
L.S.U. Contraceptive Advertisement 
Censored by University President 

A contrace pt ive advertisement 
published in the 1981 orientation issue 
of Louisiana State University's student 
newspaper. The Dai�r Reveille, has led 
to administrat ive censorship of similar 
ads, The ad. offering a 50 percent dis
count on condoms, was paid for by a 
local drugstore and appeared with a 
photograph displaying a box of Trojan 
condoms and the words: "the perfect 
nightcap." 

On September 9th. Bert K. Robin
son. a Baton Rouge attorney and the 
father of an LSU st udent, complained 
in a letter to University Chancellor, 
James H. Wharton that the orientation 
issue of The Reveille, and part icularly 
the condom advertisement. was an 
"outrage. " "Advertisements such as 
this present premarital sex as being a 
normal part of 'a perfect evening,'" 
Robinson objected to the advertise
ment because of the effects that it 
might have on the "moral climate" of 
the university. 

In response to Robinson's leiter. 
Chancellor Wharton instructed Student 
Media Director Jon Fischer to stop 
accepting ads for a bortion clinics and 
contraceptives. According to Fischer. 
Wharton felt that the advertisement 
was in poor taste: "He told me to put 
such things on hold for a while:' 
Fischer said he was surprised by the 
instruction because The Reveille had 
previously advertised abortion clinics 
and contraceptives. 

After a "cooling ofr' period, the 
Chancellor decided that the paper 
could accept contraceptive ads as long 
as they advertised protection and not 
pleasure. Tlte Reveille protested the 
university'S actions in an editorial. cri

t i cizing Wharton for allowing "a few 
outside the university to dictate what 
the entire university will see." Victor 
And rews. The Reveille:� Ed it or- i n
Chier. maintains that the University 
considers itself the publisher of the 
newspaper. " The Administration 
thinks that since they handle the money 
end .�f nll' Rel'eille, they can censor 
ads. 

LSU was the scene of another con
troversy last winter when the student 
yearbOOk., Gumbo. came under fire for 
publishing a photograph of male stu
dents showering in the nude. (SPLC 
Report. Winter 1980). 

DePaul Paper Seized 
Over Rape Article 
DePaul UniversllY's student news

paper was confiscated when the staff 
defied an order from the Dean of 
Students and ran a story on a camru� 
rape. 

In order to protect the victim. Dean 
of Students Father Thomas Croak. 
instruct ed The DePaulia not to report 
on the rape, When the staff di sobeyed 
his orders. "Croa k ordered security 
officers to confiscate the paper. .. [it) 
was not distri buted. " said Vince Kellen. 
Editor-in-Chief of The DePoulia. 

A day later. Father John Richard

son, President of the private Catholic 
university. lifted Croak's s uspension . 

announcing that the paper would be 
reprinted the following week. 

At the same time, Richardson called 
a meeting of t he De Pa ul Senate 
Committee on Student Publications. a 

committee made up of students and 
administrators. The Committee met 
the following week and agreed to 
support Richardson's decision t o  
reissue the paper. The DePaulia was 
reprinted at the university'S ex pense 
and then distributed. 

According to Kellen. the sta ff 
decided to run the story because they 
believed that the community had the 
right to know about the rare. "If 
somethi ng like this is happening the 
students need to know about it." Kellen 
added that the article on the rape did 
not include the victim's name or 
information that some of the local 
papers had printed about her. 

Father Croak. said that he had 
initially decided to suspend The 
DePaulia in order to protect the 
v ictim's rights. The victim's police file 

n umber was included in the article. 
Croak said. This enables the public to 
gain access to the woman's file. Croak 
added that he had asked The DePaufia 
to delay printing of the article until he 
had obtained more information on the 
rape. including a composite picture of 
the assailant. "I didn't feel other 
students were in jeopardy because 
security had been tightened up." 

"If it's a question between the rights 
of the press and the right of an 
individual." Croak said. "I will always 
come down on the side of the 
individual. .. the intrinsic value of " 
person stands above aiL" 

B.U. Reporters Arrested 

For Trespass 

An investigat ion of a rape which 
never act ually occurred led to the arrest 
of five students at Boston University 
last month. The students, reporters for 
the BU Doill' Free Press, are planning 
to file suit against the university police 
force for withholding public informa
tion. 

Editor-in-Chief Lawrence Hackett, 
News Editor Edward Cafasso, and 
three other members of the Free Press 
staff were arrested when they refused to 
leave the university police force 
headquarters. They were wa iting to 
talk to Chief Paul Bates about the rape. 

According to M anaging Editor 
Cindy Glenzer, the Free Press received 
an anonymous tip, later disproved, that 
a rape had been attempted in a 
university dormitory. Following an 
unsuccessful effort to obtain informa
tion from the universit y public 
relations department. six staff members 
went to police headquarters to demand 
information about the rape. "We had 
two questions," said Glenzer. "a) Did it 
haooen: and b) What happened?" 
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Youth Communication 

The Student Press Law Center 
[SPLC] is a national, nonprofit 
organ izat ion providin g lega l 
assistance and information to 
student journalists and faculty 
advisers experiencing censorship or 
other legal problems. 

SPLC publishes the Report nine 
times yearly. It is researched. written 
and produced by journalism and law 
students. 
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From the Director 

The Student Press Law Center Report is pleased to present its new 
format and to announce a more frequent publication schedule. The 
Report will now be published nine times per year during the months 
of October through June. 

The new fonnat will continue to provide comprehensive coverage 

of student press issues, as well as legal analysis of developments in the 
relevant case law. I n addition to the current coverage of issues and 
case law in the area of student press rights, the Report will attempt to 

further explore the related areas of broadcast journalism, book 
censorship, journalism ethics, freedom of information, and expansive 
theories of "'state action.'" 

As in the past, the Student Press Law Center enthusiastically 
welcomes articles, artistic contributions, and story ideas from its 
readers. The deadline for material submitted for inclusion in each 
mont h's issue is the first day of the month preceding publication. 

Further, SPLC welcomes suggestions and comments concerning 
the content and format of the publication. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher 1. Herr/ing 
Executive Director, SPLC 

Dr. Inglehart Awarded NCCPA Prize 

On October 30. Dr. Louis Ingelhart 
was awarded the Noel Ross Strader 
Memorial by the National Council of 
College Publications Advisors. The 
award is given to an NCCPA member 
"whose example as a forthright 
journalist and an ins piring teacher and 
administrator will encourage emulation 
by his contemporaries and those who 
rollow." Dr. Ingelhart has long been a 
"quiet. persislenl force" in the cause of 
st udent press rights. 

In 1953. Dr. Ingclhart started his 
career at Ball State University as an 

English professor and member of the 
university news bureau. In 1956 he 
became the head of lhe journalism 
department. developing it. by the time 
of his retirement in 1979. into one of the 
largest un dergraduate jo urnalism 
programs in the country. 

Dr. Ingelhart has published a variety 
of articles and essays on student press 
issues. He is the chairman or the 
Professional Freedom and Responsibil
ilY Committee or NCCPA and a 
member of SPLCs Advisory Board. 



The Information Game 

Catholic University Students Demand 
More Information About Crimes 
When a violent crime occurs on 

campus, university officials often keep 
it quiet to avoid creating an atmosphere 
of und ue anxiety. Students are 
beginning to demand that officials be 
less concerned with students' peace of 
mind and more concerned with their 
right to receive information. 

On Friday, September 18, a student 
at Catholic University in Washington, 
D.C. was assaulted and raped while she 
was studying in an empty classroom. 
The rapist took her purse, which 
contained both her room and dormitory 
keys. The student's room lock was 
changed later that evening, but the lock 
to the dormitory entrance was not 
changed until the following Monday 
afternoon. Students living in the 
dormitory were not informed of the 
incident. 

The administration was widely 
criticized. both for failing to take 
security precautions which would have 
prevented the crime, and for the way 
they handled it once it had happened. 
The CU student newspaper, The 
Tower. asked why the student com
munity and particularly the residents of 
the victim's dormitory had not been 
officially informed: "'We are not asking 
for the sensational, just the elemental: 
what happened, when. and where." 

"What I want to know is, who is 
responsible for failing to inform us?" 
wrote one student. The answer to this 
question, however, seemed difficult to 
ascertain. Dean of Students Frank 
Persico said that "Mr. Nork [Director 
of Campus Security] is responsible for 
[informing students by] issuing bulle
tins." M r. Nork said "That information 
should come from [the office of] 
Resident Life." Director of Resident 
Life Robert Sargent said his office 
doesn'� have the responsibility of 
informing students "but could go forth 
and make such statements [to inform 
students by issuing bulletins]." 

Persico conceded that "there is no 
procedure of informing students, 
rather it is an informal rumor control 
system." A Tower editorial responded 
the following week: "[To say] that 
rumors can constitute part of a 
controlled system is an embarrassment 
both to the individual who stated it and 
to the university ... We must have 
accurate information if we are to make 
responsible decisions as to our safety 

precautions ... the absence of concrete 
information aggravates the feeling of 
uncertainty once rumors begin to 
circulate." In this instance, administra
tors informed resident advisors in the 
dormitories of the incident and left the 
release of the information to the 
advisors' discretion. 

University President Dr. Edmund 
Pellegrino responded to student 
government resolutions decrying the 
"stupidity, callousness, and arrogance" 
of university officials by ordering a 
comprehensive reform of the security 
system, including the designation of 
clear channels through which adminis
trators and student government leaders 
are to be informed of violence on 
campus and other matters of interest to 
the community. Some statistics have 
shown that Catholic University has the 
most dangerous campus in the 
Washington area, and t he university is 
making a serious effort to make those 
statistics obsolete. 

B.U. continued from page one 
Bates refused to let the staff see the 

police· log and said he was too busy to 
talk to them. The students declined to 
leave the building. Bates then said he 
would speak to them at four o'clock 
that afternoon. When the students 
decided to remain in the building until 
four o'clock, Bates had five of them 
arrested for trespass while Glenzer 
went outside to phone their lawyer. 
The reporters were held for two hours 
in the city jail, t hen released on ten 
dollars bail. 

At issue is conflicting legislation. 
T�e Buck ley Amendment guarantees 
prIvacy of school records. But under 
the Freedom of Information Act and 
the .Massachusetts Daily Logs and 
Public Records Statute, all police 
departments must maintain daily logs 
which are to be made available to the 
pUblic. 

Because BU is a private institution, 
their police force is not a public police 
department and their records, arguably, 
do not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
statute. According to Glenzer, the Free 
Press has been trying to gain access to 
the logs for two years. 

Bates says he has no intention of 
releasing the logs to the paper. "The 
logs are private documents," he said. 
"They will be kept private to protect 
the innocent." 

When asked how the Boston 
University community is informed of 
violent crimes on campus, Bates said he 
contacts the Public Relations Depart
ment and the Dean's office. He said he 
usually informs the Boston city police, 
although he is not required to do so. 
Information received by the city police 
is public information subject to the 
Daily Logs Statute. "We don't have 
that many violent crimes," Bates 
added. According to the statistics of 
the Massachusetts University Crime 
Reporting Program, Glenzer says. 876 
CrImes ocurred at BU in 1980, a figure 
which includes more violent crimes 
than at any other university in 
Massachusetts. 

When the criminal litigation over the 
trespass charges is over. the Free Press 

plans to file suit against the university 
police in civil court . "The law has to be 
Changed," Glenzer says. "If they're 
enough of a police force to arrest us, 
then they're enough of a police force to 
make their records public." 

In a remarkably similar case, the 
Boston College student newspaper The 
Heights has filed an injunction against 
the Board of Trustees to obtain access 
to official Boston College Police 
records. 

According to News Editor Elisa 
Sper�n, �he Heights has in the past 
obtained Information about crimes at 
Boston College from an anonymous 
member . of the BC police force. BC 
police, like BU police, refuse student 
reporters access to t he daily logs 
because, t.h.ey say, they want to protect 
the Identities of assault victims. Last 
week, when student reporters at 
Brandeis University threatened to sue 
the university unless they were allowed 
to see the !ogs, Brandeis police 
promptly prOVided the reporters wit h a 
copy of the logs from which the 
victims' names had been erased. 

In response to the issues raised in the 
BC and BU cases, student newspaper 
staffs at area schools have estaolished 
the Coalition of Boston Area College 
New��apers. The purpose of the 
CoalitIOn, says Speran, is to provide a 
support and information network. 
Coalition members including Harvard 
Wellesley, and Tufts have contacted 
The Heights and the Free Press to 
repor� t.hat they have had no difficulty 
In gaining access to police records at 
their schools. The Coalition is 
preparing a statement which may be 
used as eVidence In the Heights v the 
Board of Trustees case. 

SPLC REPORT DECEMBER 1981 3 



Administrators, Gays, and Students 
Protest Florida Sex Amendment 

A Florida law aimed at barring gay 
student groups from pu blic universities 
has provoked state-wide controversy 
and three law suits. A Florida District 
Court has upheld the law in two of the 
cases: both are now under appeal. 

Last June , the Florida Legislature 
passed an amendment to the 1981-'82 
Bud get thai cut off state funding to any 
school t hat .. charters, recog nizes, 
aids, ... or provides meeting facilities 
for any groups or organiza tions that 
recommend or advocate sexual rela

tions between persons not married to 
each other." An earlier. more specific 
bill banning gay groups from meeting 
on campuses had failed LO meet 
approval in the House and Senate 
education commiuees. 

Sponsors of the amend ment, State 
Senator Alan Trask and Representative 
Tom Bush. say the "Trask-Bush 
Amendment" is aimed specifically at 
homosexual groups, although Trask 
says he hopes it will have broader 
applications. "Citizens in my district 
were concerned about activities on 
college c am puses which were In 
violation of Florida law," TraSK said. 
"At the Center fo r Par t i c i p ant 
Education [a Free U niversity at 
Florida State University in Tallahassee) 
they were having lecturers coming in to 
promote homosexuality, adu ltery , 

prostitution. " 

According to Charlotte McCall of 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
the amendment could apply to Family 
P lann ing clinics. sex-ed classes, cooed 
dorms, l i brary books and fraternity 
dances. 

Gays, un ivers i ty faculty, and 
administrators. and students are loud 
in their criticism of the bi[1. A professor 
at Florida International U niversily said 
that if the univerSity were to obey the 
leller of the law. "[ think we would 
have to shut down the arts and 
sciences." The Oracle, the student 
newspaper at the U niver� ity of South 
Florida at Tampa, labeled the amend

ment "a law we personally, morally. 
and ethically can only abhor." 

First to Cile suit was Ral ph 
Turlington. Florida Commissioner of 
Education; later that day the Florida 
Task Force, a coalition of gay rights 
groups also filed. A D istrict court 
upheld the amendment in both cases. 
In response to this ruling. the Student 
Government formed a group which 
would directly challenge the law. The 
name of the group is S igma E psilon 
Chi, or S EX;.the purpose of SEX, as 
stated in its charter, is "to adv ocate 
sexual relations between persons not 
married to each ot her . " When SEX 
applied for official status as a student 
organ ization the University took them 
to court, filing suit on Octo ber 4 
against the members of SEX and the 
Slate of Florida. 

Turlington filed in District Court on 
September 8 on behalf of the Florida 
Board of Regents. According to C. 
Dubose Ausley. chairman of the Board 
of R egents. the Trask-Bush Amend
menl puts un iversity in a �dilemma. 
The law says you can 't get money If you 
don't comply. Yet [if you do comply] 
you're faced with a clear violation of 
First Amendment r ights." 

The Trask-Bush Proviso to the 
1981-82 General Appropriations Act 

No funds appropriated herein shall be used to finance any state 
supported public or private postsecondary educallonal lnstltutlon 
that charters or gives oHlclal recognition or knowmglv gives 
assistance to or provides meeting facilities for any group or 
organization that recommends or advocates sexual relations 
betwe&n persons not married to each other. 

Sexual relallons means contact with the sexual organs of one 
person by the body of another person for sexual gratification. 

Any postsecondary educational InstlluUon found In IIlolatlon of 
this proviSion shall have all state funds withheld unlll that 
Institution Is again in compliance with the law. 

No state financial aid shall be given to students enrolled In any 
postsecondary Institution located In FlOrida, which Is In violation 
of this provlulon. 
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The Florida Task Force filed on the 
same day, charging that the amendment 
is illegal, both under the Constitution 
and under a Florida law which 
prohibits " lo g- ro l l in g: " allaching 
substantive law to an appropriations 
bill. The Task Force also charged that 
Trask and Bush had violated their 
oaths of office by abusing the 
constit utional rights of Florida 
citizens. 

Leon County Judge John Rudd 
dismissed both cases. "The Legislature 

constitutionally decided not to 
support a forum that affects the moral 
climate on state university campuses,� 
Rudd declared. He said the amendment 
was legal under state law because it 
"directly and rationally relates to the 
purpose of the appropria, ion :- and legal 
under the ConSlitution because '"the 
First Amendment does not guarantee 
the right to communicate one's views at 
all times and places ... the Legislature 
has not prohibited speech [ but) decided 
that educational funds are not to be 
used to prov ide recognition to groups 
advocating sexual relations . . .  � T urling� 

ton's appeal of Rudd's ruling was heard 
in the Florida Supreme Court on 
November 2. 

The U nlversit y of South Florida 
filed suit in Federal Court on October 
4. The universilY'S initial response to 
the Trask-Bush Amendment had been 
to do nOlh i ng. Vice President for 
Student Affairs Dan Wa[bolt said: "I 
find the amendment unconstitutional 
... but as a public official, [ will carry 
out the law." Walbolt then said the 
university was not in violation of the 
law, as he underSLOod it, because no 
campus group advocated sex between 
un marr ied persons. 

In a n attempt to force the 
un iversity'S hand, the Student Govern

ment first pa ssed a resolution 
advocati ng sex between unmarried 
adults. Within a week the university 
had received a letter from Slate De puty 
Com ptroller Michael Conniglio asking 
for informat ion which would help the 
comptroller's office "make an admin
istrative determination of the univer
sity 's compliance with the law." 

Conniglio asked for a response within 
forty-eight hours. 

Conniglio later said he had �ta lked 
conceptually" with un iversity lawyer� 
but had not actua lly said whether funds 
would be wilhheld. �We didn 't take it 
conceptually," said a university lawyer. 
�We don"1 have to wait for the other 
shoe to drop." The univcr!)itv stands (0 
lose about $152 million 'in public 
funding. 

The S tu den t Government then 
formed Sigma Epsilon Chi. SEX 
warned it would file su it unless USF 



recogmzed liS ch arter. I h realened wit h 
the loss of funds on the one hand and 
court aClion on the other, Ihe 
university filed suit in Federal coun 
against SEX, the State Comptroller, 
and 'the Secretary of the State of 
Florida. Un iversity President John 
Lott Brown asked Judge Ben Krentz
man for a declaratory judgement (a 
court opinion on the law) because "We 
don'l know what to do," Brown said. 
He also requested a restraining order, 
claiming that the State could withdraw 
funds within forty eight hours. 

Judge Krentzman issued the restrain
ing order but said that "the issues 
deserve more t han a gun-s h o t  
decision." H e  said h e  will wait for the 
Florida Supreme Coun's decision on 
the Turlington case before selling a 
date for a preliminary hearing. 

Student Senator Kevin Brown 
explained that the Student Government 
wanted to get Ihe amendment into 
court before the university could take 
action against st udent groups such as 
the campus Gay Coalition. "The 
Student Government wanled to violate 
the law and have it come against us 
before it was used against any of our 
organi7.ations ... [they] are here prelly 
much by the grace of the unive rsity . 
We, the Student Government. are not. 
We're there by law," Brown said. 

Commented Senator Trask : "I think 
we've hit an all time low. " 

University plaintiffs and student 
defendants agree that the Trask-Bush 
Amendment must be tested in coun . "I 
share concern with some of my good 
friends on campus about this legisla
tion ... ," said Brown. "'We see (this] as 
a bill which may threaten constitution
al freedoms." Brown said he had seen 
to il thaI SEX members are prov ided 
with "free. competent, legal counseL" 

RESOLUTION VI, SEM. I, 1981 

WHEREAS, we, the students of the University of South 
Florida consider ourselves autonomous 
thinking Individuals, and. 

WHEREAS, we, 8S autonomous thinking Individuals tee I 
qualified to expreu our sexuality without state 
Interference, and, 

WHEREAS, this expression of sexuality Includes the right 
to advocate or recommend sexual relations 
between consenting adults both married and 
unmarried. 

LET IT BE THEREFORE RESOLVED that. we, the Student 
Senate of U.S.F. 8S the duly elected 
representatives of the student body. do hereby 
recommend and adllocate sexual relation. 
between any consenting adults both man1ed 
and unmarried If they so desire. 

No other Slate schools have taken 
aClion, according to the Miami Herald. 
"eilher because they are certain Ihe 
amendment will not hold up in coun or 
because they are certain no one on their 
campuses actually adv ocates sex 
between unmarried persons." At the 
beginning of the Fall quarter. officials 
at Florida Stale University in Talla
hassee had planned to comply with Ihe 
law by requiring oaths from instructors 
at the Cenler for Part icipant Education. 
(a Free Un iversity at FSU which holds 
a variety of informal classes and 
lectures), pledging that they would not 
violate the amendment. BUI when th� 
Center. represented by Charlotte 
McCall of the American Civil Liberties 
Union. refused to extract the oalhs 
from instructors, FSU backed off on its 
demands. 

Opinions on the future of the 
amendment differ widely. Jud ge 

Krentzman ruled in a Polk County case 
last year that gay groups do have the 
right to hold meetings on campus, and 
there are indications that he may rule 
similarly in this case . 

Senator Trask said he thinks the 
Amendment will be upheld in the 
Florida couns. "This has created 
awareness (among legislatures and I he 
public), " Trask said. " Ninely-five 
percent of the population is not 
homosexual and does not support 
homosexuality. Students are only a 
minor fraclion of the population . . . 
I'm talking about the people who 
establish laws. cUl funds, talee aClion . 
Legislat ures aren'l going to pass any 
laws that are against the wishes of 
ninety percent of the population. This 
is not a First Amendment issue." he 
added. 

But critics of the amendment are 
convinced that it will never survive a 
test in the higher courts. "The law is 
ridiculous. ,. said SIeve Goldstein, a law 
professor at Florida State University. 
Charlotte McCall called it "blatanlly 
unconstiLUtional." , 

Florida Task Force leaders say the 
wide-spread publicity over the bill has 
helped ralher than hindered Ihe cause 
of gay righls. "We're educating 
people." said Task Force Executive 
Director Pat Land. "We're going to 
town on this." 

But the A men dment ha� many 
admirers. In a letter 10 the Miami 
Herald, one citIzen wrOte. WEducation 
should be free to pursue knowledge , 
bUI with a goal of truth. In the realm of 
morality there are limits set by God. 
Some of these are: no sex outside 
ma rriag e . no homosex.uality, no 
stealing. no other god�. Senator Trask 
and Representative Bush do well to 
remind us of this." 

Cartoon h-om the University of South Florida Oracle 
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ELSEWHERE 

Supreme Court Hears Religion Case 
A case argued before the U.S. 

Supreme Court last month presents the 
court with complex questions about 
freedom of speech and the free exercise 
of religion on p ublic university 
campuses. 

Widmar v. Vincent was brought four 
years ago by the Christian student 
group Cornerstone against the Univer
sity of Missouri Board of Curators. 
The students, who are from the 
university's Kansas City campus, ask 
that they be allowed to hold religious 
services once a week in the student 
union. A university rule prohibits 
religious services from being held on 
campus, except in the chapel. 

Arguing before the Court on 
October 6, University lawyer Ted 
Ayres said that allowing Cornerstone 
to use state owned facilities would 
constitute state sponsorship of religion. 
Cornerstone's lawyer argued that 
forbidding a religious group to hold 
meetings in a public building because 
of the content of the meetings violates 
two clauses of the First Amendment: 
the right of free speech and the free 
exercise of religion. 

California 

The California Supreme Court has 
refused to hear an appeal of the Spiros 
Hinze F--- the Draft button case 
(SPLC Reporl, Fall 1981). The Court 
affirmed an Appellate Court decision 
denying Hinze an injunction that 
would have permitted him to wear a 
"vulgar" button protesting the draft. At 
the same time, the California Supreme 
Court ruled that the decision could not 
be cited as precedent in future cases. 
According to Hinze's lawyer, Amitai 
Schwartz, the Supreme Court declared 
the case moot because Hinze has 
already graduated from high school. 

New Jersey 

The Pentagon banned Princeton 
University's marching band from the 
October 17th West Point-Princeton 
football game after Army scouts 
reported that the band had formed a 
suggestive outline on the field at the 
University of Delaware during a 
halftime show called "A Long, Hard 
Look at Life with Chemistry." (The 
Washington Post, Oct. 19). 
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Chief Justice Warren Burger asked 
Ayres whether the ban on religious 
services might violate the First 
Amendment. "Do you not run afoul of 
the free speech provisions of the First 
Amendment, aside from the religious 
aspects, if you censor based on the 
content of the speech?" 

Ayres replied that Cornerstone's free 
speech arguments are "a convenient 
excuse" for avoiding other legal issues. 

The basis of Cornerstone's arguments 
is that religious groups shouldn't 
receive preferential treatment over 
other groups-just "equal accommoda
tion" from university administrators. 

Texas 
The student radio station at Baylor 

University, in Waco, Texas, was 
ordered to stop playing "heavy metal" 
music and to start playing what one 
student called "sloppy Top-40 junk." 
The administration of the private 
Baptist university ordered the change 
after several Waco residents complained 
about "obscene lyrics." 

Baylor was the scene of another 
censorship controversy last winter 
when the entire news staff of student 
newspaper The Baylor Lariat resigned 
to protest the removal of its editors. 
The editors were removed by the 
University Board of Publications when 
they criticized Baylor President Abner 
McCall for threatening to punish any 
woman student who agreed to pose for 
Playboy magazine. (Newslelter on 
Intellectual Freedom, May 1981). 

New York 
Literary censorship was the main 

topic of discussion last month when the 
American Writers Conference met in 
New York City for the first time in 
more than forty years. The Washington 
Post called the conference "an act of 
vague but hopeful defiance against the 
forces [American writers] feel are 
crippling literary expression in the 
United States." 

Keynote speaker Toni Morrison set 
the stage, blasting the U.S. for being 
"embarrassed by its own Bill of Rights. 
We need a heroic writers' movement," 
Morrison said. 

The three thousand participants 
condemned the Reagan administration 
for trying to restrict the Freedom of 

Information Act, and labeled censors 
around the country "a sort of literary 
Ku Klux Klan" for banning books such 
as Huckleberrv Finn. Deliverance. and 
Slaughter House Five. 

"I say let's get back to the good old
fashioned First Amendment of the 
good old-fashioned Constitution of the 
United Stat es," said author o f  
Slaughter House Five Kurt Vonnegut. 
"To hell with the censors. Give me 
knowledge or give me death." 

Washington Moral Majority leader 
Michael Ferris defended parental 
censorship as a "traditional American 
response to taxation without represen
tation." Liberals have tried to ban 
racist and sexist books from schools, 
said Ferris. "We have as much right to 
express our opinions and work through 
the democratic process. If I'm compel
led as a taxpayer to buy Kurt 
Vonnegut's books [for my childrenJ, 
then I should have a say about that. 
They're my children, not Kurt Vonne
gut's." (The Washington Post, October 
12). 

Massachusetts 
For a number of years the Conserva

tive Club at Harvard University has felt 
that the community needs a forum for 
the exchange of conservative ideas, a 
need they say the Harvard Crimson 
hasn't met for a couple of decades. 

"Sure, editorial policy at the 
Crimson is fair," joked Conservative 
Club member Chris Forman. "The 
Editorial Board is evenly split
between the liberals and the radicals." 

With the help of an eight thousand 
dollar grant from a conservative think
tank, the Institute for Educational 
Affairs, the club has started their own 
newspaper: The Salient. 

The first pages of The Salient will be 
devoted to short editorials, followed by 
longer essays on philosophical subjects. 
Forman said the paper will probably 
not take specific stances on issues but 
rather provide a forum for a variety 
and range of conservative viewpoints. 

The arrival of The Salient has 
attracted considerable attention in the 
Boston community and elsewhere. It 
will doubtless be compared to the 
Dartmouth Revie-..l'. a new conservative 
paper at Dartmouth College. But 
Forman emphasizes that The Sa lien I is 
going to be different from The Review. 
The Revie .... ' has adopted a kind of 

belligerent tone," he said. "Ours will be 
more sedate, I guess." 



From the Government of the People 

Last spring, i n  a m ove The New 
York Times ca l led "the wrong signal t o  

a cu ltu re t hat a lways feels t h e  less said 
t he bet ter," Attorney General W i l l iam 
S m ith announced a cha nge in  policy 
rega rding the Freed om of I n formation 
Act.  U nder the new pol icy, federa l 
agencies c o u l d  w it h h o ld m a t e r i a l s  
without s h owing t hat "demonstra ble 
harm" would result in their  release. The 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t ha t  a 
co mprehensive b i l l  increas ing rest ric
tions on t he FO I A  was to fo l low. On 
October 1 5, t he bill  was bro ught before 
the Senate j u d iciary S u bco m m ittee. 
The Admin istration has tit led i t  "The 
Freedom o f  I n formation I m p rovements 
Act . "  

Proposed restrict ions i nc l ude h igher 
fees fo r fi l i n g  req uests  to o b t a i n  
intel l igence materials, relaxed dea d li nes 
for government compliance with the 
req uests, and a series of exemptions 
under t he present law w h ich would 
protect, for exam ple,  al l  information 
"re lat ing t o  ongoing investigations . . .  
and a l l  records that tend to d isclose 
confide ntial  informants . "  

H ow does the pro posed reform bi l l  
a ffect stude nts and studen t press 
rights? Accord ing to  a recent art icle in 
the FO [ A  Task Force newsletter, the 
1 9 7 6  C h u rc h  C o m m i t t e e  Rep o r t  
i ndicated t hat the C I A  was using 
"several h u n d red A merican academics 
[to] . . .  provide leads, make i ntroduc
tions for inte l l igence purposes . . .  [a nd] 
write books to be used for propaganda 
purposes a broad . . . .. St udents at  over 
eighty universit ies have filed FO I A 
requests for materia ls documenting 
i ntell igence activity at their schoo ls. 

Documents released to  C leveland 
State U n iversity revealed t h a t  a printer 
for some o f  the student news papers 
assured t he F B I  t hat  he would not 
" p u b l i s h  a n y  m a t e ri a l  c o n t a i n i n g  
o bscene w o rds o r  highly critica l o f  the 
U n ited States (sic] . "  The printer agreed 
to not ify t he F B I  of incoming mate rial,  
acco mpa nied by the name and address 
of t he individua l who subm itted i t .  

[ n  a n u m ber o f  i nsta nces, the C I A  
has released heavily censored d ocu
ments and refused "in t h e  name of 
national  security," to confi rm or deny 

Humor Issues Provoke Adm inistrative Wrath 

I t  i s  un usual for an yone else to fi nd 
the parody issue o f  a student newspaper 
as fu nny as its own staff does, and 
admi nistrators o ften fa i l  to find it  
fu nny at all ,  as  a n u m ber o f  recent 
censors h i .�slraint �as�s concern
ing parodytl�tieS have mdlcated.  

Tom M u rray, Ed itor-in-C hief  o f  the 
U n iversity oivLouisvi l le Cardinal, was 
pro bably st i l l  giggl ing over his A p ril  
Fool's issue-wh ich included a front 
page photogra p h  of severa l hundred 
naked back sides, and a re port that the 
university footbal l  team had been 
a rrested for "do pe,  sod o m y ,  a n d  
su bvers ion" ( Fa ll ,  1 979,  S P L C  Report) 
--when he fo und h i msel f o ut of a job .  

The coach o f  t he foot ba l l  tea m 
t h reatened to sue: "you ca n 't s i t  and 
accuse people of bad character because 
you hold a fo untain pen .  I want my 
p layers to  have character.  We haven 't 
done anyth ing wro ng. " I r ked by t he 
t h reat of l i bel sui ts  an d by genera l ly 
u n favorable react ion to t h e  issue. Lhe 
u n ivers ity ordered M u r ra y to pr int a ll 

a po l ogy. When he refused. cit i ng t h e  
F i rst Amend ment. h e  was fired for 
" i n subord i nat i o n .  " 

M ur ra y  took t he case t o  court .  U . S .  

District Judge Ba l la nt ine fo und the 
un iversity guilty of a b ridging M urra y 's 
rights, but  refused to reinstate him as 
editor or award him d a mages and court 
costs. Ba l la ntine failed to fi nd the 
Cardinal issue fun ny,  describing it as 
" re plete with o bsce n i t y ,  l i be l  a n d  
i n fant i le,  heavy handed attempts a t  
sa t i re . "  B o t h  s i d e s  a p p e a led t h e 
decisio n .  

I n  a September 9 t h  rul i ng, C i rcuit  
J udge Ed wards made it clear t hat he 
d id n 't think t he Cardinal was funny 
e i t h e r ,  ca l l i n g it a "so p h o m o r ic,  
s o m e w h at o bsce ne,  and n o t  very 
hu morous issue . "  H o wever, Edwards 
vaca ted Bal lentine 's j udgement and 
re ma nded the cases to the lower court 
fo r considerat ion of M u rray's cla i ms 
fo r nomi na l d a mages and atto rney fees. 

A somewhat s i m i lar s i tuat ion a rose 
last spr ing when t he staff of The 
Setollian. the 5t udent newspa per at 
S e t o n  H a l l  U n i ve r s i t y  i n  S o u t h  
Orange, N ew Jersey. ran their a n n u a l  
Lam poon edit ion: The Seton Hall 
Enquirer. 

" H A  H A '  W A N N A  S U E  U S'I We 
won't mind . . .  i f  Caro l B u rnett took 
five years t o  get to co u rt ,  how long do 
you t h ink it  wil l  take you?" wrote 

the ex istence of others. Two student 
newspa pers, t he Sy racuse U n iversity 
Daily Orange and t he U n iversity of 
Penn s y l v a n i a  Dailv Pennsylvanian 
h a v e f i led s u i t t o  o b t a i n  t h e s e  
d ocuments or a t  least be i n formed 
whether or not they ex ist.  "T he C I A 's 
refusa l , "  a l leges t he Daily Orange "acts 
as a serious th reat to the academic 
freed o m  o f  a l l  m e m be rs o f  t h i s  
commu nity. " 

On August 25,  a federa l district court 
fo und the C I A 's a rguments " p l a usible 
a nd p e rs u a s i ve , "  b u t o rd ered t h e  
agency to s u b m i t  an in camera (cl osed 
courtroom) affadavit .  An in camera 
re view w i l l  preserve the secrecy of the 
materia l b u t  e na b le t h e c o u rt to 
determine whet her it has been " proper
ly classifie d . "  

A cc o rd i n g  t o  t he T a s k  F o r c e  
news letter, atto rneys for t he Daily 
Orange are req uesting that the  j udge 
consider, as  he reviews the documents, 
"whether the need to protect such 
i n formation may be outweighed by the 
public i nterest in t he d isclosure of the 
i n formation . .. 

Editor-in-Chief A lan C a rter on the 
back page of The Enquirer. Cowed, 

perhaps, by t his  cheerful ad monition,  
no one filed suit .  But officia ls at t h is 
Cat hol ic un iversity were not a m used. 

"They were upset ," said cu rrent 
editor  Laura M cConville.  At a staff 
meeting which took place d u ri ng the 
s u m m er re cess, a d m i n i s t ra t o rs i n
formed the Selonian staff that  t h is 
yea r's budget  wo u l d . .  not cover a 
Lam poon issue.  The SelOnian has a 
th irty issue contract with the university 
which for the last twenty yea rs has 
included one parody issue; t h is year a l l  
t h i rty must be  "straight," u t:Jless The 
Setonian can independent ly fi nance a 
h u mour issue. 

As in the Cardinal case, Seton H a l l  
officials claimed t hat t hey might be 
held for l ibel .  The cou rts have held, 
however, t ha t  i n  cases wherc t he 
unive rsity d oes not inte rfere wit h the 
e d i t o r ia l  pol icy o f  t h e  paper,  i t  
general ly can not be held lia ble. 

" W hat ca n you ex pect ? "  as ked 
Carter, "from a school t hat  made 
interna t i o na l  hea d l i nes for ba nning 
"Only t he Good Die Youn g" on its 
radio stat ion fo r 'offensive lyrics ! '" 
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Student Editors Irked 
By GMU Police Pol icy 

A n " inconsislen l "  secu r i ty po l icy at 
George M aso n U n ivers i ty in Fa i r fax 
County, V irgi n ia , has provo ked t he 
edil ors of G M U 's studen t newspape r ,  
Broadside, to cha rge ca mpus police 
wit h  ha rass men t .  

C il i n g  a newly tigh tened secu r ity  
policy, police on severa l occaSIOns 
ei ther rdused Broadside sl aff access to 
t h eir o ffice s in I he S t udent U nion, or 
orde red t hem 10 leave I he bu i ld i ng . " I  
d o n 't k now what t he pro blem is ,"  said 
M a na ging Edilor B rian M urphy, "but I 
d o  know we're hav i n g trouble gel l i ng 
in to o u r  offices to pUl out I hi s  pape r . "  
Broadside h a s  contiltuea LO come out on 

a regular basis. however. 
I n  M u r p h y 's v iew . Broad.l'ide :r 

problem bega n l a st s p r i ng,
. 

a ft e r  
repor te rs i nvesl iga ted I Vi O  I nci dent s 
inv olvi ng i m proper use of guns by 
c a m p u s  police office rs . The i n ves t i ga
t ions resulted in t he d ismissal  of olle 
officer and the suspens io n of anot her. 
Dea n of Stu dent Life Kennel h E. 
Bumgarner and Pol ice Direcl or Art hur 
J . b. Sanders denied a ny connection 
bel ween I hese i ncide n ts and Broadside '5 
s u bseq u e n t  access pro b lem � . 'Tm 
con vi nced there\; no issue here." 
Bumgarner told repo rt ers. 

After I h e  a n n u al sl aff tu rn-over last 
su mmer, I he new s t a ff su bmil led a 
request for t wen t y-fou r ho � r access. 
Murphy e x pla i ned t h a t a s peCia l �eq uesl 
was n eces sary 10 get i n l o  I he offices for 
late-ho u r  prod uction work.  A semester 
l i s l o f  Broadside staff who would 
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require I wenly-fou r hour access , sign ed 
by Si udent U n ion D irector J o �n 
S paldo, was rejecled by I he secur i ty 
office. The slaff was l old thai wee k ly 
acces� l isls of speci fic hours would have 
10 be t ur ned over t o  po l ice h ead q u ar

ters . 
M urphy s u b m i l led the first wee k ly 

access list on A ugus t 27. After closmg 
hOD rs on A u gust )0, a pol ice o fficer 
en t ered Broad�id{' offi�s and ordered 
the staff t o  leave. M u rp hy pro t es ted 
thai  he ha d s u  bm i l  te<! an access l is t .  The 
officer lefl but ret u rned I wenty m i n u t es 
later and aga in ordered t he s t a ff to 
lea ve. c la i m ing thai no access lisl cou ld 
be found. 

O n  S u nday, Sep tembe r 7, pol ice 
aga i n  en t e red Broadside offices a fter 
c losi n g h ours and ordered the sla f.f to 
leave.  Accord ing 1 0  M u rphy, one o l l he 
officers said.  " I 've read your access l ist 
and il says you 're a l lowed in here 
S u nday nigh t ... - i t 's M onday mornmg 
n ow. " M u rphy t hen cal led S pa ld o , who 

i nst ruct ed t he office rs t o  a l low t he 
production slaff t o  rcm� in in t he 
bu ild ing u n t i l I hey were f ln.lsh�d .  

Sand ers ex p la i ned t he IO Clden t by 
saying I h a t  Ipe access l ist had _ fa l len 
be h ind a desk. He said t he o fficer I n  
q u eslion had wr it ten l e l l ers of a pol ogy 
t o  Spa ld o and M u rphy. S pa ld o rece ived 
a lel ler, M urp hy d id not.  . '  

The fo l lowing S u nday, Edllor-m
C h ie f Toni Ca rp io was denied access to 
t he bui ld ing by t he securilY officer On 
du ty . The ex pla na t ion was t ha i  t he 
Bwat/side lisl p rov ided for access a fler 
clos ing hours bUI nol before open i n g  
hours _  

On Oct ober 8 ,  M u rp hy met for 
d isc uss ion wilh B u mgarner, Sa nders, 
S p a l d o  a n d  S t u de n t  G ov e r n me n t 
Presi dent Peler  M usolino. B u mgarner 
and Sand ers maintai ned t hal I here was 
no problem . � I f  you t hi n k  you'v e  had 
[on e]. I can on ly a po logize, "  Sanders 
said. He said he knew of no personal  
an imosi ly between G M U  pol ice and 
Broods ide. ;' The officers were carrying 
o ut their d ULY, " he said . add i ng t hat 
access policies we re i den tica l for every 
o rga n iza ti on . 

Si udent  Government Pres ide n t Peter 
M usolino said his o rgan i zat ion has had 
no trouble with ca mpus police. � I  
couldn 't believe i t  when I hea rd 
[ Broad�idp 1 was having �ro blems .. " said 
M usolino. " We've been In t he bU l ld mg 
late at nigh t and officers ha ve come up 
to us 10 cha t .  We've been let in w i t h no. 
p r o b l e m  on l i t e r a l l y d ozens 0 1  
occasions.  
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