without inspiration for our 
work. We hope readers of the 
Repon will continue to wage their 
own battles for a free and respon
sible press and will keep us posted 
of their efforts .• 

Looking for a little attention? 
The Scholostlc Pr� Freedom Award Is given each year to ttle high school O( 

coUege student 0( student news medium ft)Q1 has demonstrated ootdandlng 
support lo( the First Arnendrnent rights of students. The award 1$ sponsored by 
the National Schokntlc Pr8$S .AsaocIatIon/Assoclated Collegiate Pre�. 

NomInotlons to( the award 01'8 accepted untu August 1 of each year and 
shOuld cleany explotn wtw the nominee deMrves the award and P(oVl<:le 
supporting matet1al. A nominee should demonStrate a responsible (6pfesento
tlon of press freedom through wrttIng Of octlons and the ability to ral� difficult 
and nece$$Ory Issues In neW'S COIlet'CJge. 

Send nomlnatoo$ to: 

Spring 1989 

Scholattlc Press Freedom Award 
Student Press law Cent8/' 

17 3S Eye Street. NW 
SuIte 504 

Washington, DC 20006 
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Court l imits Hazelwood, upholds free press 
Ridgefield High Scbool literary magazine wilJ publish with school funding 

CONNECTICUT-In one of the first official chal
lenges to the 1 988 Supreme Court ruling, students 
and advisers from Ridgefield High School took a bite 
out of Hazelwood when a federal district court 
prohibited school officials from censoring a student 
literary magazine. 

Faculty adviser for the literary publication Lodes
tar, Robert Cox, and student staffers filed suit in 
May 1 98 8  charging their board of education with 
violating student's First and 1 4th Amendment rights 
in trying to determine the magazine's content. 

The court issued a preliminary injuncti on i n  
March prohibiting the school from enforcing its 
publications policy and said the Hazelwood decision 
does not apply to all student publications. 

Representing Lodestar, at torney Bill Laviano said 
this "landmark decision" provides that school 
sponsorship of a publication is not sufficient for 
school officials to demand editorial control. A school 
board's history of exercising control over the publica
tion makes a difference. 

" Once a public forum is opened you can't contro l 
the editorial content selectively." he said, "it  has to 
be done across the board with j ust cause." 

The school's publication policy, amended after 

School spontJOrship of a publication i. 
not suHicient lor school ol/icial. to de
mand editorial con troL 

Bill Laviano 
attorney 

Hazelwood in 1 988, limited contributors to Lodestar 
to current students and faculty. The new policy also 
said that the school board "retains the right to 
exercise editorial control over school-sponsored pub
lications and related materials to ensure that such 
publications and related materials serve a valid 

educational purpose and are consistent with the 
school's educational mission, "  language taken d irect· 
Iy from the Hazelwood decision . When the LodesUJr 
staff refused to comply with the new policy, school 
administrators retaliated by withholding $4,000 in 
funds allocated for printing costs. 

Students who worked on the publication said the 
actio n was Lodestars punishment for publishing a 
story i n  the 1 987 issue entitled, "Round Trips." The 
story was wri tten by Ridgefield faculty adv iser Ste
phen Blu meu thal and included a four-letter word. 
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IllustraJiOll by Bryn Hendricw1l. 

Laviano agreed with the speculation. 
"[The school is) claiming a different issue," Lavia

no said . "They were definitely upset over the content 
of the article and that win be brought up in the trial." 

In prohibiting the school from enforcing the 
cha nges in ilS publications policy, U.S. Magistrate 
Arthur H. Latimer writing for the court said the 
"requirement that publications ' serve a valid educa
tional purpose and are consistent with the school's 
educational mission' is impermissibly vague." 

Furtherm ore, the court said that Hazelwood does 
not automatically apply to all student publications 
that receive some school sponsorship. Publications 
that operate "not simply as a school activity" but 
also as an i ndependent student activity may be 
beyond the control of Hazelwood, the opinion stated. 

'"'[I}t can be said that fair ground for litigation 
ex ists as to the Lodestars status as 'curriculum' -

and similarly as 10 the related question of LOOestats 
status as a 'public forum' never validly closed by 
school authorties," the court said . 

Lodesl4I will be allowed to publish material by 
alumni as planned and maintain school funds. pen
ding the resolution of the lawsuit. The case is 
scheduled to go to trial in June . •  
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Underground 
uncensored 

Case will not go to Supreme Court 
W ASHINGTON-The U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit broke a few administrative 
blue pencils in November 1988 
after deciding educators could not 
screen underground newspapers 
distributed on school premises. 

Board members of the Renton 
School District who lost the case, 
locked in a 2-2 vote on whether to 
appeal the court's decision in 
Burch v. Ba.rker, 86 1 F. 2D 1 1 49 
(9th Cir. 1988), and ran out of 
time in mid-February to ask for 
Supreme Court review of thejr 
case. 

The controversy began in 1 983 
when administrators at Charles 
Lindbergh High School in Renton 
reprimanded five students for dis
tributing a non-school-sponsored 
publication, Bad AsrJa, during a 
senior class barbecue. School offi
cials said the students did not 
submit the material for prior ap
proval as required by school poH
cy. 

The underground paper, pro
duced off cam pus at the students' 
expense, consisted of political p0-
etry and articles "which no one 
could associate with school 
sponsorship or endorsement," said 
Judge Mary Schroeder in the 
unanimous decision of the three

judge panel . "They are therefore 
not with in the purview of the 
school's exercise of reasonable edi
torial control. The student distri
bution of non-sch ool-sponsored 
material.. .cannot be subjected to 
regulation on the basis of un diffe
rentiated fears of possible d istur
bances or embarrassment to 
school officials ." 

Brian Barker, principal of the 
high school at the time di sagreed 
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with the Court's ruling, saying be 
was concerned with the "serious 
ram i fications" that could foUow. 

Not everyone has a right to 
distribute anythi ng they want," be 
said. " We're dealing with students 
who consider themselves 'sun
heads, pu�, heavy metalers,' 
you name It. We should be per
mi tted to censor material distrib
uted during the school day, on 
school grounds." 

Schroeder said the Supreme 
Court's ruling in Hazelwood 
School District v. Kuhlmeier al
lowing principals to contro l the 
content of student newspapers was 
based on schools' authority to 
govern their curriculum and regu
late statements that are issued 
with official school sponsorship. 
The same contro ls do not apply to 
" u.nderground'· publica60ns, she 
sald . • 

�u!iS r �--------�\/�--------� 
k::'f�L}�;ttWt�t;r�i\7f�.J;<:' :::.:��1gf��f.f��.·�.;:i{;.� �U'��; :�:;.�;if�.�.' : 
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College editors return to school 
NEW HAMPSIDRE - Grafton 
County Superior Court Judge 
Bruce Moht, in January, ordered 
Dartmouth CoUege to reinstate 
two former editors of the conser
vative, off�pus newspaper, the 
Dartmouth Review, saying their 
suspensions were tainted by bias 
against the weekly publication. 
The injunction was granted pend
ing final outcome of the suit. 

'Christopher Baldwin and John 
Sutter were anwng four Review 
taff members punisbed in March 
1 988 after a collegiate disciplinary 
committee decided the students 
had harassed black professor Wil
liam Cole in a face-to-fa� con
frontation. Both students are 
white, 

The two students took their 
case to a state court in New Hamp
shire in July. The suit alleged the 
coUege violated the student's free 

. =----
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expression rights as guaranteed by 
the school's own policies. The 
Dartmouth student handbook, 
provides in part, that "freedom of 
expression and dissent is protected 
by college regulations." 

The controversy began in the 
winter of 1 987-88 when the con
servative Review. which is put>
lished by students but not 
officially connected with the col
lege, printed an article severely 
critical of two faculty members. 
One, an English teacher who did 
not have tenure, was criticized for 
failing to teach the required text 
books and has since left the 
school. The other, m usic professor 
Cole, remains. 

A classroom confrontation took 
place after the Review published a 
transcript of one of Cole's classes. 
The transcript demonstrated how 
Cole peppered his class lectures 

with profanities. Cole, who is reg
ularly listed by the Review as one 
of the college's worst professors, 
was invited to reply to the piece 
before pUblication, but he refused 
the reporter's calls. 

Baldwin and Sutter along with 
Review staff reporter John Quil
hot, persisted by visiting Cole's 
classroom after the story was 
printed to get comments or reac
tion to their transcript. A dispute 
ensued that resulted in the break
ing of the Review photographer's 
flash attachment. The editors 
taped the entire exchange. 

College officials subsequently 
charged Sutter, Baldwin and 
Quilhot with disorderly conduct, 
harassment and invasion of priva
cy and engaging in what was de
scribed as "a vexatious oral 
exchange" with the professor. 
Baldwin and Sutter were sus
pended from the school for six 
terms, while Quilhot was sus
pended for two. A fourth Review 
reporter involved in the incident 
was put on probation. 

HI think it was a complete injus
tice," Baldwin said. "Especially 
when the school purports to sup
port academic freedom of speecb 
and compromises that promise 
whenever {the school) feels like 
it." 

' 

Dartmouth maintains that the 
students were not punished for 
what they wrote but for conduct 
that was disruptive to the peace of 
the college community. 

In allowing the students to re
turn to school, the court said that 
one of the members of the disci
pli nary board that punished R� 
view staffers had demonstrated 
bias prior to the board's VOle_ One 
member of the panel had signed a 
letter, not shared with other board 
members, criticizing the Review. 
The letter criticized the newspaper 
for writing "slanderous articles" 
using "repeated sexist and racist" 
remaries about Dartmouth faculty 
members. 

Mobl said for this reason, the 
board's decision in suspending the 
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students was "fundamentally un
fair. " 

Dartmouth's lawyer John Mid
dleton had argued that the stu
dents had been suspended for 
misconduct, not for their political 
view. 

drew no meaningful distinction 
betwe�n the nine-member discipli
nary panel, whose chairman was 
the dean of the college. and Dart
mouth itself. 

Cole's abilities, it would signal 
other faculty that their tenure 
could also be questioned." 

Feeling the "real criminal" has 
not been punished, Baldwin said 
Cole has received merits for the 
incident which attracted national 
attention to the Ivy League school. But Harvey Myerson, the New 

York attorney representing the 
students, cited a passage in the 
state ruling which said "contrary 
to the college's position, tbe 
charges against the four students 
did arise directly out of their ac
tivities on the Review." 

"The coun found that the ac
tions of the Committee on Stan
dards were the actions of the 
college and ordered the students 
reinstated," Myerson said. 

In a January hearing, a federal 
judge dismissed the companion 
lawsuit that claimed reverse dis..
crimination against the reporte� 
by Dartmouth College. 

Baldwin said the controversy 
has brought Dartmouth into the 
limelight, but the true issue has 
nOt been addressed. 

Myerson said the college's ac
tions bad violated the students' 
freedom of expression. 

"We don't think there's any 
question about it," Myerson said. 
"That's been a cornerstone of 
what we've been saying from the 
beginning." 

Myerson insisted that the judge 

"The real issue here focuses on 
professor Cole and the quality of 
education at Dartmouth," Bald
win said. "The school has been 
put in an embarrassing situation 
of questioning the integrity of one 
of its professors. especially a ten
ured professor [Cole). Tenure is 
regarded wth religious awe and if 
the universty were to investigate 

Dartmouth president James 
Freedman said the school has en
dured its most serious public rela
tions setback as a result of the two 
lawsuits. The school reports early 
applications to the college are 
down 29 percent and suggests the 
negative publicity surrounding the 
controversial Review is to 
blame . •  

Student brings $2 million suit for yearbook slur 
MASSACHUSETIS-The excitement of gradua
tion swelled as Westwood High School students 
gathered to receive their yearbooks in 1986. But 
excitement quickly changed to embarassment. 

Appearing in the biography next to the picture of 
Michael Strauss. a graduating senior at the time, 
were the words "Superjew, Yidmaster, short squat 
Jewish." and statements that made incestuous impli
cations about his sister. The manufactured brief also 
poked fun at one of Strauss' male friends of leb
anese origin, calling the boy "Bobbydeary," accord
ing to court documents. 

The copy was typeset and inconspicuously printed 
by someone involved with the product ion process of 
the Western High School yearbook, the Green Years. 
Strauss wrote and submitted his own autobiographi
cal note, but has yet to find the culprits responsible 
for printing the false modification. 

The yearbook tampering resl.llted in a $2 million 
lawsuit, ftled by Strauss and his parents against the 
town of Westwood, the yearbook company and two 
as of yet unidentified students. The original com
plaint in the suit charged three school officials with 
negligence as well. 

Representing the school officials in the case. town 
counsel Tom McCusker filed a motion to dismiss the 
case in February at the Norfolk Superior Court, in 
Dedham. The court granted the motion, dismissing 
claims against the school's principal. vice principal 
and faculty adviser. 

Now Jostens Yearbook and Publishing Company 
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in State College. Pennsylvania. the town of West
wood and the two unidentified students are taking 
the heat. Coun documents say Strauss is claiming 
negligent infliction of emotional distress by the three 
remaining defendants and two counts of libel tar
geted at Jostens and the responsible students. 

Nearly 250 of the November 1986 yearbooks were 
distributed to Westwood students before the substi
tution was found. School officials recalled most of 
the annuals, but could not reclaim the entire circula
tion. The page in question was replaced and the book 
redistributed. 

In vestigati ve efforts to find the elusive perpetra
tors have been futile, but suspects have been ques
tioned, said Strauss' attorney David Shaughnessy. 

The attorney refused to speculate on the identity 
of the culprits for lack of concrete evidence. 

Investigators consulted a handwriting expert who 
could yield no funher information. The case was 
then turned over to the attorney general's office for 
further investigation of the phony copy. McCusker 
said the school has "gone to great lengths to find the 
persons responsible," and concluded that investiga
tors will be u nable to find the guilty parties. 

"The senior editors were aJl interviewed and had 
no knowledge of who did it," McCusker said. "It's 
impossible to know which typist did which biograph
ies." 

As a result of the incident the school is tightening 
its security by requiring students to sign their auto
biographical notes before submitting them to year
book staff members, McCusker said . • 
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Student free press legisJation in Iowa to bit governor's desk this spring 
OffiCialS in Iowa are preparing a 
bill for the governor's signa ture 

1 that would prevent school admin
istrators i n the state from censor
i ng student publications. 

State Sen. Richard Yam, D-So
Ion, i ntroduced the Iowa student 
press bill in January protecting 
s l u d e n t  publicat i o n s  fro m  
censorship as long as the material 
is not obscene, libelous and does 
not incite criminal acts or viola
tion of school regulations or 
material disruption of the school. 

In February the Senate passed 
the bill with a 35- 1 2  vote and 
threw it to the House where it was 
accepted with a 79- 1 4  vole in 
April. The House added an 
amendmenl to the legislalion that 
would release the school district 
from liability in the event of legal 
action against a publication. As
suming the House and Senate ca n  
work out an agreement o n  this 
amendment, the governor will re
ceive the pitch and will have to 
sign the bill to make it a state law. 

If the bill is passed, Iowa will 
become the third state to establish 
legislation overriding the Ha
zelwood decision. California and 
Massachusetts already have stu
denl free press laws. 
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Six other states across the coun
try, Illinois, Kansas, Nevada, 
Ohio, Oregon and Rhode Island, 
are attempting to stamp OUI the 
ashes of the Hazelwood rul ing. 

Sen. Sean Coffey, D-Provi
dence, introduced a bill in Rhode 
[sland in February to reinstate Ihe 
legal standard for censorship of 
students that was i n  effect before 
Haze/wood. The standard set by 
the Supreme Court in Ihe Tinker 
case allowed censorship only when 
school officials could demonstrale 
material and substantial disrup
tion or invasion of Ihe rights of 
others. 

"If students are not given el
ementary First Amendment rights 
in the school, it is difficult to 
expect them to become active, 
involved and concerned citizens 
and parents once they leave the 
school setti ng," Coffey said. 
" [This] bill would insure that 
Rhode Island public schools en
gender a positive attitude towards 
the responsible exercise of free
dom of speech." 

The bill passed au t of the Sen
ale J udiciary Committee i n  April 
and is expected 10 reach the Sen
ate Ooor before the session ends. 

Nevada is marching al ong with 
its legislation with help from state 

Sen. Susan Wagner, R-Reno, 
cbainnan of the Senate judiciary 
Committee. Senate Bill 1 9 1 ,  intro
duced in March, is m odeled after 
the California Education Code 
section that protects student free 
expression rights. The Human Re
sources Committe heard testimo
ny fro m  local mec:lia professionals 
i n a March hearing, but no further 
action has been taken. The Com
mittee is considering a second 
heari ng but has yet to schedule a 
date. 

Representative J udy Sheerer, D
Shaker Heights, has agreed to in
Iroduce student press legislation 
into the Ohio House this spring. 
According to Sheerer's aide Grace 
Moran, a draft of the bill is  being 
reworked by Ihe legislative com
mittee a 1 should be introduced 
this session. 

Moran said Sheerer is "excited 
about the legislation" and is mark
ing it a "high priority" for comple
tion. 

Oregon has joined the ranks 
after proposing student press legis
lation for the first time in March. 
The bill should face a senate com
mi ttee this fall. 

After taking their stab at Ha
zelwood. Wyoming officials were 
defeated in January when they 
introduced a bill m odeled after the 
Stu dent Press Law Center 
guidelines. The bill, introduced by 
Rep. Lynn Dickey, D-Sheridan 
County, was killed in a straight 
party-line vote in the House Edu
cation Committee. 

Charles Levendosky, Editorial 
Page Editor of the Casper Slar
Tribune and strong supporter of 
student press rights, said he did 
not see the bill going anywhere 
from here. 

" U nless something drastic hap
pens I don't think it will be intro
d u ced aga i n ;  t h e  [ H ou se 
Educat ion] commiltee is just too 
conservative," Levendosky said. 

Illinois Rep. Ellis Levin, D-Chi
cago. introduced a student free 
expression bill in March. No ac
tion has yet been taken on it. • 
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Press freedom 
gains momentum 
in the Midwest 

KANSAS-More than a year 
has passed since the Haze/wood 
ruling in which the U.S. Su
preme Court gave censorship 
rights to school district officials, 
but students and teachers in 
Kansas prove the ruling can be 
battled and student press rights 
upheld. 

A bill before the Kansas leg
islature sponsored. by Rep. 
Gary Blumenthal, D-Merriam, 
and eight other House mem
bers.. would establish the "Stu
dent Freedom of Expression 
Act." From this, the Kansas 
legislature could prevent school 
boards and administrators from 
violating the free press rights of 
student publications. 

The bill passed. the Kansas 
House of Representatives in 
March with a 98-21 vote and 
now faces the Senate Education 
Committee. The statute will not 
be addressed by that body until 
next year when the committee 
reconvenes. The student ex
pression bill was apparently 
"squeezed out" of the 1989 
legislative calender by statutes 
of "higher priority," said Ron 
Johnson, Director of Journa
lism at Fort Hays State Univer
sity. 

"I think the wait is an advan
tage because now we will have 
a year to lobby the Senate like 
we did with the House," he 
said. 

If passed in the Senate, the 
bill will move to the governor 
to be signed. 

The act is designed to protect 
student material published in 
newspapers, yearbooks and cre
ative writing publications from 
censorship by Kansas school 
administrators. The law would 
not protect matter that is libel
ous, slanderous, obscene, en-

Spling 1989 

courages violation of the law or 
certain school rules, or that 
creates a substantial disruption 
of the normal school activity. 

Executive secretary of the 
Kansas Scholastic Press Asso
ciation Jackie Engel expressed 
strong support for the bill in 
saying administrators and stu
dents can work together toward 
a free press. 

"We are not enemies, but 
instead partners working to
gether for a relevant school 
press that will offer viable op
p ortunities to write on topics of 
concern to them as students of 
today and citizens of tomor
row," she said in a commentary 
written for the Kansas State 
Collegian in February. 

Simply stated, the bill says, 
"The liberty of the press in 
student publications shall be 
protected . Material shall not be 
suppressed soley because it in-

volves political or controversial 
subject matter." 

Rep. Arthur Douvile, R
Overland Park, spearheaded 
opposition to the bill. 

"Whenever you create a 
right, you give rise to possible 
lawsuits," he said. 

Opponents to the bill worried 
about who would be ultimately 
responsible for content of stu
dent publications and said the

.) 

bill might be another manifes
tation of government interfer
ence. 

Johnson disagreed and said 
he thinks the group of educa
tors and students supporting 
the bill has the drive to pass the 
bill next year. 

"We have a lot of strong 
grassroots support from local 
journalists. not to mention the 
Kansas Scholastic Press Asso
ciation ," he said. "I think our 
bill has a good chance." • 
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Education commissioner rejects censorship 
NEW YORK - A former student of Northport High 
School on Long Island claimed victory for the 
student press in April when the state commissioner 
of education prohibited school officials from censor
ing a student literary magazine. 

The controversy whirled around Eric Brenner's 
short story, "The Depths," printed in the 1 987 
edition of Arts Focus, Northport High School's 
annual literary magazine. 

Thomas Sobol, Commissioner of Education , said 
in his decision that according to the Northport Board 
of Education's own policy, the censorship could not 
be allowed. 

In addition, the decisions said Northport superin
tendent William Brosnan side-stepped Northport's 
own publication policy guidelines by failing to meet 
with the editor. faculty adviser and ombudsperson 
prior to his censorship, as required by board regula
tions. The commissioner said the school's policy 
only allowed censorsh ip of substantially disruptive 
material or material that is libelous or obscene. He 
said Brenner's story did not fit with in these catego
ries. 

Brenner's attorney, Alan Levine of the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, said the commissioner's opin
ion directly follows the school's guidelines and "until 
those rules are changed. public school students will 
have uncensored newspapers." 

"The school district's own policy resists the tide of 
the Kuhlmeier decision which has swept along with it 
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school districts across the country who think they 
have to censor," Levine said. 

Referring to the Supreme Court's decision in 
Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier, in which school officials 
were given greater authority to censor. Sobol said, 

This should set a precedent for the 
state in s topping arbitrary 
censorship by adlDinistratorB. 
Hopefully, what happened to lJle 
won 't happen to anyone else. 

Eric Brenner 
student author 

"The existence of a power does not itself compel the 
e)(ercise of that power. Kuhlmeier simply establishes 
a standard to determine whether an educator's edito
rial control over school·sponsored publications vio
lates the First Amendment righ t s  of students. It does 
not req uire school districts to adopt that standard. A 
school district may establish its own policy to grant 
students broader free speech protections than those 

established under Kuhlmeier." 

Over 8000 copies of Arls Focus were circu lated in 

June 1987 as a supplement in the local commun ity 
newspaper before Brosnan intervened, He confis
cated nearly 500 copies of the publication intended 
for distri bution at a district-spon sored arts festival. 

The superintendent claimed the language in the story 
was "obscene" and "unfit for the younger children" 
who would have access to the magazine at the fair, 

The story described a night in which two high 
school friends wait at school for a ride after choir 
practice. Passing time, they make up a parody of a 
song that tel ls  of a man "who couldn't pee" who 
went from town to town with his "dick tied 'round 
his knee." The rest of the story is a surrealistic 
fantasy in which the two friends are trapped inside 
the school while a third boy attacks them with a 
knife, Brenner describes blood, mu tilation and cas
tration, all of which disappear when the dreamers 
awake in the end. 

Brosna
,
n cited other aspects of the story including 

the gratU ltous use of the word "hell," the goriness of 
the story. making light of vandalism and grammati
cal errors. 

The school board, at Brosnan's recommendation 
denied Brenner's request to have copies of the art� 
magazine placed on the Northport High grounds 
when school reopened in the fall of 1 987. 

With his father's help, Brenner petitioned the state 
commissi oner of education to review the school 
board's ruling and to allow the story to be distributed 

conti"U£(j On page 13 
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Keeping Confidentiality 
Shield laws and privileges protect your right Dot to reveal sources or information 

The threat of court orders to 
reveal sources and information 
concerns reporters and editors on 
and off campus. Almost every 
student publication is confronted 
with the question at least once 
each year of whether someone can 
force a journalist to disclose 
sources to whom they have prom

ised anonym ity or in formation 
that was never intended for publi
cation. In increasing numbers, civ
i l  and cri m i n a l  lit iga n t s 
nationwide - often those rep
resenting the police or other 
governmental bodies - are de
manding that reporters and edi
tors appear at j udicial proceedings 
to divulge information obtained as 
part of their newsgatberi ng efforts. 

Journalists typical ly rankle at 
such subpoenas. They assert that 
reporters must be able to promise 
confidentially to some sources to 
get the information necessary to 
satisfy the public's right to know. 

They also raise a concern over 
appearing to be an investigative 
arm for the state and point ou t 
tha t some litigants would rely o n  
the press to  d o  their dirty investi
gative work for them. 

In 26 states, legislatures have 
adopted statutes called "shield 
laws" affording the news media 
varying degrees of protection 
against subpoenas to reveal 
sources and information. In other 
states, the courts have recognized 
First Amendment and co mmon 
Jaw privileges that protect report
ers from being forced to reveal 
this kind of information .  This 
priviLege may be "qualified" i n  
many states; that is, it can be 
outweighed by a competing inter
est presented in a given situation, 
for example a crimina l  de
fendant's right to a fair trial. 
These legaJ protections have sel-
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dom been explicitly applied to 
student journalists, but students 
continue to voice the need for 
them. 

In tills issue of the RepOrt, we 
begin a several-part series that will 
examine the rights of journalists 
to keep their con fidential sources 
and information to themselves. 

On a state-by-state basis we 
will examine state sh ield law� and 
privileges and discuss how they 
might apply specifically to stu
dents. Most states have never 
ru led on the confidentiality rights 
of student j ourna lists. The analy
sis given here is the SPLCs best 
j udgement of how a court might 
ru le on the issue. 

Each state section begins with a 
citation to the shield law, if such a 
law is i n  place in that state. If 
your state is not discussed in  this 
issue, be sure to read fu ture issues 
of the Report. 

And remem ber. promises of 
con fidentiality are no t to be made 
lightly . Know your rights under 

�our state law so you will not be 

In a position of having made a 
promise of confidentiality you are 
not wil l ing or able to keep. 

ALASKA 

Shield Law: Alaska Statutes sec
tion 09.25. 1 50 to 09.25.220 ( 1 983 
and J 987 supp. )  

Reporters "regularly engaged" 
in colIe{:ting or writing news for a 
"news organization" are protected 
from compelled disclosure under 
the Alaska shield law unless the 
nondisclosure would "result in  a 
miscarriage of justice or the denial 
of a fair

. 
tIjal . . .  or be contrary to 

the public mterest" A news organi-
zation is defined as an "individual 
or group that publishes a newspa
per or other periodical" at regular 
intervals and has a general read
ership. Presumably. a publication 
that is distributed on and off 
school grounds could be said to 
have a general readership because 
non-schoo l-related i ndiv iduals 
also would be reading it .  Further
more, student journalists would be 
regu lar ly engaged in the news 
gathering business if t hey write for 
the newspaper on a frequen t  basis. 
The Alaska law looks as if it 
should apply to most student jour
nalists. 

CONNECTICUT 

No Shield Law. 

A qualified First Amendment 
pri vilege protecting confidential 
sources has been recognized by tbe 
courts in Connecticut, although its 
applicability to s!Udents has not 
been tested. The privilege will only � ov�rcome when the party seek-
109 disclosure � n  show that it 

continued on page '2 
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made a reasonable effort to obtain 
the information from an alterna
tive source and the inquiry is de
signed to elicit information highly 
relevant to the court proceeding. 
Con necticut Labor Relations 
Board v. Fagin. 370 A.2d 1095 
(Conn. Super. Ct, 1 976). 

DELAWARE 
Shield Law: Delaware Code Ann. 
Title 1 0, subchapter II, sections 
4320 to 4326 (1 974 Rev. and 
1 985) 

Students may have trouble 
qualifying as reporters under Del
aware's narrow shield law. Anyone 
who earns his or her "principal 
livelihood" by reporting or who 
spent three or four weeks <:>f the 
preceding eight weeks working at 
least 20 hours per week "in the 
practice of, obtaining or preparing 
information for dissemination" 
meets the requirement of the stat
ute. Reporters can be protected in 
all proceedings except those of a 
grand jury from diSClosing both 
sources and information. A court 
can order public disclosure of 
material when it is in the public 
interest if it can be proven that the 
reporter's assertion of a need for 
non-disclosure is false. 

-

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
No Shield Law. 

District of Columbia courts 
ha ve not clearly dealt with the 
question of a privilege for journal
ists. However, the District's high
est court ruled recently that a 
news organization not a party to a 
law suit may be subpoenaed only 
if there is greater than a '"mere 
hope" of finding relevant infonna
tion. CBS v. Arnold, No. 87-3 1 
(D.C. Court of Appeals Feb. 2, 
J 987). 

The federal court of appeals in 
Washington has recognized a 
qual ified constitutional privilege 
for reporters under the First 
Amendment. The court will bal� 
ance the reporter's interest in con� 
fidentiality against the plaintiff's 
i nterest in disclosure, with the 
balance tilted to favor the journal
ist's priv ilege. Carey v. Hume, 492 
F. 2d 63 1 (D.C. Cir. 1 974). Zerilli 
Y. Smith. 656 F.ld 705 (D.C. Crr. 
1 98 1 ). 

FLORIDA 
No Shield Law 

Florida recognizes a qualified 
First Amendment privilege against 
compeUed disclosure of a journal
ist's sources and infonnation. A 
three-part test is applied to deter
mine whether disclosure will be 
compelled. If the infonnatioD is 

- " . 

relevant, if it can not be obtained 
by alternate means and if there is 
a compelling interest for the infor
mation, disclosure will be re
quired.. This test applies to both 
civil and criminaJ trials. It was 
used by the Florida Supreme court 
in Tribune Co. v. Huffstetler, 489 
So.2d 722 ( 1 986), in which the 
court reversed a reporter's con
tempt conviction for not revealing 
a source. 

Unpublished photographs that 
are "physical evidence of a crime" 
may not be protected by the priv
ilege says a state appeals court. 
Satz. v. The News and Sun-Senti
nel Co., 484 So. 2d 590 ( 1 985). 

GEORGIA 
No Shield Law. 

In 1 9 1  I ,  the Georgia Supreme 
Court rejected recognition of a 
journalist's privilege in the case 
Plunkett v. Hamilton. 70 S.E. 781  
(Ga. 191 1 ), and has never altered 
that decision. 

IDAHO 
No Shield Law. 

The Idaho Supreme Court bas 
recognized. a qualified privilege 
grounded in the First Amendment 
and the Idaho Constitution that 
allows a journalist to refuse to 
disclose confidential sources. 
When faced with a demand to 
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conJinued from page 1 2  
compel disclosure, a court will 
balance the interests of the parties 
by questioning if the information 
sought is relevant, whether it can 
be obtained in another way and 
whether the interest in the infor
mation is compelling. In Re 
Wright. 700 P.2d 40 (Idaho 1 985). 

ILLINOIS 
Shield Law: Smith Hurd Illinois 
Ann. Stat. ch. 1 1 0 sections 8-901 
to 8-909 ( 1 984 and 1 988 cum. 
suppl) 

Anyone "regularly engaged in 
the business of collecting, writing 
or ed.iting news for publication 
through a news medium on a full
time or part-time basis" cannot be 
compelled to disclose the source 
of any confidential or non-confi
dential i n formation. A news medi
um includes any newspaper or 
periodical "issued at regular inter
vals and having a general circula
tion." If a high school or college 
publication is distributed off cam
pus as welt as on, it probably 
could be considered general circu
lation. Whether a student journal
ist works enough hours to be 
considered part- or full-time i s  
more questionable, especiall y if  
the student is not paid for their 
work (and thus perhaps is not "in 
the business of ... ").  The courts in 
Illinois have never been con
fronted. with the application of the 
law to young journalists, but a fair  
argument can be made that it  
should apply to high school and 
coll!!&e students as well. 

A reporter may be divested of 
the privilege if alternative sources 
of information have been ex
hausted and disclosure "is essen
tial to the protection of the public 

continued from page 10 
at the high school . 

interest involved or, in libel or 
slander cases, the plaintiff's need 
for disclosure . . .  outweighs the 
public interest in protecting the 
confidentiality of sources of infor
mation." 

INDIANA 
Shield Law: Bums Indiana Stat. 
Ann. Chapter 5, Title 34-3-5- 1 
( 1 986 Repl. Vol. and 1 988 supp.) 

In Indiana, reporters must "re
ceive income" from reporting and 
writing work and be employed at 
"a newspaper or periodical . . .  hav
ing a general circulation" to be 
covered under the statute. If the 
student meets this requirement, he 
or she will be protected from 
disclosing in any legal or non-legal 
proceeding the name of any source 
obtained from reporting. College 
journalists seem more likely to be 
covered by this statute than would 
high school journalists because of 
the requirements of the law. 

The shield law has been con
strued to protect only confidential 
sources of information rather than 
the information itself. In In Re 
Stearns. 489 N.E.2d 1 46 ( I  �86), 
however, a state court of appeals 
recognized a qualified privilege 
under the First Amendment pro
tecting disclosure of non-confiden
t i a l  i n fo r m a t i o n .  I f  t h e  
information desired i s  relevant, if 
disclosure i s  critical to a someone 
receiving a fair trial and if other 
sources have been exhausted, the 
interests will be balanced to deter
mine if compelled disclosure is 
warranted. 

IOWA 
No Shield Law. 

Iowa does not have a shield 
law, but its courts recognize a 

qualified privilege under the First 
Amendment and the Iowa Consti
tution. The courts lean toward 
disclosure in criminal cases, grand 
jury proceedings and in libel suits. 
A journalist requesting the priv
ilege must fall within the pro
tected class of people q ualifying 
for the privilege, although the 
courts have never explained how 
to determine if a person falls with
in that class. U nJess the courts say 
otherwise, it probably can be as
sumed that student journalists fall 
within the class of protected peo
ple, although this is by no means 
clear. In deciding whether to com
pel disclosure, the court asks if the 
information is critical to the ac
tion or defense and if other means 
of obtaining it have been ex
hausted. Lamberto v. Bown, 326 
N. W. 2d 305 (Iowa 1 982). 

KANSAS 
No Shield Law. 

Kansas has no statute but recog
nizes a qualified privilege for both 
sources and information. The 
privilege is stronger in civil cases 
than in criminal ones. In State v. 

Sandstrom, 224 Kan. 573, 58 1 
P.2d 8 1 2  ( 1 978), cerl. denied, 440 
U.S. 929 ( 1 979), the Kansas Su
preme Court said a lower court's 
ruling that forcing a journalist to 
testify was warran ted because it 
could lead to information regard
ing an important aspect of the 
criminal defendant's defense. The 
court approved a case-by-case bal
ancing of the need of the de
fendant to a fair trial against the 
reporter's need for confidentiality. 
It seems Kansas would allow stu
dent journalists the use of the 
privilege . •  

Brenner, who graduated from Northport in 1 987, 
heard of Sobol's decision while attending Vassar 
College where he is studying English this semester. 
He said the victory was exciting. 

"Quality is still important in what you write, but 
you should be able to write anything and not have to 
worry about [restrictions]," he said. 

Levine said he is satisfied with the resul ting 
opinion which upholds the rights of student press 
freedom. "This should set a precedent for the state in 

stopping arbitrary censorship by administrators," 
Brenner said. " Hopefully, what happened to me 
won't happen to anyone else." 

Brenner said students as well as professional 
writers should have the "freedom to write what they 
want." 
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"[The decisions] says to student editors that they 
have rights apart from the First Amendment," he 
said. "They may have to struggle to convince school 
officials and state courts of that, but they won't find 
Kuhlmeier standing in the way of thei r journa listic 
responsibilities." • 
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Principal impounds newspaper for running editorial 
comparing homecoming to the crucifixion of Christ 
CALIFORNIA-Tommy walks along the narrow 
corridors of his high school as the final bell of the 
day rings. He musters up the courage to ask the best
looking girl to the homecoming dance, but contem
plates the possibility of her refusaL 

The risk of rejection may be one of the greatest 
stress factors a teenager must face in school. but is it 
comparable to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ? A 
reporter at Rio Americana H igh School in Sacramen
to thought so and wrote her satirical opinion for the 
high school newspaper, the Rio Mirada. The story hit 
front page in October with the headline reading " Is 
Homecoming God's Way of Making Us Pay For Our 
Sins?" 

Vanessa Richardson likened the " humiliati on" of 
the homecoming dance to the pain of Jesus on the 
cross. She said in the article, " If you believe in God, 
Homecoming is your salvation.  For tomorrow's 
dance is really a rel igious ceremony for ones to 
experience the m ost hum iliating time of th eir l ife. so 
they can experience the pain and su ffering that Jesus 
went through while dying on the cross, for the two 
ex periences are pretty pai nful." 

"It is the embarassment of aski ng your prospecti ve 
date . . .  and being shot down," and " It is the mortifica
tion of going to a party after ( the dance] and having 
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your date get amazingly drunk-h. tben having to drive 
your date home and not even getting a good-night 
smooch because he 's passed out on the front seat 
after upchucking all over i t." 

Ad mi nistrators of the school took o ne look at the 
headline and temporarily i mpounded the paper 
claiming it was "offensive to the religious beliefs of 
parents, teachers and students." 

11 you believe in God, Homecoming 
is your salva tion. For tomorrow's 
dance is really a religious ceremo
ny lor one to experience the most 
h umilia ting time 01 their life. 

Vanessa Richardson 
reporter 

A legal review of the incident by the sch ool's 
a t torney supported the paper by determ ining the 
action to be i nconsistent with the Cal ifornia Educa
tion Code. California and Massachusetts are the only 
sta tes with statutory protections for student express
ion. The newspapers were returned to the bins three 
days later. 

Rio Americano Princi pal Ron Uzelac said the 
school had planned to implement a review commit
tee "consisting of teachers, students and administra
tors as a result of the controversy." But facu lty 
adviser of the publication Dean Baird said the 
commi ttee h ad not been created. 

"The original intention of the administration to 
pu t  together a review committee never evolved," 
Baird said. "1 told (the principal] that if they pu t the 
review panel i nto action, the students would [fight 
back ] . "  

Although there is n o  official prior review co mmit
tee, Baird has gi ven the school's production supervi
sor permission to review the page layouts before 
sending them to press. 

" I  don' t set up an appointment or anything," he 
said, "but if we have a controversial article, I'll show 
it to her ( beforehand] so she'll know it's coming out. 

I f  she has a problem, she can talk to me about it." 
A fter several months of di scussion, the controver

sy has subsided w ithou t recourse. 
HI  th ink t he administration realizes now that they 

can't j ust pull  a story beca use they don't like i t, "  
Ba ird said. "Their attitude on censorsh ip is  a l ittle 
more dear to them now." • 
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Student president shuts down paper, boots editor 
PENNSYLVANIA - The Du
quesne University Student Gov
ernment Associ at ion (SGA) 
exercised iron-handed suppression 
after an advertisement for birth 
control counseling ran in the 
school's daily newspaper, The Du

quesne Duke, in February. 
SGA members seized control of 

the university's student newspaper 
offices as a result of investigations 
into various controversies sur
rounding the publication, one of 
which focused on the family plan
ning ad. Doors were locked to all 
staff members during a three-day 
shut-<1own of the newspaper of
fices when SGA members planned 
to "fill the reporter's positions 
with their own people," according 
to Sean McNamara, managing ed
itor of The Duke. 

The doors were reopened three 
days later, minus editor-in-chief 
Rebecca Drumm. 

The editor was permanently 
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suspended from her post when the 
Duquesne student judicial board 
charged her with 1 4  offenses, in
cluding allegations that the news
paper had an unauthorized off
ca mpus checking account and 
fraudulently ran her election to 
the position. 

Results of the March j udicia! 
board hearing fou nd Drumm 
guilty on two counts: failing to 
comply with university regulations 
and violating published university 
policies involving the unauth
orized checlting account. 

Drumm remains on probation 
until she graduates in May. 

The Duke faced opposition af
ter running an advertisement for 
contraceptive counseling. The ad 
was published three times in Jan
uary and February issues before 
SGA members seized The Duke 

offices. 
Administrators of the Roman 

Catholic university reportedly felt 

the ad's message was incons istent 
with the school 's  miSSlon 
statement which is based on the 
Catholic religion. 

McNamara said the reasoning 
was unfair. 

" [Adm i nistrators} are forgetting 
that the m ission statement also 
says they will protect the rights s>f 
human dignity and freedom," 
McNamara said. 

In a letter dated Jan. 30. SGA 
president Harold " Happy" Meltz
er, informed The Duke news staff 
that if the ad were to reappear in 
the paper SGA members would 
begin investigation into the el ec
tion of the student editor-in-chief 
and the paper's student-run check
ing account which violated uni
versity rules. 

The Family Services ad ran 
again on Feb. 9, this time with a 
discla imer thal said "the following 
advertisement does not necessarily 
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reflect the views or values of Du
quesne University." 

Soon after the readvertisement, 
the SGA cabinet gathered in a 
closed meeting where they decided 
to revoke The Duke's constitution, 
ending the right to publish a paper 
under the name of the university. 
This action also denied the paper 
the right to use university facilities 
because the newspaper was no 
longer recognized as a school
sponsored publication. 

The constitution was reinstated 
when the paper was reopened 
three days later. 

Student editor Drumm claimed 
school officials supported the 
SGA's actions in silencing the 
paper. 

"The building belongs to the 
administration, not the SGA," she 
said. "The administration could 
unlock [the newsroom] in a mo
ment, but their lack of action 
shows they backed the SGA all the 
way. "  

University spokeswoman Ann 
Rago said the administration saw 
this as a "power struggle" and 
avoided intervention as long as 
students "acted in good faith" to 
resolve the issue themselves. 

The Duke's attorney, Joel 
Klein, said the student govern
ment was trying to cover up the 
censorship issue with charges 
against Drumm fearing bad pub
l icity for the college. 

"We believe that the student 
government didn't want to have 
to go to the world and explain that 
[it] shut a paper down over a 
contraceptive ad," Klein said. "In
stead, [it] came up with these 
other two items that were old 
news." 

Meltzer denied the allegation, 
saying the investigation was coin
cidental to the ad's publication. 

"The suspension has nothing to 
do with the ads that appeared in 
print," he said. "We began investi
gations after the SGA recently 
received complaints from several 
studies about the account and 
Drumm's election." 

When questioned about the 
Jan uary letter Meltzer said he 
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thought the ad would "offend a lot 
of people" and the letter was in
tended to bring this to the news
taft's attention. 

"It wasn't proper to exchange 
the University name for money 
from an organization of that na
ture," he said. 

Drumm disagreed. 
"I'm certain they censored us 

for the ad, it was right there in 
black and white," she said. "They 
didn't approach me once about 
the checking account." 

Klein said The Duke's 1 5-year
old checking account in question 
and the election controversy have 
"been around for a long time" and 
only now are being criticized. 

Throughout the chaos, Drumm 
and several student reporters as
sembled a four-page newspaper 
called The Free Press for distribu
tion on the Duquesne campus. 
The paper, devoted entirely to 
The Duke's suspension, was laid 
out at the Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and printed by the 
Washington Observer-Reporter in 
Washington County. 

After learning of Drumm's sus
pension, several staff members 
refused to return to the paper 
unless the editor was reinstated. 
But after the judicial board's rul
ing in March, origi nal staffers re
turned with plans to leave the 
editor's seat vacant. 

"We don't want to make anyone 

else a magnet for student govern
ment badgering and harassment," 
McNamara said, "It would unload 
too much pressure from the 
school onto that one person and it 
just isn't worth it." 

McNamara said the SGA con
tinues to "harass and antagonize" 
The Duke reporters in the power 
struggle. 

"[The SGA] is using the power 
of the purse to control the newspa
per," McNamara said. "When we 
print something they don't like, 
they tighten allocations. That's 
why we had the ofT-campus ac
count, to keep our funds com
pletely independent of theirs." 

Results of the incident include 
the establishment of a new publi
cation board for the school. A 
temporary six-member board has 
been set up to mediate student 
conflicts. The outlines guide for 
the committee's responsibilities 
and structure is currently under 
the pen. Whether the board will 
regulate content policies or en
force press guidelines is still being 
decided. Students hope to estab
lish a permanent committee by 
next semester. 

Qaiming this was not a 
censorship issue, Meltzer said the 
shut down was intended to stop 
the misuse of the newspaper's 
funds. 

"[Duke staffers] are still run
ning the ad as far as I know, but I 
don't think an ad like that should 
be there," he said. "It doesn't 
have a place in the publication of 
a Catholic university, but it's also 
not worth suspending a paper 
over. We wouldn't suspend the 
paper for that reason and we 
didn't." 

McNamara said the controver
sy has been difficult to withstand, 
but he is proud to stand up for his 
rights at any length. 

"I didn't realize the right for 
freedom of expession until it was 
taken away from me," McNamara 
said. "There are people out there 
who want to control the media 
and I've realized how dangerous 
that can be. You just have to 
stand up for what you think is 
right and stick to it to the end." • 
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KID Klux Klansman on yearbook stirs controversy 
Picture causes angered legislator to demand fi ring of high school principal 

ALABAMA - Pictured on the 
front steps of Jefferson Davis 
High School, posing for a class 
shot, stand former president John 
F. Kennedy, father of Commu
nism Karl Marx, singer Michael 
Jackson and in the back row, a Ku 
Klux Klansman beside a flaming 
cross. 

Certainly these people didn't 
attend school together, so what is 
the meaning behind the picture? 

The composite photo appearing 
on the cover of the high school 
yearbook was intended to depict 
prominent events, issues and peo
ple of the last 20 years. Patterned 
after the cover of the Beatles al
bum, "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band," the cover was de
signed by yearbook staffers to 
commemorate the Montgomery 
high school's 20th year. 

Following yearbook distribu
tion in November, State Repre
sentative Alvin Holmes, D
Montgomery, demanded the prin
cipal of the high school be dis
missed for permitting students to 
include a KKK member and a 
Confederate flag on the yearbook 
cover. 

"[The picture] glorifies the 
KKK," Holmes said. "I don't 
think they should have used these 
symbols to represent history. They 
should have used pictures that 
would be educational." 

Holmes would have preferred 
pictures of the new fine arts center 
in Montgomery or photographs of 
the development and construction 
of buildings on the surrounding 
college campuses to be used on 
the commemorative cover. 

"It's the same idea as a Jewish 
high school student in I srael pub
lishing a picture of Adolf Hit
ler . . .  or some other Nazi on the 
cover of their yearbook," he said. 
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School superintendent Thomas 
Bobo received a letter from Rep. 
Holmes shortly after the year
book's release req uesting the dis
charge of school principal Thomas 
Head from his position at Jeffer
son Davis. 

When the Montgomery legis-

lator addressed the school board 
with the issue in December, mem
bers supported his opinion and 
asked Head to write an apology 
statement to the chairman of the 
board of education for offending 
anyone by allowing the cover to 
be printed. The legislator also 
req uired Head to present a public 
apology to the board during their 
January meeting. 

"Never in m y  wildest dreams 
would J think anyone would take 
a yearbook for more than j ust a 
yearbook," Head said. "and to 
pick the KKK member out of all 
the other pictures we had on 
there. " 

The picture is superim posed 
with magazine cutouts, cartoon 
drawings, student and teacher 

photographs. Other figures fea
tured are former president Ronald 
Reagan and his wife Nancy, 
rockstars Chuck Berry and John 
Lennon, a naked cartoon of Presi
dent George Bush, model Donna 
Rice and former presidential can
didate Gary Hart, evangelist Jim 
Bakker and his wife Tammy and 
comedian Robin Williams stand
ing below a Confederate flag. The 
title "Twenty Years Ago Today," 
was left off the cover by mistake. 

"I think this whole thing was 
taken out of context," Head said. 
"We didn't mean to offend any
one, but if you put it all into 
perspective, like the bomb over 
the KKK's head, it's merely a 
representation of major events. I 
think the students have a right to 
deal with that [ maj or issues and 
events]." 

Proud of his students and 
teachers for handling the situa
tion, Head said it was "a learning 
experience especially for the kids. " 
Students at Jefferson Davis now 
know they are responsible for the 
material they publish and realize 
how one idea can be seen many 
different ways, he said. 

As the issue comes 10 a rest, 
Head commented on a recent ad
vertisement in a Montgomery 
newspaper. A published photo
graph showed marchers in the 
mid-January celebration of the 
Martin Luther }(jng holiday. The 
background scene shows a painted 
mural on the side of the Dexter 
Memorial Baptist Church were 
}(jng used to preach. There, the 
familiar images of a KKK mem
ber and a Confederate flag stand 
interm ingled with prominent free
dom leaders. 

"After all this hoopla and we 
see the same kind of m ural in the 
middle of the town. I just can't 
believe i t ," Head said . •  
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Newspaper circulation ceased to avoid riot 
F acuIty adviser files grievance to guarantee cooperation from principaJ 
MICHIGAN - Slamming the 
rights of student press freedom, 
school officials at Western High 
School delayed the release of their 
school paper, The Western Hemi
sphere for reporting the "unsports
manlike" conduct of the crowd at 
a basketball game. 

Western High School Principal 
David Quellette withheld distribu
tion of the school paper in Jan
uary for a weekend because of 
what he described as the "inflam
mat ory nature" of several editorial 
articles. The articles criticized the 
opposing team, Lumen Christi 
High School, and their fans for 
poor sportsmanship at one of the 
games. 

Two front-page editorials 
claimed fans cheering for the Lu
men Christi team were "rude, 
vulgar and u nsportsmanlike" after 
Western High School point guard 
Brian Ginzer, was "deliberately 
fouled by a Christi player" in a 
lay-up attempt. Ginzer suffered a 
"severe wrist injury" from the 
incident, according to the articles. 

Further coverage of the game 
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described the intensity of the com
peting players by reporting that 
one Lumen Christi player in
volved in the scuffle said, "Wel
come to the jungle," to Giozer who 
lay writhing on the floor in pain. 

Ouellette claimed the articles 
could lead to violent behavior at 
an upcoming weekend game 
against the same team. The princi
pal stopped circulation of the 
Western Hemisphere on the Fri
day of the game saying it was an 
attempt to avoid "jeopardizing the 
safety" of Western High Students 
attending the game. 

Dawn Kinch , co-ed.itor of the 
Hemisphere, said she understood 
the administration's reasoning in 
withholding the paper, but she did 
not believe the articles would have 
caused an uproar. 

"We tried to show our school 
how we could benefit from good 
sportsmanship," she said. "If 1 
had been a Lumen Christi student 
I might have gotten mad, but I 
don't think it would have caused a 
riot. I understand why they stopped 
the paper now, but I think. they 

should have discussed it with [the 
student stafi] first." 

The principal said he made the 
right decision in withholding the 
paper, but denies the incident was 
a censorship issue. 

UI did not censor the article, I 
just delayed it one [school] day," 
Ouellette said. "The paper ran in 
its en tirety the following Monday. 
Although 1 did oppose the word
ing, I am a finn believer in stua 
dents' rights of the press." 

Ouellette refused to make fur
ther comment. 

Adviser of the Western Hemi
sphere student newspaper, Kelly 
Wernette, said the principal re
stricted him from discussing rea
sons for the "censorship" with 
students. Wernette filed a griev
ance to insure follow-through on 
the part of the administration and 
"raise [the principal's] attention 
level" toward the incident. 

"We are holding the grievance 
at bay as long as we have the 
administration's coopera tion," 
Wernette stUd. "And so far, they 
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have been very cooperative and 
have done everything we've sug
gested." 

Superintendent Robert Bass, 

Ouellette and Wernette have de

vised three solutions to solve the 
censorship problem . These include 
a new editorial policy requiring a 
24-hour advanced discussion be
tween the adviser and principal 
rega rding Questionable  news 
material before publication, rule 
changed defining the editorial au-

thority of the principal in future 
situations and finally a board poli
cy change defining the roles and 
duties of everyone involved in 
such an issue. 

"This is tbe fist time we've had 
censorship in our school," Wer
nette said. "I don' t know if it's 
because of the Hazelwood decision 
and principals are starting to flex 
their muscles more or what." 

Wernette said the principal's 
main concern was with the poten-

r 

tially bad publicity this controver
sy cou ld bring to the school. Bu t 
he said his students have learned a 
valuable lesson from the incident. 

"We see a light at the end of 
the tunnel," he said. "It's just 
un believable how much people 
fear the student newspaper. I 
thi nk this has made our studen ts 
stop and realize how much power 
the paper has and they now know 
they are responsible for whatever 
is printed.". 

Student news media threatened at SMU 
TEXAS-After years of athletic 
scandals that led to some of the 
toughest sanctions in National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
history, Southern Methodist Uni
versity has stepped up its effort to 
create a positive public image. 
Some students fear that effort is 
coming perilously close to 
censorship of campus publications 
that do not always present the 
school in a positive light. 

The school's vice president of 
student affairs proposed a plan to 
the campus publication board in 
November that would require the 
campus newspaper and yearbook 
to submit all copy to an assigned 
faculty member for prior review 
before prin ling. 

Jim Caswell suggested the plan 
after the campus yearbook, The 
Daily Campus student newspaper 
tha t he thOUght the photo should 
have been deleted. 

"If misunderstood, [ the photo] 
could have cast the image of the 
university i nto bad repute," Pye 
told a Daily Campus reporter. 

Pye was hired as president of 
SMU in credibility to the univer
sity after the NCAA stripped the 
school of its footbal l  program for 
a year. The program wa s sanc
tioned after the fans were discov
ered running an elaborate pay ofT 
system with the players. 

The photo shows the darkened 
silhouette of a man kissing the 
nape of a woman 's neck. The 
woman's back is to the camera 
with her hair pushed back over 
one shoulder. Both models are 
fully clothed. The picture was 
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placed opposite a story on the 
AIDS epidemic and acquaintance 
rape. 

.. Interpretation is certainly in 
the eye of the beholder," said Les 
Hyder, Director of the Student 
Media Co., Inc., the yearbook's 
independen t publishing body. 
"We didn't get a single complaint 
from anyone else in the commu
nity. " 

To date, the university has not 
acted on the proposal to review 
student publica tions, but the pres
ence of the proposal is keeping 
student journa lists wondering if 
prior review may become a cen
soring tool for university adminis
trators concerned more with 
public rela tions than good journa
lism. 

The yearbook editor for 1 988, 
V ictoria Clarke, said the photo
graph was an in nocent attempt to 
portray a serious message about 
AIDS. The dark l igh ting in the 
photograph was not meant to be 
"tricky," but shadowed to depict a 
more serious aura, she said. 

"We had a lot of great photos to 
choose from and I picked that one 
because I thought it was the most 
artistic and sensitive to the sub
ject," Clarke said. "I  was really 
surprised to find out it would be 
taken thi s  way. As people go, I'm 
more conservative than most and 
I run a t ight ship. I wouldn 't run 
porn ography in my book." 

Although the yearbook was 
published in September, the pho
tograph was not criticized until 
December, long after 3,500 copies 
of the Rotunda had been distrib-

uted. 
" It was out for two months and 

we heard nothing but praise for 
the book and the photo, "Oarke 
said. "If r had known it was going 
to cause such a fuss, I wouldn' t 
have ru n [the picture]." 

Caswell reportedly complained 
that The Daily Campus had an 
excessive number of spelling mis
takes, typographical errors and 
had mishandled a story about a 
fraternity's black cook in a Sep
tern ber issue. 

Both the SMU newspaper and 
yearbook are produced under the 
sponsorship of the Student Media 
Co., Inc. The med ia company is a 
non-profit corporation operating 
independently of the un iversity . 
The company's board of directors, 
comprised of studen ts and faculty 
members from SMU, are responsi
ble for appoi nting student editors 
for the pu blications. 

Student journalists and studen t 
media company officials speCu
lated that there was a link between 
Caswell's prior review proposal 
and an October 3 1  announcement 
by the student govern ment to re
negotiate its bulk subscription to 
The Daily Campus. 

The student govern ment asso
c ia tion had, in the past, paid 
$37,000 per year to the Student 
Media Co. so that The Daily 
Campus would be di stributed free 
on cam pus. According to Hyder, 
that payment translated to 3.5 
cents, per student, per issue o f  the 
newspaper. The student govern
ment said it wanted to renegotiate 
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the co n tract with the Student Me
dia Co. ,  but by mid-April had, 
failed to present a proposal. 

"From our standpoi nt, th is 
needed to be resolved three 
months ago," Hyder said. He said 
that if an agreement was not 
reached before the school year 
ended, the company would have 
to presume the bulk sUbscription 
arra nge ment was dead and begin 
making the necessary cuts in the 
publication budgets. He said plans 
to publish The Daily Campus 
duri ng t he school ' s first summer 
term were scrapped but publishing 
duri ng the second summer term 
was a possi bility. 

Student body president Scott 
Gray said the con tract was not 
renewed in order to review it on 
financial grounds. He said the 
bulk su bscription issue and the 
threat of prior review were unre
lated and coincidentally dragged 
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i nto the public arena together. 
" I  think it's unfortunate for 

both panies that we didn't talk 
about what was happening ahead 
of t ime,"  he sa id . "[Caswell] knew 
I was upset about the negotiations 
[over printing services with the 
Student M edia Co.)  and I knew he 
was upset about the yearbook pic-
ture, but we never talked about :it 
until they showed up on the front 
page of the paper. "  

To add to the fi nancial pressur
es facing the student publications 
the university began charging the 
media company for the use of 
campus space. 

Before moving into tbe school's 
Dew student center three years 
ago, the media company received 
free space i n  another campus 
bui lding whose construction it had 
financially supported. Hyder said 
they gave up the space �lh the 
understanding that they would be 
charged a nominal rent in the new 

�f! 
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space. However, Hyder said soon 
after the move, SMU began expe
rienci ng severe financial problems 
and the newspaper became more 
aggressive in its coverage of the 
problems. 

Hyder said the multiple threats 
against the student publications 
reflect the university's attitude of 
pla ing l i t l lt: value on a free stu· 
dent press. 

"The sentiment [of some ad· 
ministrators) is 'if [student publi
cat ion 1 want to be independent, 
lei th om pay for it,' .. Hyder said. 

"There's the perception that the 
student publications are not as 
sensitive to the i mage of the uni
versity as they should be, that 
they aren't good team players," he 
said. He and others involved re
gret that this perception has 
prompted many to ignore the fact 
t hat the media company is pro
duc ing qual i ty student journa
lism . •  
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Dean seizes paper to protect school's image 
while 200 prospective students visit campus 

NEW J ERSEY -A u niversity official apologized to 
students in March for confiscating The Vector stu
dent newspaper at the New Jersey Institute of Tech� 
nology. but the damage had already been done. 

William Anderson, dean of enrollment planning, 
seized The Vector's February 1 7  issue after staff 
members ran a front page headline, "Graduate 
student gets mugged" with a story about a campus 
robbery. 

A week earlier, The Vector's front headlines read 
" Body found in boiler room." The story was about a 
man fou nd dead, apparently from an overdose of 
drugs, in the basement of a campus building. 

The Vector 's editor Mark Budzyn said the admin
i stration panicked when they saw the beadlines. 

"1 was on campus (two days later) and noticed the 
papers were missing from the bins," he said. "I went 
to the admissions office and made a big stink so they 
eventually brought a bundle [of papers) down." 

During the same weekend, a crowd of nearly 200 
high school seniors and their parents attended 
NJIT's open house and brunch, a n  annual event to 
attract prospective students. The studen ts were a 
representative sample of "distinguished scholars" 
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from New Jersey high schools. The students were 
designated based on their Scholastic Aptitude Test 
scores. 

After Budzyn met with the dean a day later, TM 
Vector reported that by confiscating the papers, 
Anderson wanted to avoid "inducing anxiety or 
concern among the students and their parents." 

Anderson reportedly said it was the goal of the 
administration to present the campus in the "most 
favorable light possible. " 

Anderson refused to comment on the situation . 
After the confrontation Budzyn and maNlging 

editor Sarah Rees posted signs on the newspaper 
stands which read, "These school newspaper bins 
were emptied by the admissions department so you 
cannot see what realIy goes on." 

The editor said the articles were written to alert 
students about walking campus grounds at night. 

"This is important news," he said. "People heard 
rumors about the muggings and [campus) security 
tried to keep it quiet . There were a rash of muggings 
in the area and they weren't publicized. We need to 
let students know so they can be more cautious 
around campus." 

A few hours after the visiting students left campus., 
the missing papers were returned to their bins. 

Disagreeing with Anderson's move, Budzyn said 
the situation should have been handled differently. 

"(Anderson] should have approached us before he 
took the papers and we might have worked some
thing out," Budzyn said. "Actually the Dean's move 
was [admissible] under our old publication policy. 
But he violated the spirit of the pol icy." 

The old policy, written in the early 1 9608, says, 
"The editor accepts the responsibility for the paper 
and its contents. In no case can a lepresentative of 
the University, whether a board or faculty member. -
have the implied or the expressed power of ,.. i · 
censorship." f . 

In March, University president Saul Feolter, TIw ! , .  
Vector's faculty adviser Henry Weinfield and � . . 
signed a new policy similar to former· version, tibt _ .'t'r 
without the word "prior" before ceoso-rsb.ip. 

�'" 
Budzyn said if the situation presented itself be 

would print the stories on the front page again. 
"I t's our duty to report to students what's happen

ing on campus," he said. "We're not a public 
relations publication. Students need to know what's 
going on." -" 

Members of The Vector staff f.!Quested an aiw>fogy 
from Anderson after the incident. Anderson com
plied with a note saying he would not taJce this type 
of action again . •  
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Story on sex survey will run 
INDIANA - A sexual survey dis
tributed to students at Eastbrook 
High School unearthed censorship 
fears in the hearts of budd ing 
journalists when a member of the 
school board set ou t to stop the 
survey and the resulting news sto
ry to be published in the 1 989 
yearbook. 

After reading an article pri nted 
i n  USA Weekend, a national mag
azine insert fo r the Su nday Mari
on Chronicle- Tribune. Eastbrook 
yearbook reporters decided to 
compare the sexual attitudes and 
standards of students at Eastbrook 
with nati onal high schoo l statistics 
published in the Chronicle 's week
ly i n sert. 

Doris Kjrk pa trick , yearbook re
porter fo r The Torch, gathered 
in formation fo r the article using a 

sexual attitudes survey distributed 
randomly to Eastbrook students. 

\ 
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The su rvey addressed sexual top
ics relating to teen-age pregnancy 
with questions such as, "If a cou
ple has been going together long 
enough, is it OK for them to have 
sex?" and "If you were un married 
and pregna nt, would you consider 
an abortion?" 

After reviewing the school su r
vey, school board member J im 
Hayes dema nded the survey be 
"stopped." 

' 'I'm opposed to a sex survey 
goi ng into a school ann ua l  without 
seeing it fi rst and knowing the 
facts," Hayes said. 

"The princi pal of the school 
should have the respon sib i lity for 
reviewing what is published," 
Hayes said. "It comes down to 
common sense and judgement. I 
think two head s are better than 
one to come up with a decision to 
print something or no t. " 

Faculty adviser for the year
book George Dicken said Hayes 
believes in censoring without 
m uddying his own hands. 

High school pri ncipal , Don 
Deemer, responded to the incident 
in  a December memo to the 
school newspaper, The Panther 
Beal, 

"If the result of the survey can 

be termed accurate . . .  and if i t  
has meri t in assisting our commu
n ilY to understand [the J . . , teen
age pregnancy problem . . .  my 
suggestion is that an article be 
published in the school newspaper 
rather than the school yearbook. 
My rationale is that the lopic 
would be han dled as a news 
item . . .  as opposed to a chron icle 
recordi ng s uccessful studen t 
school achievements during a 
given school year, which is the 
mission of a yearbook . [This] de
cision would also end the righ t
eous cry of censorsh ip and the 
feeling that valuable news is being 
su ppressed. " 

The principal received a copy of 
the final article before i t  was print
ed and approved its content. 

After speculating tha t the sur-

vey might intrude on student 
rights LO privacy, Hayes said he 
did not have a problem with the 
q uestions, but expressed concern 
for the confidentiality of the sur
vey procedure. Students were 
asked to com plete tbe question
naires anon ymously, but Hayes 
said it wou ld not be difficult for 
other students to recognize un

identified students quoted in the 
story. 

Senior student representative 
on the school board and yearbook 
SLaff member Matt Bennett said 
stude n ts were asked to fill out the 
q u e s t i o n n a i res a n o n y m o usly. 
Those surveys returned with 
names on them were not included 
in the research a nd discarded. 

"(The surveys] should have 
been handled in a more private 
manner, l ike pu tting them in a 
confidential envelope fo r distribu
tion with some kind of box to 
return them in instead of passing 
them hand to hand where anyone 
can read them," Hayes said. 
"They say they throw away the 
signed ones, but that's not going 
to stop an yone from pulling them 
out of the trash and reading 
them." 

Kirkpatrick said the yearbook 
conducts surveys the same way 
each year and di d not handle the 
sex survey d ifferently because stu
dents did not consider its content 
"out of the ordinary." 

"Unfo rtunately, the survey 
shocked Mr. Hayes," she said. 
" But he is not arou nd school and 
doesn't have to face [sexual top
ics] everyday like we do. As far as 
[the yearbook staff is] concerned it  
was confidential ." 

Tn bringing to light the issue of 
Eastbrook's student pregnancy 
rate, students hope to reach an 

ex panded audience by using tbe 
yearbook as an educational tool. 
But school board member Hayes 
d oesn' t  agree with the method . 

" We sho uld provide the educa
t ional resources to add ress this 

continued on page 2J 
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Adviser kills cockroach stoty, 
senior newspaper staff revolts 
WASHINGTON. D.C.-The final straw in an ong
oing duel, a newspaper adviser at St. Albans School 
in Northwest Washington exterminated a cafeteria 
roach story from the student newspaper. 

Wallace Ragan, newspaper adviser of The St. 
Albans News, censored an article in February when 
the paper prepared to run a story about a small 
visitor who joined Benjamin Quayle, son of Vice 
President Quayle, for lunch in a plate of chicken 
nuggets during lunch in the school cafeteria. The 
visitor was a roach. 

Biard MacGuineas, editor of The St. Albans News 
said his adviser suggested they describe the roach as 
a " foreign substance." Instead, the staff used the 
term "cucaracha," a Spanish word meaning cock
roach. 

r 

Headmaster Mark Mullin said the article was not 
fit to print at St. Albans, a prestigious private school 
next to the Washington Cathedral, and the story was 
censored. In the past, Mullin had blocked stories on 
school vandalism and parent complaints regarding 
math instruction, students said. 

As a result of the incident, Mullin established a 
publication board for prior review of The News. 
After this, the entire senior News staff resigned, 
leaving the paper to juniors who did not join in the 
revolt. 

Mullin defended his actions as a "quest for good 
taste and sensitivity." Rather than calling the action 
"censorship," he said he made the restrictions ho� 
ing to set higher standards for tbe paper. Focusing 
his concerns more on reporting "within the stan
danis of decency" he said he was not restricting 
agressi ve reporting. 

Following the censorship. MacGuineas and other 
former News staff members unveiled a rebel paper at 
Sl Albans called The Independent. 

Mullin said he will not ban the paper, but Indepen
dent staff members will not be allowed to use St. 
Albans equipment. 

MacGuineas said he plans to use personal comput
ers and a laser printer to assemble The Independent. 

MacGuineas said the school was more interested 
in "engineering its reputation" instead of admitting 
to problems that needed to be resolved. 

The editor plans to contribute $800 of his personal 
savings for the The Independent overhead and circu
lation . •  

cOnJinue(/ from page 22 

problem , not run something like 
this in the school annual," Hayes 
said. "A survey would be more 
appropriate in a periodical if it is 
to help people, not in a yearbook. 
Why don't they publish the story 
in the newspaper? I would think it 
would reach more people that 
way." 

Hayes' complaint prompted 
Scb.ool Board officials to review 
current high school publication 
policies. School administrators 
would like to revise the guideines 
and include a prior review com· 
mittee for student publications. 

The Board submitted a six
point position statement to the 
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administrators in which one point 
directed school officials Uto devel
op a proposed policy alternative 
to open forum publications for 
consideration by the Board no 
later than June 1 989." 

"I have always maintained an 
open-<loor policy with [the admin
istrators1." Dicken said "They are 
welcome to come in anytime and 
make suggestions or just come see 
what we are doing. But they have 
to understand these are only sug
gestions." 

Eastbrook principal Don Deem
er has visited the newsroom twice 
since the survey incident, an
nouncing each time that he was 
not there to censor. Deemer ap
peared amiable, mOOng a few 

suggestions for the paper during 
each visit, Dicken said. 

To date, a rough draft of the 
article based on the student's sex 
survey has been submitted to 
Deemer and approved for publjca� 
tion. 

According to Dicken, the article 
will appear in the September 1 989 
edition of The Torch. Board mem
bers hope to develop new policy 
guidelines by June. Revised poli
cies should not effect the pUblica
tion of the article, Dicken said. 

"I might be transferred to a 
different position by that time, but 
my two new editors will be ap
pointed by then and they'll push 
for the yearbook whether I'm 
there or not," Dicken said . •  
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y Olq reporters dtallqe city police deparbnent in attempt 
to expose violations of student constitutional � at parties 
OHIO - Staff members of the 
Upper Arlington High school 
newspaper confronted the issue of 
journalism ethics after staging a 
party to gain information for a 
story i n  the Nov. 2 1  edition ofthe 
Arlingtonian. 

Preparation for the article "Po
lice versus Parties," began after 
several students reported that po
lice had illegally entered their 
homes to break up parties sus
pected of i n volving drug or alco
hol use. 

"We had 1 4  complaints of po
lice entering parties without prob-

perm ission they were violating 
search and seizure protections in 
the Fourth Amendment to the 
U.S.  Constitution. 

Police officers allegedly re
sponded to the reporters with ver
bal abuse, saying they could do 
"whatever they wanted." After 
finding no evidence of substance 
abuse, officers i ssued several park
i ng ti ckets to party-goers "appar
ently out of malice," Kister said. 

The city attorney's i n vestiga
tion of the incident showed the 
officers foll owed " proper proce
dure, consi stent with the law." 

We had 14 complaints of po/ice entering parties without probable 
cause, hut when we went to the police with our information, they 
dec/inetl to comment. We wanted to give the police the benefit of the 
douht, so we heltl a non·a/coho/ic party to see what they woultl do. 

able cause, but when we went to 
the police with our informati on, 
they decli ned to comment and 
refused to show us their files," 
;aid Chad Kister, in-depth editor 
)f the paper and author of the 
lrticle. "We wanted to give the 
miice the benefit of the doubt, so 
�e held a non-alcoholic party to 
;ee what they would do." 

On Nov. I I , Upper Arli ngton 
)olice officers responded to a call
:r's complaint of the loud party. 
me policemen approached the 
ront steps of the house belongi ng 
o an Arlingtonian photographer 
vhose parents were not home. 
:ailing to knock, the police en
ered the party without permis
ion, said Kister. 

Reporters at the party, immed i
tely identified themselves to pre
ent any "mi srepresentation," 
len told the police officers that 
y entering the house without 
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Cbad Kister 
reporter 

Accordi ng to Ohio guideli nes, 
officers may enter a residence 
without knocking when there is a 
possibi lity that evidence of crimi
nal activity, such as alcohol or 
drugs, may be destroyed prior to 
the officer's adm ittance. 

But Upper Arli ngton Attorney 
Vincent DesPasca le pointed out 
that "no law req uires a citizen to 
allow police officers to enter their 
home unless such officer possesses 
and presents a warrant signed by a 
j udge, or there is a crime of vio
lence in progress, wh ich will result 
in serious injury or death." 

He also said Ohio law has no 
provision preventing a private cit
izen from establishing a scenario 
wh ich provides the police with the 
opportunity to act pro fessionally 
or to violate the citizen's statutory 
and constitutional rights. 

"There is no excuse sufficient 
for the police to violate a citizen's 

rights. We had a conflict over such 
actions around 1776," DePascale 
said. 

Upper Arlington Police Chief 
Thomas Kulp said his officers, 
Sgt. Michael Brining and officer 
James Hamilton, entered the 
"opened storm door" to the home 
after seeing party members carry
i ng "plastic cups of amber liquid" 
around inside. The liquid was 
discovered to be ginger ale. 

After the event, Ohio State law 
professor Stan Laughlin told the 
Arlingtonian that the "plain view 
doctrine" comes into effect if, in 
the process of investigating a par
ty, an officer can see illegal sub
stances or actions inside the 
home. In that case it is legal to 
enter. 

However, according to a 1 987 
A rlington Police Department 
memorandum on juvenile parties, 
the "plain view doctrine" occurs 
when "the police have made a 
lawful intrusion into the home 
and inadvertantIy discovered in

crimi nating evidence." Also, "In 
order for evidence to be seized 
under the plain view doctrine, the 
police must show the initial in
trusion was lawful, the discovery 
of evidence was inadvertent or the 
incriminating nature of the evi
dence was im mediately apparent 
to authorities." 

Claiming the event was a set 
up, Kulp said the police depart
ment was in the process of crack
ing down on teen-age drug and 
alcohol use in the city. 

"The whole intent of the party 
was to lead us into that house," 
Kulp said. "The whole thing was a 
ruse and they did a good job. 
We've had no other complaint of 
officers acting inappropriately 
since we've started proactively 
pursuing parties." 

Kulp's records show officers 
responded to 23 disturbance calls 

continued on paxe 25 
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continued/rom page 24 
in 1 987, dropping to eight calls in 
1 988. 

"In my opinion, these statistics 
show we are making a statement 
that our city will not be a haven 
where kids can drink and do 
drugs. We don't want the city to 
be known for that," he said. 

Kister said the reporters felt 
students needed to let people 
know what police were doing. 
Figuring the public would ignore a 
student report to the local newspa
per, Arlingtonian staffers reported 
the story themselves. 

"The ethics involved [in staging 
the party] might be questionable, 
but it was our duty to report the 
story," Kister said. "No one else 
was going to [cover the story] and 
who is going to believe a bunch of 
teenagers anyway? 

Sarah Ortman, j ournalism 
teacher and faculty adviser of the 
Arlinglonian, said the aftermath of 
the incident has had a chilling 
effect on the school newspaper. 

"The principal would like us to 
review the [school's) editorial poli
cy and amend the policy to in
clude prohibition of 'unethical' 
reporting, especially stories report
ing legal activity, or reporting that 
would cause potential harm to 
students," Ortman said. "I'm 
afraid they want me to be a cen
sor. " 

A clause in the Upper Arlington Both sides involved in the case 
student handbook states, "The say it has been an "educational 
editor and co-editors of the school experience." 
newspaper shall be responsible for "You can't discount everything 
the review of final copy under that comes out of the pen," Ort-
direction and control of the fac- man said. "This [controversy) was 
ulty adviser." an etTective method [of reporting 

"I don't have a problem putting the story], but it's not how we 
in a policy on reporting legally should teach students to report. It 
and ethically, but I have a prob- puts too much focus on the 
lem with censoring," she said, "I  press." 
would think I have good enough The case was resolved in Jan-
rapport with my students [that] uary upon completion of the inter-
they would listen to me and fol- nal investigation into police 
low my suggestions." procedure and the criminal inves-

Police officers in the Arlington tigation of the reporters actions. 
District have since been instructed Lacking evidence for the case, 
to avoid contact with Chad Kister, Kulp said the UAPD does not 
according to Upper Arlington Po- plan to legally pursue the incident. 
lice Chief Tom Kulp. 

"} don't agree with what he did The incident seems to have had 

[staging the party] and I explained a lasting etTect on the Up�r Ar-
this in two letters I wrote to Mr. lington community. Kister said he 

Kister in response to his com- believes the story has made a 

plaints of the incident," Kulp said. difference in police response to 

The official complaints were for parties. 

verbal abuse and violation of stu- "We've been actively following 
dents' Fourth Amendment rights. the reports and find that no par-
Kister fi led these with the UAPD. ties have been broken up si nce our 

Continuing to work with other party in Novem ber. That seems 
Arlingtonian reporters, Kulp said like dramatic data com pared to 
he hopes the incident has not one [party broken up] every two 
damaged the relationship between weeks to a month," he said.  "It's 
the police and the student paper. been three '11onths now, and there 

"I  don't think the [Arlingtoni- have been a I(lt of parties. I just 
an] should sutTer for one reporter hope the students won't have hat-
being a little over eager to get a red for the police i n  the future for 
story , "  Kulp said. trampling on our righ ts." • 

--------------------- ----------------------------
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Libel fears prompt student fires 
MONTANA-An editorial criticizing a n  unnamed 
teacher at Missoula Sentinel High School went up in 
flames when staff and faculty adviser of the school 
newspaper decided to destroy the resulting copies. 

Dave Severson, adviser of the Konab newspaper, 
said it was an "i nternal matter" where the students 
were afraid they were too close to libeling a teacher. 
Staff members voted to bum the papers fearing legal 
repercussions from the incident. 

"According to school policy, students, by majority 
vote, must make the decision," Severson said. "The 
vote was deadlocked in a 6-6 tie, so I broke the tie in 
fa vor of burning them, "  

Severson sai d  the editorial made false accusations 
against a teacher who apparently disciplined the 
student editor for unormal classroom behavior." 

Students made the decision to destroy the issues 
after final copy had been returned from the printer. 

"By then it was too late and I realized that the girl 
who wrote [the article] was close to overstepping the 
boundary of libel and simply out to satisfY a personal 
vendetta," he said. 

Author of the article and editor of the Konab Julie 
Campagna thought the incident was "blown way out 
of proportion." She did not see the editorial as 
libelous and had it been her decision, she would have 
allowed the papers to be distributed. 

"(The article] might have caused a few problems, 
but r didn't use his real name and I made his identity 
vague. 1 wasn 't saying his skil ls  were awful or that he 
was a bad teacher," she sa id, "It was just my opinion 
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that he was condescending to students." 
After the staff voted to destroy the publication, 

Seve rson took the papers to his home where he 
burned them befo re anyone read the editorial. 

"It appears that I censored (the students], but this 
was not censorsrup," he said. "It was a difficult 
situation, but I think my students han dled it respon
sibly." 

If the incident were to repeat itself, Severson said 
he would destroy the papers again . 

"Next time I might not burn them, but I would 
definitel y  destroy them again," he said. "This isn't 
any type of Hazelwood case, wruch I was very 
opposed to. rf J was ever in a si tuation were I was 
forced t o  censor, I think I would quit." 

Campagna has since pulled her editorial column 
from the school newspaper. She said she stopped 
writing the column because "all of a sudden every
one made it seem bad." 

"Every time I said someth i ng that criticized the 
school or school policies, a teacher or someone 
would come talk to me about it," she said. "A 
colu m n  is supposed to be critical, but teachers don't 
want dire(t attacks on the school, they j ust want to 
read nice articles on [noncon troversial } subje(ts. " 

The smoke has now blown over. but the unity o f  
t h e  Konah newspaper staff has been disrupted, 
Campagna said. 

" So many of the students were split on the issue, 
but eventually we worked it all out." she �aid . •  
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Students win battle for NCAA report 
MINNESOTA-The Minnesota 
Court of Appeals has ordered Uni
versity of Minnesota officials to 
release the results of ao internal 
i nvestigation into apparent viola
tions of National Collegiate Ath
letic Association regulations. 

In January, The Minnesota Dai
ly filed a lawsuit to obtain the 
report, which focuses on tbe Uni
versity of Minnesota meo's athlet
ic program, after the university 
refused to publicly release the 
results to the student newspaper. 

University officials claimed the 
report was private and exempt 
from disclosure because it con
tained information gathered in the 
process of the investigation. 

The comprehensive report, re
leased in February, says the uni
versity violated numerous NCAA 
regulations over the past nine 
years. The product of an 1 8-
mo nth investigation by the uni
versity, the 900-page report details 
infracti ons iovolving the men's 
basketball and football programs 
at the University of Minnesota. 

The three-j udge appeals panel 
followed District Court Judge 
John Borg's decision allowing uni
versity officials to delete the 
names and distinguishing titles of 
indiv iduals on the document as 
part of the release order. 

Borg said in his ruling that if 
the university had conducted the 
in vestigation for legal action the 
report would have been confiden
tial. Instead, the information was 
collected at NCAA's recommenda
tion to aid the investigation. 

According to court documents, 
the uni versity athletic department 
came under "intense scrutiny" in 
1 986 when three members of the 
men's basketball team were 
charged with and acquitted of 
raping a woman following a Uni 
versity basketball game in Mad
ison, Wis. The incident led to 
reports of "Questionable activ
i ties" within the University'S bas
ket ball program. 
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After the Madison incident the 
basketball team fell to pieces. The 
three players were discharged 
from the team and left school, 
several other team players were 
removed from the team for disci
plinary offenses and coach Jim 
Dutcher resigned from his posi
tion. 

Under orders taken from the 
NCAA, the regularing and super
vising body of intercollegiate ath-

HDpefully the ullirtml! Jus ltanJetI , 
JUl(JIJ from Illn IDfl will H more ,.1J 
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letic competition, the university 
d irected a task force to conduct a 
com prehensive in-bouse review of 
the men's basketball and football 
programs. 

Court documents said the re
port is "expected to form the basis 
for possible sanctions to be taken 
by tbe NCAA Committee on In
fractions." 

The Daily printed p<lrtlons of 
the report in a February issue 
where students responded to the 
controversy. Editor-in�hief of The 
Daily John Engen said the court 
ruling is important to the public 
as well as the student newspaper. 

"Hopefully the university has 
learned a lesson from this and will 
be more open when conducting 
future busi ness ," he said . •  
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University officia ls must release security reports to student press 

TENN ESSEE-Censorship of 
campus security reports intended 
for release to student reporters 
was blocked i n  January after the 
State Board of Regents forced 
officials from Memphis State U ni
versity to adhere to the state pub
lic records law. 

In August 1 988, the MSU Po
lice Department began blotting
out the names of students on 
incident reports before releasing 
the records to The Daily 
Helmsman. This action came 
about after Katberyn Hookanson, 
legal counsel for the university, 
advised M S U  administrators that 
the release of i ncident reports in
volving students was prohibited 
by the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.c. sec. 
1 2 32g. 

This federal law, often referred 
to as the Buckley Amendment, 
allows the U.S. Department of 
Education to take away federal 
funding from institutions that re
veal student education records 
such as grades and medical or 
financial information. 

The Tennessee Board of Re
gents overruled Hookanson saying 
the Buckley Amendment did not 
apply in this case. 
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Terry Hollahan, ma naging edi
tor of The Daily Helmsman, said 
MSU president Thomas Carpenter 
told him statements made on the 
security reports could be "defama
tory" and if published, the news
paper could be held liable. But 
Hollahan believed a story printed 
in The Helmsman last spring 
sparked the censorship action. 

The article reported a student's 
clai m that she was raped by four 
MSU athletes in the athletic dor
mitory. The names of the four 
men, obtained from security re
ports, were published i n  The 
Helmsman although the woman 
did not bring charges agai nst the 
athletes. 

"I t h i n k  [a d m i n istra tors ]  
wanted to curb our accessibility to 
the reports to prevent similar inci
dents from being published," Hol
lahan said. "They didn't want this 
i n  the public light. Censoring gives 
them more control over incidents 
like this." 

Hollahan wrote to state legis
lators to "raise a little dust" and 
called the Student Press Law Cen
ter for ad vice in reversing the 
censorship. 

"It's i n  the rights of free press 
to view materials deemed public 

record. To tai nt [the records] i n  
a n y  way, i s  t o  tai nt the press," he 
said. 

Eventually reaching the board 
of regents in November, Hollahan 
told his story to a receptive audi
ence. Siding with the students, the 
board ordered university officials 
to cease censorship of the reports 
saying the Buckley Amendment 
did not apply. 

Legal counsel for the Tennessee 
Board of Regents, Mary Walker, 
said because of Tennessee's exces
sively "broad open records law," 
nearly all records are open to 
public examination, i ncluding the 
school incident reports. According 
to Walker, Hookanson's legal 
analysis of the Buckley Amend
ment was improper. 

"It depends on the nature of the 
case," Walker said. "If it is an 
ongoing or pending criminal in
vestigation, the report is consid
ered confidential." 

MSU students claimed victory 
over the controversy saying the 
incident has brought the adminis
tration to its feet in understanding 
First Amendment rights. 

"I think the administration real
izes that we have rightful access to 
these documents, however poten
tially damaging [to the school's 
image the documents may be]. 
The press has the righ t to make 
that decision [to publish]," Holla
han said. 

MSU students are now allowed 
to see the campus security docu
ments in their entirety. 

Hollahan said he is still con
cerned about the uni versity'S con
trol of the records. 

"They still have an ace in the 
hole," said Hollahan. "They can 
still delay the dissemination of 
information by holding back doc.
uments marked 'ongoing i nvesti
gation .'  We aren't allowed to see 
those reports. The officials have to 
understa nd, you can't just tie [the 
media's] hands behind their back 
[beca use you think] they will 
make a mistake." • 
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Kansas investigators scare photo editor hoping to get film 
KANSAS-A studen t photojour
nalist claims investigating officers 
from the Kansas Bureau of Inves
tigation and the Highland Com
munity College Police Department 
"threatened to sue her" after she 
refused to hand over a roll of film 
she shot at the scene of a fire. 

Victims of a college prank, sev
eral students from HigbJand Com
munity CoLLege found themselves 
trapped inside a mid-January 
blaze that destroyed part of the 
Hampton apartment complex near 
the college. Residents doused the 
flames with fire extinguishers and 
no one was hurt. 

The fire started when several 
college students tried to ignite a 
cushioned armchair as a practical 
joke. After pu lling the chair closer 
to the apartment building where it 
would be blocked from wrupping 
winds, the prank-attempt proved 
futile and the students gave up. 
They abandoned the smouldering 
chair next to the brick building 
where it eventually sparked into 
flames. The flames traveled along 
the side of the building, burning a 
hole through the corner of one 
living unit. 

Sonya Sperman, photography 
editor for the Highland Commu
nity College newspaper, The High
lander, and resident of the dorm
like complex, saw the smoke . bor
rowed a neighbor's camera and 
shot pictures of the raging fire. 
Her quick action brought The 
Highlander exclusive photo cover
age of the incident. 

Agent Duane Robert from the 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation 
and campus Police Chief Mike 
Ingwerson were called to the scene 
after students extinguished the 
flames. The officers were forced to 
rely on witnesses' reports for fac
tual information after the majority 
of evidence was cleared away be
fore they arrived, Robert said. 

With knowledge of the film, the 
investigators confronted Sperman 
at her apartment two days later. 

Sperman said the officers saw 
the camera in her apartment dur-
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ing the interview and suggested 
she hand the mm over to the KBI 
for investigation. 

The photographer had given 
the roll of film to her newspaper 
adviser, Esther Gonnley, for pr<r 
cessing the day before. Sperman 
said she explained this to the 
investigators who refused to be
lieve her. In a final attempt to 
obtain the film, Sperman said the 
meo "deliberately used scare-ta(}
tics" when concluding the inter
view. 

She said KBI agent Robert told 
her if she did not hand over the 
film. she or the newspaper could 
be "taken to court" for printing 
privileged information. 

"I told them they could call Ms. 
Gorm ley about [the film], but they 
never did," Sperman said. "If I 
would have had the film at the 
time I would have handed it over 
to (the officers). but I wasn't real 
familiar with my rights as a pho
tographer or a journalist. I thought 
they could really throw me in jail 
or something if I didn't give them 
the film. I was scared and intim
idated by their questioning." 

Oaiming they had no intention 
of intimidating the photographer, 
agent Robert and Chief lngwerson 
both said Sperman fabricated her 
side of the story. Robert said 

neither he nor Ingwerson made 
threats toward tbe photographer 
during the confrontation.  

"As an investigator I can ask 
for anything I want, "  Robert said. 
"If [the person refuses} I have to 
have a court order. There was no 
big problem as far as we are 
concerned. I asked the girl for 
copies of the pictures or the film. 
It was a simple request. I think 
[Spennan) was just scared. As far 
as I've been able to gleen, this 
problem is based on misunder
standing." 

Robert said he figured Sperman 
made up the story after seeing a 
similar incident on television. 

Chief Ingwerson said he 
thought Sperma n's accusation 
were «lUdicrous." 

"We did an easy going investi
gation because students are easily 
riled up here, but [the students] 
were trying to get a controversial 
story for the paper and win some 
kind of [journalism) award," he 
said. "What they ended up print
ing was a loose report of what 
actually took place." 

During the phone in terview, 
Ingwerson could not remember 
any specific examples of false in
fonnation included in the High
lander'S story about the incident. 

continued on page .10 
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continued from page 19 
Co-editor�in-chief of the High

lander Hope Swartz responded to 
the allegation saying the reporters 
covered the incident "accurately 
and fairly." 

"We heard no complaints from 
any reader or anyone on campus 
about problems," she said. "We 
did receive compliments on the 
stories from people on and off 
campus and the faculty supponed 
us. But we never heard from lng
werson or the KBI after the stories 
ran." 

KBI officials eventually re
ceived copies of the pictures from 
the Highland Community College 
Dean of Affairs . •  
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Police seize students' film 
from double murder scene 
CALIFORNIA-8an Jose police 
officers confiscated video-tape 
footage of a police shoot-out from 
two Santa Clara University stu
dents who, while filming a story, 
witnessed a tragedy. 

While taping a documentary on 
the home less in January, Ellen 
Ankuda and Christen Murphy 
kept their camera rolling as they 
watched the fatal shooting of two 
police officers and a gunman in 
the parking lot of Winchell's D0-
nut shop. 

The student reporters were on 
assignment for a class project, 
taping a story on local transients 
and their experiences with police. 
During the ftlmed interviews, the 
spray of gunfire unexpectedly 
erupted in the parking lot 

San Jose police officers seized 
the student videa as evidence in 
the killing of Gene Simpson and 
Dale Connors, the policemen slain 
in the incident. Although the tape 
does not show the deaths, it shows 
one of the officers darting among 
parked cars during cross-fire. 

Without the permission of the 
students or SCU, the police de
partment released the tape to the 
Law Enforcement Training and 
Informato n Network, a commer
cial train ing tape company in St. 
Louis and several local television 
stations. 

From the student's brief foot
age, the network produced a video 
on handgun survival techniques 
and distributed the training tape 
to nearly 300 police departments 
across the country. The �minute 
film shows officers how to detect 
and deter suspects who might 
seize their guns. 

J ohn McManus, director of the 
seu journalism department ob
jected to the use of the tape and 
said the students were afraid that 
confidentiality promised to the 
homeless would be violated with 
the video's release. McManus said 
the subjects of the documentary 
were promised anonymity in free
ly discussing their experiences 
with police mistreatment. 

Lt. Dan Bullock., head of the 
police training unit said they re� 
spected the confidentiality and 
segments of the homeless were not 
copied. Credit at the end of the 
film, original ly attributed to the 
police, will now be attributed to 
the university. 

In February, police returned the 
original video to SCU officials 
along with a list of those who had 
reeei ved the tapes. 

SCU sent letters to the sub
scribers informing them of the 
fi l m's copyright protection with 
instructions not to use the tape 
without permission from the uni
versity, said Rev. Tom Shanks, 
chairman of the university's com
munications department. 

Shanks said seu does not plan 
to take legal action against the 
police or the video producer. In
stead, the communications depart
m ent and the police will conduct a 
seminar for journalism students 
and police officers to establish 
guidel ines for obtaining copies of 
tapes in the future. 

As a result of the incident jour
nalism students this fall wil1 be 
required to attend a discussion on 
reporters' rights before taking a 
camera out on the streets . •  
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Adviser fights officials on free press grounds 
CALIFORNIA - While the bat
tle for First Amendment rights 
surges on, the ousted newspaper 
adviser at California Stale Univer
sity, Los Angeles is making a 
stand fighting for student press 
rights. 

Joan Zyda flied suit in March 
in U.S. district court, claiming 
university officials unlawfully ter
minated her in April 1988. Zyda is 
also charging the school with vio
lation of her rights as publisher 
and advocate for student free 
press rights. 

The award-winning CSLA stu
dent newspaper, the University 
Times. was recognized for exoel
lence in collegiate journalism after 
investigative reporters covered the 
October 1987 earthquake which 
resulted in the death of one stu
dent and caused nearly $22 mil
lion in damages on the CSLA 
campus. Zyda was publisher of the 
paper at the time. 

The Times exposed several baq 
ardous health and safety sites on 
campus after the quake and pub
lished a series of editorials criticiz
ing Univeristy President James 
Rosser and his aides for impeding 
campus news gathering. 

Peggy Taormina, former editor
in-<!bief of the Times, said the 
newspaper's coverage of the qualce 
implied university negligence in 
allowing unsafe conditions to exist 
on campus. 

The victim of the earthquake 
was killed by a collapsing slab of 
concrete that feU from the upper 
level of a parking structure. The 
family of the student filed a $10 
million wrongful death lawsuit 
againt CSLA, soon after the Times 
covered the story. 

Taormina said the university is 
blaming the newspaper for the 
lawsuit. 

The Times reported a similar 
incident that occurred in 1976 
when another cement block: feU 
from the same building. Universi
ty maintenance did not secure the 
concrete slabs until after the stu-
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dent's death 11 years later, 
Zyda, a fonner reporter for the 

Denver Post. Los Angeles Herald 
Examiner and Chicago Tribune. 
prided herself in inspiring aggres
sive in«ptb reporting techniques 
among student reporterS, but feels 
this contributed to her tiring. 

"The school thought we were 
being too negative in the earth
quake coverage and ultimately 
discouraged investigative report
ing," Zyda said. ·'[AdministratOB1 
tried to make changes in a short 
span of time," 

Keith Hennig. Chairman of the 
Communication Department, to 
whom Zyda reported, said the 
dismissal was considered to be in 
the best interest of the university. 

Zyda began working as a pert
time visiting journalism professor 
at CSLA in 1984. After multiple 
req uests from CSLA to return, 
Zyda was hired to serve as pub
lisher for the University Timt!s in 
1987. Six months later, one month 
after the wrongful death lawsuit 
was filed, she was given the "blunt 
brush" and asked to leave before 

the end of her one year contract. 
"I don't ever want to forget it," 

Zyda said. "What [administrators] 
did to me and the paper was 
hateful and I'm taking steps 
against them." 

Amazed at the improvements 
Zyda made in the paper, Taormi· 
na thought the publisher's termi
nation was a mistake. 

"Joan was fantastic. After seven 
years the paper hadn't won any 
awards," Taonnina said. "In the 
short time Joan was there, we won 
seven statewide awards and two 
regional awards." 

Fonner student editor Keith 
Jordan said the publisher 
"brought a lot of expertise to a 
paper that hadn't been there for 
years." 

''The paper wasn't the same 
before she was there and hasn' t 
been the same since." Jordan said. 
"She was the driving force behind 
the Times for the brief amount of 
time she was here." 

When asked to speculate on 
reasons for Zyda's tenninati on, 

colltinued on page 32 

SPLC Report 31 



I� ___ �����_E ____ �------------------------------

$1  milJion stink floats to court of appeaJs after dismissa1 
CALIFORNIA-Court officiaJs dismissed a $ 1  
million libel suit in January for lack o f  substan
tial evidence needed to proceed with the case. 

were not actionable because they were based on 
opinion, Dot fact, and the case was dismissed. 

The $ 1  million con troversy over a detonated 
smoke bomb in a high school classroom was 
scheduled to drift to the California Court of 
Appeals this spring. 

Rita Rowland, Moyer's attorney, said she 
and her client will take the case to the Califor
nia Court of Appeals. • 

The claim is the result of a story covered in  
the Foothill High School newspaper Inflight. 
The article quoted two anonymous students 
who exploded a smoke bomb in teacher Larry 
Moyer's classroom in March 1 988. One of the 
students quoted made derogatory remarks 
about M oyer's teaching ability, saying he was a 
"babbler" and "the worst teacher at FHS." 

Moyer, a business and math teacher at the 
school, filed an official claim in May 1 988, 
which said the story was "fal se and libelous," 
and that he suffered "harm to his professional 
reputation" as well as "humiliation, mental 
anguish and mental distress," as a result of the 
published article. 

The case was presented in the Alameda 
County Superior Court in Hayward, where 
Louis Leone, attorney for the Amador Valley 
High School District, filed a motion for dis
m issal in February. The judge ruled the 
statements made about Moyer in the newspaper 

continued froll1 page 3 1  
J ordan said h e  thought the admin
istration did n ot appreciate the 
"seemingly new voice" of the pa
per. 

"The adm inistration was totally 
bent on trying to disparage our 
reporting saying we constantly 
covered negative news," Jordan 
said. " What they were doing was 
i ncredible. We came here to study 
our career objectives and when we 
tri ed to practice what we learned, 
the administration tried to tell us 
how to do our job." 

Jordan said the current newspa· 
per cannot compare to the Times 
he and his reporters knew in 1 987-
88. 

"Under Joan we had more news 
on the fronl page, now you see 
more feature stories on the front 
page," he said. 

Administrators are redefining 
the department of com munica· 
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tions code that formerly identified 
the paper as both a laboratory 
experience and a public forum. 
New guidelines describe the Times 
specifically as a " laboratory expe
rience." The publishers post was 
split into two positions: a publica· 
tion manager and a faculty advis
er. The publication manager 
answers to the adviser, who is 
responsible for prior review of all 
copy, according to Taormina. 

The Te<:ent publication manager 
of the Times, Mark Haefele, un· 
comfortable with the revised situ
ation, said the adm inistration has 
now pushed him " toward the 
rail." Haefele was fired from his 
position at the Times on April 6. 

"When they took Joan's job and 
split it in half, I don't think they 
really thought through the divi
sion of powers," he said a few 
days before his dismissal. "The 
position certainly isn't any easier 

to be in. We're having the same 
problems Joan did." 

Charles Simmons, the newspa
per's adviser, said Haefele was 
fired because he allowed too many 
errors, such as "misspelled head
lines without verbs" to appear in 
the paper. 

Zycia hopes her lawsuit will 
inhibit other school administra
tors from "tampering" with the 
school newspaper. 

Barry Fisher, Zyda's attorney 
said administrators are " distoning 
the view of Journalism and free· 
dom of the press" by exercising 
censorship control over student 
newspapers. 

"Adm inistrators that treat the 
student newspaper as a publ ic 
relations tool and suppress it are 
doing a disservice to this country 
(and the readers of the publica
tions that] students may someday 
write for." • 
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Press coverage of Hazelwood lacking 
By Bobby Hawthorne 

Viewpoint is an occasion'!l s�ries written by those with a special perspective on problems faced by the student 
press: Bobby Hawthorne IS dIrector of/he Interscholastic League Press Conference at the University of Texas at 
Austm. 

On January 13, 1988, the 
United States Supreme Court 
ruled 5-3 in the Hazelwood v. 
Kuhlmeier case that school offi
cials may censor student express
ion that is "inconsistent with its 
[the school's] basic educational 
mission." Although press coverage 
of the decision was extensive, few 
articles attempted to examine 
what Melvin Mencher, dean of the 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism, called "the 
significan t constitutional, political 
and social consequences of the 
ruling." 

In fact, the bulk of the coverage 
portrayed a "kids versus adults" 
theme, quoted experts who won
dered if the decision might not be 
sending out a wrong message and 
then concluded with a shrug-of
the-shoulders in the form of "well 
that's life in the real world." Bu� 
these themes fail to address the 
concerns put forth by Mencher 
and by journalism educators writ
ing in the professional journals. 

Reporters failed to define the 
"basic educational mission of the 
school," did not examine the role 
of journalism in general and of the 
student publication in particular 
in the fulfillment of that mission 
and did not consider the effects 
that censorship might have upon 
the achievement of the mission. 
Finally, the ideological basis of 
censorship - who will censor, in 
what situations and to what end 
- was never discussed. In its 
place were juicy quotes from stu-

How the Press Covered the 
Decis�on: N.ext Day Reporting 
. 

It IS eaSier to cover personali
lies than principles, conflict than 
issues. Thus, it is not surprising 
that the next-<tay coverage of the 
Hazelwood decision was laden 
with sports metaphors and viru
lent exchanges between the oppos
ing parties to the detriment of 
those readers who might have 
enjoyed a reasoned explanation of 
what the decision meant. Because 
the reporting failed to portray the 
decision in an educational or 
philosophical context, the reader 
was left with the impression that 
the whole issue is much ado about 
nothing. So what if a principal 
tells a kid he cannot run a story 
on drugs? 

Generally, the main coverage 
by the commercial press presented 
Justice Byron R. White's majority 
opinion , Justice William Bren
nan's dissent and case background 
and quotes from the respective 
attorneys. Often, the main story 
was accompanied by a sidebar to 
note local reactions. 

News stories about Hazelwood 
from wire services or syndicated 
from the Ne'rV York Times, 

Tbt rt�der was It II ritb the imprtssiDIJ 
Ib�1 tbe whDle issue ;s mud 1110 _Nut 
no/bing. 

dents like, "I think what it boils Knight-Ridder or other media 
down to is that students are no pools almost exclusively reflect 
longer citizens of the United the "students versus adult school 
States," found in the Tacoma, official" theme. Reporters fre-
Wash., News Tribune. Such quotes quently quoted the contention of 
do little to enhance the public's Jonathan Howe, president of the 

understanding of the crucial issues National School Boards Associa-
involved In student press tion, that many schools would not 

now they can control activities 
within the school. Until now, 
school boards have been between 
a rock and a hard place. The 
concern was 'Are we going to be 
sued by the students or by the 
people they write about?' " 

This contention went complett>
ly unchallenged, even though so 
far as anyone is able to determine, 
no published court decision has 
ever held a public high school 
financially responsible for libel 
due to content in a student news
paper. 

Ivan Gluckman, attorney for 
the National Association of Sev 
ondary School Principals, was 
quoted as saying, "No reporter has 
an unfettered right to publish 
whatever he wants in the paper." 
This was the beginning of the 
"real world" theme - that all 
journalists are subject to 
censorship and that no one has 
the absolute right to see his or her 
opinions published. Though daily 
newspaper editorial writers and 
columnists sought desperately to 
relate the Hazelwood case to "the 
real newspaper world," such a 
comparison is invalid because no 
journalism educator bas ever sug
gested that the student newspaper 
serves as a forum for any §Ild all 
student expression. Content of 
student newspapers is filtered by 
student editors th rough a selection 
process that takes into account 
community standards, journalistic 
values, laws and ethics and the 
needs and expectations of the stu
dent audience. The "between a 
rock and hard place" may have 
made for interesting reading but 
was in reality a non-issue. 

Sidebars stressed two themes: 
I) that the decision would not 
have an immediate effect locally; 
and 2) that even so, it was a bad 

censorship. start journalism classes "because ____ ____ continued on page 34 
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conlilWeti from page jJ 
decision because it sent out the 
wrong message. Consider these 
two typical stories: 

From the Fort Worth Star- Tele
gram: 

Administrative censorship has 
never been a problem in the 2 J 
years Phyllis Forehand has advised 
Ihe Arlington High School student 
newspaper, and she doesn 't expect 
yesterday 's Supreme Court ruling 
to change thaI. 

BUl Forehand and other Tar
rant County journalism advisers 
are worried that the court ruling 
upholding a Missouri principal's 
right to censor will lead to more 
censorship than already exists on 
high school newspapers. 

From the Miami Herald: 
Many South Florida educators 

and students were dismayed by the 
Supreme Court 's ruling allowing 
sCMol offiCials to censor student 
newspapers, but most said they 
didn 't expect it to have much im
pact in their schools. Dade School 
Board Chairman Michael Krop 
said he did not believe the decision 
would bring major changes in 10' 
cal policy. 

"/t is Ihe definite feeling of the 
board that as long as whatever is 
printed is in good taste and done 
in a factual manner, there should 
be no censorship, " Krop said. "The 
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board is willing to give students 
whatever latitude they need as long 
as they act responsibly. 

I I  

These reports pain t a skewed 
picture of reality. First, reporters 
sought for reaction quotes of ad
visers from schools with estab
l ished j ournalism programs. These 
teachers have degrees i n  journa
lism, adequate funding for student 
publications, access to college
bound students and peers who 
find censorship repugnant. These 
programs exist pri marily in large, 
middle class or affluent, suburban 
schools. Few schools have such 
comprehensive journalism pro
grams. In most, the task of advis
ing the newspaper or yearbook is 
gi ven to the person lowest on the 
faculty totem pole. 

Reporters sough t out the 
"award-winning" programs and 
certi fied advisers for reactions. 
Quotes from non�rtified advis
ers, many of whom were subject 
to censorship before Hazelwood, 
were conspicuously omitted. The 
fact that censorship and prior re
straint were already a fact of life 
in most schools would have taken 
the edge off the stories. 

It  was of note tbat while advis
ers from the winning programs 
conceded that the decision may 
not precipitate d rastic cha nges in 
their immediate situations, they 

nonetheless predicted it would 
h ave deleterious effects on the 
whole of scholastic j ournalism. 
Yet reporters failed to pursue this 
angle. I f  the finest advisers at the 
best schools were apprehensive, 
how m ight the others have felt? 
Again, we don't know because the 
other advisers were not asked. 

Nor did reporters seek com
ments from administrators who 
censored, although they represent 
the status quo. More than two
thirds of the principals responding 
to a survey conducted by J.  Wil
liam Click of Winthrop College 
and Lillian Lodge Kopenhaver of 
Ronda International University 
believe that they should prohibit 
the publication of articles they 
deem harmful, even though those 
articles may not be libelous, 
obscene or disruptive. 

This certainly isn't the image 
created of school officials  by the 
press because reporters sought the 
comments from ad ministrators 
who said they had not censored 
and would not censor in the fu
lUre. 

Take, for example, this story 
from the Lexington, Ky., 

Herald-Leader: 
A day after the Supreme Court 

gave broader powers of censorship 
to high school principals, members 
of the Henry Clay High School 
newspaper turned in their articles 

for the January issue yesterday. 
Down the hallway and up a 

flight of stairs, Principal Bill Hurt 
sat behind his desk and wailed to 
read the stories. After they are 
published. 

Like many other high school 
principals in Kentucky, Hurt said 
the high court 's ruling would not 
change how he treated the student 
newspaper. 

"/ think the decision was cor
rect, " Hurt said, "but / don 't plan 
to review the paper every month. . .  

This story creates the false 
image of the admin istrator as be
nign dictator - one who holds 
the power to censor but who 
chooses not to wield it. The only 
story I found that approached the 
Hazelwood decision from a 
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censorship-as-status quo angle was 
in the Bozeman. Mont.. Daily 
Chronicle: 

Bozeman-area high school 
newspaper editors say this week's 
Supreme Court ruling giving 
school administrators broad power 
to censor their work won't affect 
their papers much because they 
don't cover controyersial topics 
that have gotten teen-age journal
ists in trouble elsewhere. 

"Whatever happened to free 
speech?" asked Scott Wilson, edi
tor of Livingston Park High School 
Geyser, whose article on alleged 
favoritism in the basketball pr� 
gram last year stirred up adminis
trators. 

There were threats (from the 
former principal) to get rid of the 
newspaper if we didn't stay away 
from controversial topics . ., he said, 

Now, Wilson said. the Geyser 
staff "stays away from controver
sial issues" and their relationship 
with current Principal Vern Beffert 
is "great .... " 

Even here, the reporter did not 
ask: why controversial topics 
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should be excluded. The principal 
in this case, Tom Fibni, told 
reporters, "J think it's a great 
thing (that the paper stays away 
from controversial issues). The 
student paper is not only read by 
people in the school but also pe0-
ple in the community." But this 
does not explain why he believes 
the issues should not be raised nor 
does it provide insight to the 
process of determining what is 
and what is not controversial, The 
system appears arbitrary and ca
pricious, based either on the prin
cipal's personal ideologies and 
values or whim. 

Another weakness of the cover
age was the failure to identify the 
specific qualifications of the prin
cipal to serve as censor, although 
the point was raised by advisers, 
such as in this story from the 
Indianapolis News: 

Most Indianapolis area' high 
school journalists and newspaper 
advisers aren't worried tluu princi
pals will begin trashing students' 
stories - even though the Su
preme Court gave school officials 

WHAT?l tHERE IS 
NO DRUG PROBLEM 
I� NY SCHOOLi! 

A FEATURE 
ON CENSorstflP? 

• ARE. Ycu 
SERIOUS?! 

that power Wednesday. 
But they are oUiraged by the 

high court's decision. 
"[ find the Supreme Court's 

ruling offensive because it takes 
away so much responsibility from 
the newspaper advisers and teach
ers of high school journalism pr� 
grams," said Julile Kukolla, 
student newspaper adviser at Law
rence North High School. 

"[t ignores their responsibility 
of teaching honesty and fairness 
and other Journalism issuej and 
places the decision· making about 
student publications into someone 
else's hands. H 

Reporters did not ask adminis
tratOf! to spell out their qualifica. 
tions nor to clarify under what 
circumstances they would censor. 
Reporters assumed that if and 
when censorship is inevitable, 
then it might as weU be the princi
pal who performs the dirty deed. 
Only Bob Richmond of the San 
Antonio Light - a school teacher 
who writes a weekly column -
argued: 

continued on pag� 36 
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continuedfrom page 35 ical j ustifications for censorship. unity of opinion and whose con-

Remember. future principals Mark Goodman . executive direc- cern is not with facts but with 
and superintendents score so povr- tor o f  the Student Press Law Cen- dialectic. Although advisers re-
Iv on the Graduate Record Exam ter, told the Alexandria, Va., peated their fears that quality pro-

t
'
hal one of 95 career preferences Journal, "I certainly hope many grams might fall to the wayside if 

indicated on the GRE question- schools continue to recognize how a change of ,administration 
naire, school administrators. educationally unsound and moral- brought in principals unsympa-

scores lower than 90 Olher careers. Iy offensive it is to censor student the tic to free speech issues, the 

That ranking suggests that lelting viewpoints. "  reporters failed to understand that 
principals censor student newspa- Or. Robert P .  Knight of the censorship is  rarely a matter 0:-
pers is akin 10 having Third World School of J ournalism at the Uni- legal codes or community stan-

countries design rocket ships. versity of Missouri WTote in the dards but is instead an imposition 
Summer 1 988 issue of Journalism o f  personal values and ideologies 

In fact. reporters allowed school Educator, "The nation's editorial by those in power. After Ha-
officials to deny that the Ha- writers surprisingly applauded the zelwood, school officials who be-
zelwood decision contained free Hazelwood ruling. They apparent- Iieve a story should not be 
speech implications. The prevail- Iy thought it was a simple matter: published can much more easily 
ing theme of administrators' com- Everyone has a publisher who can kill it .  Dr. Louis Ingelhart, profes-
ments was "this returns the control content, and surely, in the sor emeritus of Ball State Uoiver-
curriculum to the control of the school that must be the principal. sity, told the Indianapolis Star. 
local district." A Toledo, Ohio, Few, if any, remembered that in "This decision is going to make 
assistant principal told USA To- the public school, the principal is high school kids stand in line and 
day, "We consider the newspaper an agent of the government." Edi- not say anything, not write any-
a part of our curriculum and we to ria I writers must have gained thing, not think anything. Contro-
want to have controL" Francis this misperception by reading versy causes high school principals 
Huss, Hazelwood superintendent, their papers' news accounts of the to turn purple. They might seize 
told the New York Times, "It (the decision. on this as a way to bide from the 
decision) reaffirms our position Another popular theme was the public what the school program is 
that the board of education has "wrong message" one. for exam- really about." 
authority to establish curricula. pie, Richard Schmidt, general It is altogether likely that 
The authority of boards of educa- censorship will take place as 
ti on would have been threatened school officials seek to promote 
if thi s case had been lost." 1 certjiJJ/, bope m�ny sthtnlls continue smooth public relations at the 

T h r e a t e n s  h o w ?  T h e s e  to letOflJize bow edutAbolJalJ, unsound e x p e n s e  o f free i n q u i r y .  
statements beg for clarification. I t  aDd morally offeDsi,e it is to ceDJOl Censorship for the sake of conve-
would seem that a sincere journa- sludelJl riewpoiJJls. nience is perhaps more insidious 
lism curriculum would require Mark GoodmaD than for ideological reasons, since 
students to cover timely and rele- SPLC EIecutin Director i t is based on fear rather than 
vant issues - divorce and teen common sense. Carol Hallenbeck, 
pregnancy, for example. A lan- a high school journalism teacher 
guage arts course should stress counsel for the American Society and chairwoman for the Freedom 
critical thinking skills. Yet wben of Newspaper Editors, told the of the Press committee of the 
Hazelwood students attempted to Chicago Tribune that the decision Southern California Press Associa-
analyze and interpret timely and means that students "can be in- tion, told the Orange County Dai-
substantive issues, they were cen- structed about the First Amend- ly Register, "School 
sored . If it is the belief of school ment, but they will not be able to administrators don't like high 
administrators that control is practice it until they get out of school newspapers exposing their 
more important than the chaos school." Journalism adviser Paul warts. Principals concerned with 
that occasionally accompanies Spadoni of Peninsula High School PR or those who can't stand to be 
freedom of expression, then why in Gig H arbor told the Tacoma, disagreed with will do everything 
didn't the reporters get someone Wash., News Tribune, "You can't to make student newspapers noth-
on the record saying as much? teach students about their inalie- ing more than a pUblic-relations 

The fundamental question of nable rights in social studies and tool ."  
the nature of censorship - again, then deny them in j ournalism Questions Never Asked: The Fail-
who censors in what situations to class." ure of Hazelwood Coverage 
what end - was not raised. Re- Reporters did not pursue with The message of the Hazelwood 
porters allowed administrators to vigor the fears of jo urnalism decision and its subsequent cover-
portray the issue solely as a matter teachers that administrators might age is that school officials would 
of local control of curriculum create an authoritarian press rather control than educate stu-
without discussing the philosoph- whose purpose is to achieve a dents, and that they fear the 
------------------------------------------------------------------
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slightest challenge to authority. At 
a time when educators universally 
agree that the thinking skills of 
high school students continue to 
plunge, the Supreme Court told 
those students who might wish to 
inquire, to challenge, to analyze 
and interpret, "It's okay to think 
but keep your opinions to your· 
self ,. The fear is that school offi
cials will sterilize student 
expression. Consider this portion 
of a Chicago Tribune story: 

(Ha:zelwood principal Robert) 
Reynolds said he told a journalism 
class thal the ruling would not 
change how the newspaper runs. 

Reynolds says he has not inter
vened in the paper since Cheryl 
Stoiler. the journalism faculty ad
viser, was hired qfter the lawsuit. 
Previously, he said, journalism ad· 
visers "were not the quality we'd 
like, and] was still requiring prior 
review" of issues until Stoller was 
hired. 

Stoller is happy with the court 
decision. "I've always believed that 

freedom of the press extends only 
as for as ownership of the press," 
she said. "What we're talking 
about here is school control; that's 
what this whole ball of wax is 
about, JJ 

"] don't feel thal we're limited," 
(Spectrum editor Tammy) Hawk· 
ins said. "Most kids in our schoof 
are not interested in controversial 
stuff anyway. They just want to see 
their names in print. " 

Stroller and ReyTUJlds agreed. 
A more intellectually bankrupt 

philosophy is bard to envision. 

Stoller also told the SL Louis Post

Dispatch that she had met with 
Reynolds to discuss a potential 
story on A1DS and that he had 
rejected the subject. "He said he 
was not ready for us to discuss 
AIDS," she said. This flies in the 
face of Surgeon General C. Everett 
Koop's insistence that sex educa
tion about AIDS - including 
discussion of homosexual reu.· 
tions - must start at the lowest 
grade possi ble . It also reinforces 
the comments of Kathy Kuhl
meier. who told the St. Louis Post
Dispatch, "We were trying to 
make a change with the school 

SpOng 1989 

!IIustraJioTl by Bill Hogan, The R«ortI. Hackensack. NJ: Reprinted with pt'rmission from 
The Bulletin of the American Society of Newspaper Editors. 

paper and not just write about 
school proms, football games and 
piddly stuff. I don't think the 
administration wanted anyone to 
know that there were problems in 
the school or allow us to tackJe 
issues that had some relevance to 
the students." 

In summary, except in J1lTe 
occasions, coverage of the Ha
zelwood decision emphasized 
three themes: the kids versus 
adults theme, the wrong message 
theme, and the real world theme. I 
fo und no attempt by relJOrters to 
ask the crucial Question: Who will 
cens or, in what situations, and to 
what end? Discussions of constitu
tional rights or local control are 
peripheral to these central ques
tions if we are to assume that 
school officials act in the best 
interests of student learning. But a 
case for censorship in a pedagogi
cal context is never made. 

Most disturbing about the cov
erage was the reluctance of report
ers to press for clarification. 
Information (fears of censorship, 
and questions of authority and 
qualifications to censor) in direct 
quotes by advisers provided ave
nues for exploration but these 

opportunities were ignored. 
Based on the reporting of the 

decision, I can only conclude that 
the professional journalists did 
not read the stories in question, 
do not understand the objectives 
of journalism as a language arts 
course in the secondary curric
ulum, and do not appreciate the 
political, social and ideological 
consequences of censorship. Often 
the coverage smacked of conde
sce nsion, as if it were impossible 
that the student press might, like 
the professional press, serve to 
inform, entertain and assist its 
readers in kn owing truth th,rough 
honest, objective, unrestricted in
qU1TY· 

The comments of one student, 
Cyrus Sadri, a German exchange 
student attending Henry Clay. 
High School in Lexingt on, Ky., 
stand out. Sadri told the Lexing
ton Herald-Leader that in Ger
many "we printed everything we 
wanted to print. Then I came here 
and we weren't allowed to print 
this and this and this. This coun

try is supposed to be free. This is 
n ot freedom anymore." 

It's a pity reporters covering 
Hazelwood didn't see this._ 
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Internship opportunities with 
the SPLC are available during each 
semester and the summer for col
lege and law students with an inter
est in student journalism. Interns 
write and produce the SPLC Re
port, handle requests for informa
tion on student press rights and 
assist the Executive Director by 
providing research and paralegal 
support. Interested individuals are 

encou raged to write for more infor
mation. 

Drawings, cartoons and news 
tips are welcome and needed. Help 
us inform the scholastic journalism 
community by contributing your 
skills and information 10 the SPLC 
Report. 
Write or call us at: 

Student Press Law Center 
Suite 504, 1 735 Eye Street, NW 

Washington, OC 20006 
(202) 466-5242 

The Report staff 
Katy Shea is a May 1989 

graduate of Colorado State Uni
versity with a bachelor of arts 
degree in  technical journalism. 
A native of Colorado, Katy 
plans to pursue a public rela
tions career in Washington, 
D.C. 
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rights of the student press would 
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reading. 

Now includes 
Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier 
supplement. 

YW of the Student Press. II (our-y<!nr pro,;.,ct or the Student P!'e811 Law Center. ia the fil'Bt 
book ever to octeT an namination of legal issues confronting American'! !tudent journalists, 
advisenl and education administrator.! on both the high aehaol and college level&. 

'The boole is undentandable and �ble without riving up the essential material needed 
ror Ill> in-depth undentanding of the legal relationship, involved in the production o( student 
newspepera, yurboob and electronic media. Topics covered include libel. obscenity, copy
right. prior review, cel180nhip lind mode! publications guideJin ... 
La ... of 1M SttuJmJ l're&s it aV'AiJablc oow. Copies are ouly S7.5O. To order, send • cbcck for 
thaI amount. payabk 10 "'Quill aDd Scroll, " 10: 

Law of tb� StudelJt Press 
Quill and Scroll 

School of JournsJaDl and MIUI8 COnLDlunication 
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Iowa City, IA 52242 
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Dickinson College on behalf of 

Marc Abrams (PA) 
Florida Scholastic Press Associa

tion 
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Keith Hefner (NY) 
Louis E. Ingelhart (IN) 
Jerome A. Nachman (NY) 
The Newspaper Guild 
The Pitt News, University of Pitts

burgh (PA) 
Rockety-I. Augustana College (lL) 
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Association for Education in 
Journalism and Mass Commu
nication 

Contributors ($25 to $99) 
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Atlantic Sun, Florida Atlantic 

University 
Des Moines Area Community 

College (lA) 
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Libel Insurance: The Inside Siory 

The 
Price 
Is 
Right 

_._--_. __ .. _---_. _--- -----, 

Your subscription supports the work 
of the Student Press Law Center. 

The Student Press Law Center is the only national 
organization devoted exclusively to protecting the First 
Amendment ri�ts of this nation's high school and 
coUege journalists. 

The Center serves as a national legal aid agency 
providing legal assistance and information to students 
and facuJty advisers experiencing censorship or other 
legal problems. 

Three tim es a year (Winter, Spring, and Fall), the 
Center publishes a comprehensive Report summarizing 
current controversies over student press rights. In 
addition, the Reports explain and analyze complex legal 
issues most often confronted by student journalists. 
Major court and legislative actions are hIghlighted. 

Defending your rights isn't cheap. Subscription 
dollars form a large part of our budget. 

Your subscription price will help us continue to serve 
as the national advocate for the rights of student 
journalists. Other contributions are tax-deductible. 

All orders must be pre-paid. 

Please enter my subscription to SPL(' Reports; 
o I year at $10.00 

Along with this blank 1 have enclosed a check or money order 
payable to: 

Student Press Law Center 
Suite 5u4, 1735 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Name ----------------.(�P�.,av�npnn.nml)-----------------

Address _____ ____ ____________ _ 

City,State,Zip _________________ _ 

o [ wish to suppon the work of the Student Press Law Center 
with a contribution in the followlOg amount: ______ _ 

The SPLC is interested in the titles or positions of its 
individual subscribers: hue/poSlhon 

Now a benefit of Journalism Education Association Membership 
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THE STUDENT PRESS LAw CENTER 
HAS A NEW ADDRESS : 

1 735 EVE STREET , NW 
SU ITE 504 

WASHINGTON , DC 20006-2402 

OUR PHONE NU MBER IS TH E SAME: 

(202) 466-5242 

I F  YOU HAVE A LEGAL PROBLEM OR JUST A QU ESTION ABOUT YOU R  RIGHTS 

AS A STU DENT JOU RNALIST OR FACULTY ADVISER, LET THE SPLC H ELP. 
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