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Student Press Law Center calls up over 
143 percent since 1988 Hazelwood case 
New system allows SPLC to better monitor problems of student press 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -The Srudent 
Press Law Center responded to 1.364-
requests for free legal advice and assis
tance from 1,336 high school and col
lege studentjomnalists and their advis
ern in 1992. 10 addition, the SPLC re4 
sponded 10 349 requests from 297 re
porters and others seeking comment or 
background information on student 
press-related matters. 

The 1992 figure is similar to the 1,316 
legal defense calls received in 1991. 
Legal assistance ranged from providing 
basic legal advice or information over 
the telephone to drafting opinion letters 
to making referrals to local attorneys 
who are members of the SlUdent Press 
Law Center's pro bono Attorney Refer
ral Network, wbich now lists over 100 
volunteers available to represent sm
dents in at least 40 states. 

Over the past fi ve years, calls 10 the 
SPLC have increased over 143 percent. 
Much of the increase is believed to be 
the result of the U.S. Supreme Court's 
1988 decisioninHazelwoodSchool Dis
trict v. Kuhimeur, a case that provided 
school officials with significantly greater 
authority to censor many high school 
student publications. 

Among the report's other findings: 
the number of questions from students 
with censorship-related problems topped 
the list ar 461 (27 percent). followed by 
questioos concerning libel and invasion 
of privacy (233/14 percenr) , freedom of 

The Report Staff 
Michelle BreideDbach is a senior 

journalism major minoring in political 
science at Kent State University where 
she is a reponer for The Daily Ken! 
Slater and The Burr. Michelle can't 
decide whether she likes magazines or 
newspapers but knows she wants to 
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information law (211/12 percent), 
miscellaneous legal questions (198/ 
1 2 percent), campus crime coverage 
(152/9 percent), copyright law (73/4 
percent) and reponer confidentiality 
(36fl percent), 

Calls from StUdent journalists at 
public colleges made up almost half 
of the SPLC' s total calls (748 calls/46 
percent). Public high school students 
accounted for 344 calls (21 percent), 
private college students 217 caP.y�? 
percent) and private high sch��u-
dents 17 calls (1 percent). 245 calls 
were recorded from the commercial 
media, attorneys, and other non-stu
dents. 

Calls came from each of the futy 
states, the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico. New York lOpped the 
list with J 2) calls recorded, followed 
by California (117), Pennsylvania 
(lll), Ohio (94), Florida (83), Illi
nois (76), Texas (73), Virginia (72), 
the DistrictofColumbia (61), Ind.i.ana 
(51) and Missouri (46). 

As expected, the number of calls to 
the SPLC closely tracked the typical 
school year, with calls peaking in the 
fall and spring and markedly dro� 
ping from June through August. Feb
ruary was the busiest month w ith 203 
calls recorded. 

Since 1974, the Student Press Law 
Center has been the only national 
legal assistance agency and informa-

write for one or the other when she 
graduates in May 1994. 

Sean Bryant. Michael Janssen, 
Andy Stark and Mina Trudeau are 
seniors at Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and Technology 
in Alexandria, Virginia. The students 
contributed to the Report as pan of 
their Advanced Placement Journal
ism course. 

tion clearinghouse devoted exclusively 10 
protecting and educating the student press 
about their freedom of expression and free
dom of information rights. 1992 marked 
the first year thar the SPLC recorded its 
calls using a computer database. The sys
tem allows for the tracking of cases, con
troversies and legislation affeCting the stu
dent press. In addition, it will allow the 
SPLC to monitor long -term trends in scho
lastic journalism .• 

SPLC volunteer 
attorneys now 
available to speak 
on media law topics 

Over the years, many of you have called 
asking whether theS tuden t Press Law Cen
ter could provide a speaker on media law 
topics for your journalism class or a local 
scholastic press conference. While we 
accomodate as many of these requests as 
we can, our limited staff and budget has 
forced us to turn down a number of them. 
Thanlcfully, we now have help. As 0ur,pro 
bono Attorney Referral Network contin
ues to grow (we now count over 100 volun
teers in 35 states and the District of Colum4 
bia), we have compiled a list of media law 
attorneys from around the country who 
have offered 10 conduct free workshops 
and seminiars for student journalists on a 
variety of media law IOpics, including cen
sorship, libel, copyright and freedom of 
information law. 

If you are interested in fmding a speaker 
to address your group, we encourage you to 
contact US to see if we have an $PLC 
Attorney Referral Network volunteer in 
your area. We suggest you provide at least 
four weeks advance notice .• 

SPLC Report 3 
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Public Justice 
Georgia Supreme Court opens campus j udic i a l  procecd ioo 

the ru l ing may be the start of a nati onal  trend 

GEORGIA - A Student press v ictory at the University 
of Georgia gave repon.ers acc.c..c;s lO campus di�ipl inary 
hearings and set a precedent Lhst could lead LO new lI'end of 
open campus judicial proceedings nationwide. 

The Red &Black S1uocnl newspaper gained access 10 the 
Un iversity of Georgia's student organization court hear
ings i n  March when the state suprcm- coun revc.rsed a 
lower court 's decision that allowed tc cords from 
Lhe hearings but oot the oclllal procccd.ings. 

The decision in The Red & 
Black. Publishing COJ1'/{Xlny Y. 
Board of R cgenfs of the U lIivl'r
sicy Syscem of Georgia , 427 
SE.2d 257 (Ga. 1 993), found 
that the disci p I tnary hc.a.rirI gs an d 
records illd not faU under provi
sionsoullined in the FamilyEdu
cational Rights and Pri vsc y Act , 
commonly known :lS the Buck
ley Amendmen t... which says thai 
federal funding can be withhe ld 

from schools thaI disclose Slu
dent edllcalion records. 

The court said that records 
relating to "indivi dua l student 
acadcm ie performance, fi nancial 
aid, or scholastic probation" . 
not discipl injry records-· were 
tlle Iype of education fix-ortis 
thaI Congr\:.s.:; in te nded to pro
t.ect with the B uckky Amend
men t. 

The discipl'inary record there
fore m u.. .. t be relc.'l.�ed under tlle 
stale open record" I'aw .  11lecourt 
also s"id th3l s ince lh tudent 
coun opc r;Itc..� und r the stale board of regentS, it i a 
"govern ing body and mll t comply \ ith G eorgia ' open 
meetings law. 

S LllIJent c(! itors of The Red & Black l ied sWl in MlY 
1 99 1  after reporters were d n ied ace t hearings on 
haz ing charg - agai nsl two fraLem iti on campus. 

Supcrior Court Judge Frank Hajj ruled in February 1992 

4 SPlC Report 

thaI the Buckley Amcndmcnl d i d  not apply to the j ud icial 
body 's records. bUUMI decision said l.h new paper could 
not have access 10 discipl i.nary hearings because the judi
c ial board was n t a govcrning body as d fined by State 
law. 

Red & Black c.dito appealed Lhe rul i ng arguing thaI 
having access to the heari ngs as wel l as to the records 
would al low reporters to m nitor the processes used in the 
hearings, which the paper's allOrney Anthony E ,  DiRe.sta 

said i the job f the press. 
"The policy of the stale is 

Lhm lht: publjc's bu. incss 
must be open, not only 10 
prOlect agai nst pOfentia,1 
abuse, but 10 maint.aiD the 
publ ic's confidence in its 
offi c i al , "  the S upreme 
COWl opinion read. 

J url8l hon Bums, edilDr in 
ch id of the,[)ewspaper, said 
he IlOpe s the reSl of the na
tion fa,JL1j in l ine with !:he 
Gcorgia Supremc Court rul 
jng. 

"Each state is di ffcrt'nt ," 
Burn . id. " B  ut people arc 
pu hing in olher stales to 
see what k ind of access they 
can gcl." 

" Il's only righl that stu
den have access [0 this 
type of campw i n fomHl
lion. r hope the Slale of 

eorgin sets a precedent," 
Bum said. 

The R d &Black d -
cision i' IrSI in th nalion to open campus judicia] 
proceed ing and may rompt imi lar cas in  other ICS, 
SPL Execut ive Director M rk Goodman aid . 

Goodman and Society of Profcs ional J  umal i  Pr i-
dent corgiana i nes have pledged their organ izations' 
suppoft lO other c l iege media that wanL LO pursue the i uc 
on their own amp .• 

Sprlng 1 993 



States consider foundation records 
Ohio, Florida courts grant access; Louisiana legislators restrict 

Two wins. one loss. That is the latest 
tally for those fighting to gain access to 
university fOIlIIdadon records as state 
courts in Ohio and Florida ruled that 
foondation records were open while the 
Louisiana state legislature passed a law 
restricting such access. 

In December. the Supreme Conrt of 
Ohio ruled in Toledo Blade Company v. 
University of Toledo Foundation. 65 
Ohlo St 3d 258; 602N.E.2d 1159 (Ohio 
1992), that the University of Toledo 
FoundatioD was a "public office" under 
the Ohio open records law. As a "public 
office" it must release its records, in
cloding the names of donors, to the 

public, the court said 
The court found that despite an at

tempt by the foundation in 1990 to dis
tance itself from die lDliversity, there 
remained sufficient links between the 
two entities to classify the foundaLion as 
a public office. For example, the court 
noted, while the foundation now paid the 
university rent for its office space and 
certain other operating expenses, the uni
versity paid public retirement benefits 
for foundation employees who had pre
viously been university employees. 

In ruling for the newspaper, the court 
found that there is "significant public 
interest in knowing from whom �� 

Animal rights activists 

gain access to llleetings 
Vermont Supreme Court unlocks doors 

VERMONT - The Vennont Su
preme Court ruled in August that the 
Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee of the University of V er
mont is subject to the state's open 
meetings and open records laws. 

The Animal Legal Defense Fund 
and People for Animal Rights med 
suit against the University of Ver
mont asserting that it refused public 
access to committee meetings, failed 
to properly annOWlCe the meetings 
and failed to make available me mi n
utes of the meetings. The group also 
asserted that the committee wentlnto 
executive session without providing 
a reason when a member of People 
for Animal Rights appeared at a 
meeting. A state superior court de
cided that the committee is subject to 
the SWlltes. The university appealed 
the decision to the Supreme Cowt of 
Vennont. The court upheld the origi
nal decision, holding that the com-
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miUee and the university itself were 
subject to both the Open Meeting Law 
and the Public Records Act, and the 
awarding of attOrney's fees to the su
ing organizations was proper. 

The school had claimed that the 
committee was not a public body be
cause it was not a "committee of" the 
university. It also said that the com
mittee was not a poUcy-mwng body 
and that its actions are administrative. 

However, the committee was 
fonned by the university, its authority 
was delegated by the board of trustees 
and its actions can be reviewed by 
university officials, the court found. 
The committee is accounrable to. and 
therefore a committee of, the Univer
sity of Vermont. Furthermore, the 
committee's reports have direct im
pact uIX>n the types and methods of 
experimentation on animals, as wen 
as the continued receipt of federal 
funding, the court said .. 

lions come and how that relates to where 
the university. as a public institution, 
chooses to spend its money. Nondisclo
sure by the foundation would obscme 
the sometimes significant link betwun 
a gift and its evenrual use." 

In Florida, an appe.Il.atecourt ruled in 
January in PalmBeach Commu.nity Co {
lege Foundation.lnc. v. Wnv,61I So. 
M 588 (Cr. App. F1a. 1993), that the 
Palm Beach Community College Foun
dation was clearly an "ageJIcy" subject 
to the Florida Public Records Law. 

While the court noted that section 
240.331(3) of the Florida statutes ex· 
plicitly allowed the foundation to re
move from documents Ihe names or 
other information that might identify a 
specific FOWldation donor. the court 
said that the exemption must be inter
preted narrowly. The court rejected the 
foundation's argument, based on that 
exemption. that it was not required to 
release records used by auditors in con
ducting yearly audits of the foundation. 

Ruling in favor of the Palm Beach 
Post, which brought the suit, the court 
said that "when in doubt, courts are 
obliged to fInd in favor of disclosure 
rather than secrecy." 

In Louisiana, however, the state leg
islature essentially overruled the 1990 
Louisiana Supreme Court decision in 
Guste v. Nicholls College Foundation, 
564 So. 2d 682 (La 1990), a case that 
had opened university found3tion 
records for" public inspection. The legis
IMure passed a new law that restricts 
access to the records of public uruVel"'
sity foundations, alumni associations 
and other similac non-profiL organiza· . 
lions that raise private funds. The new 
law, codified at La. R.S. 17:3390, says 
thatonly those records !hat directly per
tain to the receipt, investment or expen
diture of public funds are subject to the 
public open records law. No other books 
and records of alumni associations and 
public university foundations are re
quired to be open to the public .• 

SPI. C Report S 
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Sunshine 
and the Student S enate 

Opening student government meetings 

can be as simple as knowing the law 

The student government at a public 
school is mired in controversy. The 
universily'S srudent organizations have 
requested funding for the next school 
year, and among those are two new 
groups: a campus right-to-Hfe organiza
tion and a club for gay and lesbian stu
dents. In recent weeks, there have been 
demonstrations on campus both in favor 
of and opposed to the funding of these 
groups. Student government officials 

know the issues involved are divisive 
and realize that they will face criticism 
for their decisions. In an unprecedented 
move, the student government president 
has ordered that all future meetings in

volving the budgeting proce� be held 
behind closed doors. 

The student press fights to get access 
to the meetings arguing . that _ swdents 
have a right to know which groups will 
receive money and how the funding 
allocations were decided because the 
student activities fund is comprised of 
mandatory fees collected from the stu
dents. In defense of its decision, the 
student government points to one of its 
bylaws that allows it to close any meet
ing where "sensitive" issues will be dis
cussed. The student press. looking for 
some way to defeat the president's new 
policy. tluns to the state's open meet
ings law. 

Open meetings laws provide legal au
thority for attending, photographing, re
cording or broadcasting the meetings of 
"govemmental bodies." Student jour-

6 SPLC Report 

nali sts, however, sometimes 
overlook these laws because it is 
often unclear as to whether they 
a� to the meetings they are 
most interest.erl in attending. Al
though a stateopen meetings law 
will almost certainl y require that 
a city council conduct open pub
lic meetings, few states have spe
cifically addressed whether their 
law also applies to the meetings 
of certain university or student 
councils. boards or other official 
orquasi-officW"bodies." Ifcalls 
to the Student Press Law Center 

for legal help can be used as 
guide. the "body'" thai concems 
student joumalists the most -
and that causes the most head
aches - is a school 's student 
government association. 

While the powers and respon
sibilitiesof aswdentgovernment 
vary by school, most are vested 
with the authority to aUoc.ateand 
distribute mandatory studentac
tivity fees that are usually col
lecled by the college oruniversity as pan 
of the nonnal lllition process. Indeed, at 
larger schools, student governments con-
1101 the distribution of hundreds of thou
sands of dollars. And like a city council, 
they often have the authority to enact 
swdent-based policies and regulations 
that can have a major impact on the lives 
of those who live and work: in the urn vet
sity or coUege community. Student gov· 

C L O S E D_ 
M E E TING 

emments or their committees are also 
occasionaUy en listed to advise the 
school 's president, board of regents Or 
stale lawmakers about polic ies or laws 

that affect the university. 

It is understandable, then, that one of 
the biggest beats for many college or 
university newspapers is the student gov
ernment. For just as the local city paper 
would be remiss i f failed to send report-

SprIng 1993 



ers to cover the meetings of its city cOWlcil,sllldent newspapers tioned govemmenlal body. 
understand their responsibility to their readers 10 report on the An effon should also be made 10 deknnine the scope and 
proceedings of their student government Unfortunarely. while source of the srudent government' s acknowledged powers and 
the city paper reporter will not have 10 think twice about duties. Where it can be shown that the board of regents has 
gaining access to the city council, student reporters may find delegated to a student government a power it normally would 
the doorto their student govemment's meeting locked. And in reserve for itself, such as the allocation and distribution of 
some cases it is not altogether clear whether a legal key, in the money collected by the school or actual policy-making author-
form of an open meetings law. will open t.haI: door. ity, a court might be inelined to rule that the student govern-

A 1992 survey conducted by the Student Press Law Center ment functions as an official governing body. Further. in states 
showed that there were few guidelines to indicate or predict whose laws cover "advisory bodies," even less of an oflicial 
whether student govemmentmeetings would be covered under relationship will probably have to be proven. 
a state's open meetings statute. The laws vary from state to Only the open meetings laws in California, Nevada, Virginia 
sweandcanchangefrequentlyascourtsandauoroeysgeneral and W ashington list student governments in the category of 
issue new opinions and legislatures revise and often rewrite public bodies that must be open. Despite the fact that student 
their statutes. Indeed, attorneys general in states whose open governments are not mentioned in 46 states, there is statutory 
meeting laws contained fairly similar language were neverthe- language in many of the open meetings laws th�t arguably 
less found to have come down on opposite sides when asked to encompasses student government meetings. For example, stat-

respond to the issue of the ... ----------�-.... ������-��-"!!!!'I utes that expressly 
applicability of their law to 

UN I\lEn (' I TY AUD cover "committees" 
student government pro- V M or "subunits" of a 
ceedings. (It should be noted public body will usu-
that while the opinion of an aUy open the meet-
attorney general is not bind- ings of student gov-
ing law. it can often per- emments.espedally 
suade a cowt to adopt its where they have 
interpretation). IINHMI1'Y �'�f!E'f1r.J been delegated some 

While the process of 00- ..... • ii2 �ljTc'T"'KIN�;IiA;&jij;< decision-making au-
termining your right of ac- ',VlDeD (I!ClU!P'i",61 th ority from the 

befrus . . the • AVO 10 fC1:( 1(f!11N6'1 ��ft·d f E cesscan traUngm • llE:poRre:R.6! lJI...IiU 0 regents. x-
absence of clear and stable • STU Dc r.rr6! I amplesof states with 
guidelines, there are a few l!Jue � OJJJ...,'(. this type of statute 
basic ideas to keep in mind. \. ...0 are Arizona, Colo-
AJthough open meetings ..... .1.1.11"""'",wwI.l.l.l ......... al.lllUII.I.IiI.I.II�I.:l.. _________ �::iIQj�� rado, Massachusetts, 

laws do not generally apply to private colleges and universities Minnesota, New Hampshire, Ohio and Vennonl 
(there may be ex.ceptions tied to receipt of state fundiog), Often a statute will open sruden[ governments by covering 
almost all open meetings Jaws include provisions that apply to the meetings of all bodies that are supported by or expend 
the top governing body of a public college-level institution. public money or tax revenue. Statutes with this wording can be 
such as a board of regents. In many of those states whose found in the following states: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, 
sunshine laws do not specifically mention colleges or univer- Missouri. Nevada, New Jersey, North Dakota, Oklahoma, 
sities, the state's courts or attorney general's office has issued South carolina, Utah and Wisconsin. 
an opinion saying that the open meetings law extends to UnfortUnately. even though a particular state's law might 
institutions of higher education. Only in Montana and North contain the wording mentioned above, tha.t is still no guarantee 
Carolina are there records of a decision saying journalists are that the student govemment meetings will be open. As dis� 
not entitled, as a matter of law • to attend meetings of the college cussed above, many of these statures are vague and imprecise 
or university's top governing body. and. as a result, can be intetpreted in many ways by a court or 

In formulating an argument for access journalists should attorney general. In addition, even if student governments are 
look very carefully at the relationship between the student found to be "public bodies" that must comply with an open 
govemment and, for eJUlll1ple. the board of regents to deter- meetings law, there may nevertheless be a specific exemption 
mine the legal source for the student government's existence. in the statute that would aUow them to close an occasional 
Some stlldent governments can Irace their origin back to an meeting to discuss a particular topic. For example, the right to 
official act of the board of regents, which created them. close meetings to discuss "personnel matters" is a common 
Establishing such a direct link: should add considerable weight 
to an argument that the student government is a state-sane· 

SprIng 1993 

exemption. 
(Su STUDFNf GOVERNMENT, page 8) 
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Unlocking the Door to Student 
Government Meetings 

A Checklist 

D Know the law. Obtain a copy of your state's open meeting law and read it 

D Based on the specific stabltory language of your law, formulate your arguments as 
to why your student government must let you attend their meetings. For example, 
would they qualify as an "advisory board," a "committee" or a "subunit" of the board 
of regents? Are they financially supported by the school? Are they responsible for 
allocating public money collected by the school? Obviously ,  if you anticipate 
problems, you may have to do some significaiTttesearch into some of these questions. 
Also, remember that some of the most persuasive reasons for access, such as 
accountability and public confidence, have nothing to do with the law. 

D If you are asked to leave a meeting, ask why. If you believe your are being wrongly 
dismissed, calmly and professionally present your arguments, being sure to cite to the 
relevant portions of your open meetings law. Make sure they are aware of any penalties 
for noncompliance that might exist in the law, including fines, jail time and the 
responsibility for paying your attorneys fees, if you take them to court. If you are still 
told to leave, ask that your objections be written into the minutes - and then leave. 

D Upon leaving, you should immediately record what happened, including the names 
and titles of who directed you to leave and what was said. 

D Write a letter of objection to the meeting's chair. Explain what happened and once 
again present your arguments as to why you believe you were wrongfully denied 
access, citing to any relevant legal authority. Ask that they immediately correct the 
situation. Explain that if they fail to fix the problem, you are fully prepared to pursue 
whatever legal remedies are necessary. Provide them with a reasonable deadline for 
responding to your complaint You might want to send courtesy copies to your school's  
president and legal counsel as well as the Student Press Law Center or an attorney you 
may be working with. Mail the letter via registered mail, return receipt requested, or 

hand deliver it 

D Let others - especially your readers - know that they have been denied access 
to a meeting and thus will not get infonnation they need. Write an editorial in favor of 
openness. Creative publicity often works wonders. 

[J If you are still denied access, contact an attorney or the Student Press Law Center 
for assistance in determining your legal rights and, if necessary, the proper avenue for 
legal appeal. Some states provide for administrativeappeaI. In others, your only option 
is to go to court . •  

8 SPLC Report 

Student 
Government 
(Cofllinued from page 7) 

Remember, however, the time to 
become acquainted with your state's 
open meetings law and how it works is 
before you are kicked out of the meet
ing you have been assigned to cover. 
Every newsroom should have a copy 
of their state open meetings law avail
able for their staff. If yours does not, 
you can contact the Student Press Law 
Center, your state press association or 
a local attorney to help you obtain one. 

Finally, even where a law does not 
clearly provide for access - and par
ticularly at private schools where a 
state's open meetings law is generally 
of no use - strong non-legal argu
ments can be made that students should 
have the right to know what their elected 
student government is doing. It is often 
said that the best government is an 
open government. When student re
porters are barred from a student gov
ernmentmeeting, let your readers know. 
They are the ones ultimately harmed 
by being denied information about how 
their money is being spent and how 
student policies that will affect them 
are being formulated. Ask that they 
demand to know what their elected 
representatives feel it is now necessary 
to hide from them. It is also often 
effective to contact the local media and 
perhaps the alumni association to let 
them know of your problems in gain
ing access. Persistence can pay off. 

A more detailed analysis of each 
state' s  open meetings law and its 
applicability to student govern
ments , including citations to rel
evant statutes, cases and attorney 
general opinions is now available 
in the SPLC packet, Access to 
Student Government Meetings. 

Send a check, money order or 
purchase order for $2 per copy to 
the SPLC .• 
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Looking for Loopholes 
Schools continue to avoid recording and releasing campus crime statistics 

despite recent legislation requiring such information 

WASI·UNG1'ON. O.C. - Craig u'lin W3.'i :-;hot and, 
killed after a fight broke out at the Buckbum A.cu\'iLics 
CentCI ,on the H ward University Campus lusl October. 
AfLt.'.f il60-fool run, Au 'lin coUapsed on the pa\leJnCD[ of a 
tum-arQund drive that separaleS campus bUildings. 

A Lape measure indicated thai Austin died beyond the 
university's J'lropcny line. Thus the urUvcrsity classified 
the murder as �L crime on 
€; i t Y proper!)' , 

This crim > a. well as 
hundIeds of olhers com
miued by and! again t 
college �lLdcnts acros 
the couotry will nOI be 
listed in the 1992·93 
campus crime, statistic 
Ihal.scJ1oolsare requ.ired 
(0 rcpon under the 1990 
Student Right 1.0 Know 
and Campus Security 
ACL 

Alltlough the act re· 
quires schQoIs ltiat re
ceive federal funding to 
release Slatistics about 
campus c.rimes upon re
quest, many have found 
loopholes. 

The off-campos 
Howard 'Uoiversity in
cidem pinpoimsjuslone 
tactic. school,s hLl\'e been 
reported to use to avoid 
rccordinge.rirncs in lh il 
rcport.�. 

William Whilnllln, dirl..'t:lOr( tJ'll� CarnJ)us Safe.ty Wld 
Securi\.y Institute, a con:r;ulling firm on campus security 
i.SSllCS. said that by comparing nat:iooal crime niles to the 
low SLatistics released by schools in September 1992, it is 
obvious that some schooL are covering up'. 

For example. statistics from a 1991 ludy of sexual 
a!1.�lu1t victimsconducledby Lbcin. ilutcindicatcdlhatQne 
ill (our pcopl surveyed said they were a viclim of C)(ual 
assault during the live-year college-age bracket, Whitman 
said. 

Campus crime SlatisLics released by 2.400 U.S. colleges 
and universities and compiled by the Chronicle of Higher 
EduCQJion rl!ponc.d only aboul 1,000 cases of rape on 
campuses in the SeplCn100r 1992 report. 

E\'cn schools that rcpon. haJf of the eslimared amount of 
rape incidents are reponing a significant number, but not 
coming close 10 the !.rue number, Whitman said-In fact. rew 

schools reponed more 

conol oot but 1001 issue a ciLBlion. 

than 10 rape incidents 
on their campuses. 

Whitman added that 
sexual assau[ I statistics 
tend nOI to vary geo
graphically or socio
economically as crimes 
such as theft and arson 
do, and that many 
schoolsrcportingzero 
or one rape are either 
hiding crimes or ignor
ing them. 

AJ though rape inci
dents often go unre
poned. some campus 
adminiSlfSlOrs have 
been lcnown 10 leUcam
pus security officers 
specifically not to reo 
pan undcragedrinking 
violations to avoid high'
statiSllcS as well. 
Whitman said. The of
ficers have been in
sLruCted to pour the aJ· 

Sorneschools cnoosing 10 ignore crimes avoid having 10 
report, !.hem by nOt implemcnting crime awareness organi· 
7.aLion:; wi!.h the idea thaI if you do notloolc for problems you 
will nol find them. 

The StudcOl Righl to Know and Campus Sccuril)' Act of 
199(} requires thaI all schools receiving federal funding 
make campus aiJl�l� sLBListics available upon request The 
law specifically stales thai thc number of incidents occur
ring on campus of murder, rape, robbery, aggravatc:d as-

(St� LOOPJ-IOL£S. POE' IDJ 
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Richmond Paper Denied Access 
Court rules private school's police force not subject to state FOI law, 
but says paper has 'persuasive argument' that access is important 

VIRGINIA - A Slate court ruling in 
February held that campus police at the 
University 0 (Richmond are not required 
to disclose the names of students who 
commit crimes under Virginia's free
dom of information laws. 

In Hanks v. University of Richmond. 
No. HD-87-3 (Cir. Court Richmond Feb. 
18 ,  1993). the ftrst case in the nation 
i nvolving access to campus police 
records at a private institution, Judge 
TJ. M.arlcow decided that the campus 
police department is not a "public body" 
supported by "public funds" and there
fore is not subject to Virginia Freedom 
of Information Act provisions. 

Douglass Hanks III, editor of the Uni
versity of Richmond's student newspa
per. The CollegiQll , filed the suit in 
February when the school began a policy 
of withholding the names of students 
who commit crimes. 

The campus police departm ent 
changed its policy of releasing names 
after the student government objected to 
seeing students' names in print for "em
barrassing" crimes such as alcohol vio
lations. 

The university argued that such rerords 
are available through the Richmond city 
and Henrico county police departments 

Loopholes 
(CC1fJu.�frompDge 9) 
sault, burglary and motor vehicle theft 
and arrests for alcohol and drug abuse 
and weapon possession reported to " cam
pus security authorities or local police 
agencies" be released each year. 

Since the law requires me release of 
crimes reported to "campus security au
t.horitics," some schools have gone as 
far as to change the titles of university 
staff to whom victims report crimes. 
Now their ti tIes include the word "coun
selor" to avoid having to repon such 
crimes as sexual assault. Whitman said. 
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once the school files them. 
Hanks said in his S18.tementto the court 

that disclosure of this information is nec
essary to ensure the safety ofthecommu
nity, "to measme the need for new safety 
musures and tomonitor theperfonnance 
of the law enfort:ement agency serving 
the community." 

Judge Markow said in his decision that 
although Hanks had a persuasive argu
ment in saying that the school is exercis
ing-public powers and that the infonna
lion he seeks is consistent with the public 
interest. Malkow said that applying those 
reasons to !his case would have Tequired 
the court to change the law rather than 
interpret it. 

A 1991 ruling said that schools could 
nOljustify withholding the names of stu
dents charged with campus crimes under 
the federal Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act, commonly referred to 
as the Bucldey Amendment, but left fur
ther action up to the states. Most state's 
e,usting open records laws apply to cam
pus police agencies at pu blie schools, but 
California and Massachusetts are cur
rently the only states to have enacted 
laws opening campus crime logs at both 
public and private institutions. 

Although the University of Richmond 

These campus poljce departmentS eo
courage rape victims to get help from a 
counselor or a resident adviser of their 
dorm-neither of whom are required to 
collect slatistics-inst.ead of reponing 
the incident to the polire, he said. 

Some schools disagree with the re
quirements in releasing statistics, but 
many are simply not aware of the law, 
especially those schools without campus 
police departments. Whitman added. 

A number of schools do, however, 
repon accurate crime Slatisucs. Large 
Slate schools such as the University of 
Pennsylvania and the University of Ver
mont have been commended for their 

police department is an official police 
agency, its employees are paid by the 
priVa1e Wliversity wruch exempts it from 
complying with the requirements of 
Virginia law. 

Alice Lucan, The Collegian's attor
ney. said no decision has yet been made 
whether to appeal the case .• 

honesty, Whitman said. 
"It is a source of frustration fO!" schools 

trying to report accurately," Whitman 
said. "It looks like schools with higher 
rates are hotbeds of crime, but in real ity 
they have really accurate reporting." 

Jennifer Bresnahan, editor of the 
Cynic at the University ofVennont said 
that although her school's high statis
tics appear more accurate than other 
school's slalistics, the numbers should 
be even higher. She also said that many 
women are referred to an off-campus 
women 's crisis center instead ofreport
ing the crime to campus police .• 
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Access right rej ected 
Proposed legislation could diminish impact 
offederal court ruling for Bemidji State Univ. 
MINNESOTA - A federal court ruled 
in April that the First Amendment 
provides no right of access to campus 
crime reports · because "there is no 
historical tradition of access to . .. incident 
and respOnse reports generated by 
educational ·institutions. " 

The decision in Studelska v. Duly, No. 
3-92CIV 302(0. Minn., April 23, 1993), 
appeai's to be the rlI'St in the country to 
allow a poblic eollege or univ�ty to 
deny access to campus police reports. 

The case was filed in May 1992 by 
Jana Studelska, a reporter for the 
Northern Student at Beniidji State 
University; StudelSka sougtlt access to 
incident reports and logs maintained by 
the campus security department, 
clairiting she was entitled to the 
infonnation under the state open records 
law and the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. S he rued her lawsuit after 
she discovered that the weekly summary 
of incidents occurring on campus that 
the security department provided her 
was "sanitized" and that some violent 
crimes were left off altogether. 

In dismissing S tudelska's claims, 
Judge Donald D. Alsop agreed that the 
First Amendment did provide some 
limited right of access to government 
records. But his decision said that when 
a court is confronted with a claim to such 
a right, it must frrst determine whether 
the information sought has "historically 
been open to the press and the general 
public." 

To answer that question, the court 
said it had to determine whether there 
was a historical tradition of access to the 
crime reports of educational institutions, 
not the reports of police agencies as a 
whole. 

Because the security department at 
Bemidji State did not have the authority 
to make arrests, the court found little 
historical basis for public access to the 
reports in question.  The decision 
indicated that arrest reports of a campus 
police agency would have to be open 
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under the Frrst Amendment 
The court also rejected Studelska's 

claim that denial of access to the records 
in question violated her equal protection 
rights under the Fourteenth Amendment 
because similar information collected 
off-campus by local police was available 
to the public. 

The court left open the possibility that 
S tudelska might have a right of access to 
the campus crime reports under the state 
open records law. Because the issue 
involved a question of state law, the 
federal court declined to rule on it. 

Studelska said she was disappoirited 
in the decision. 

"[The judge] could have done a lot of 
good for a lot of peOple by being a little 
more courageous in his ruling," she said. 

But Studelska has hope that the war 
for campus crime infotrnation may been 
won in another forum - the state 
legislature. State Sen. Jane Ranum, D
Minneapolis, has introduced a bill that 
would change state law to require schools 
to open their security records. The bill 
currently is awaiting action on the floor 
of the senate: 

Studelska says she and her attorneys 
at the Minneapolis law firm of Faegre 
and Benson have not yet decided whether 
they will appeal the decision. The firm 
donated its services in the case. 

-n·-\Is 
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Community 
college paper 
goes to court 
for crime info 
PENNSYLVANIA - Editors of 
The Student Vanguard newspaper 
at the Community College of 
Philadelphia decided that they had 
negotiated with the school long 
enough in their battle for access to 
campus crime reports. In April, 
they filed a claim with the 
Phil�hia Cowt of Common 
Pleas for access to incident reports, 
police bloUersand other information 
they believe they are entitled to 
under the Pennsylvania Right to 
Know Act 

The controversy began in 1991 
when the Vanguards then editor, 
William Cunnane, decided the 
school was not providing sufficient 
or accurate information about 
campus crime in the weekly 
summaries it prepared. The paper 
began asking for more detailed 
infonnation about campus · crime 
and enlisted the assistance of the 
SPLC and attorneys at the 
Philadelphia law fmn of Schnader, 
Harrison, Segal & Lewis. 

After months of correspondence 
between the attorneys for the 
students and the school,after which 
the school continued to main� 
that it was not obligated to provide 
detailed crime information, the 
newspaper staff decided it was time 
to go to court. On April 1 2, current 
Editor Janell Brown and Managing 
Edi tor Angelita Hogan, former 
editor Cunnane filed a formal notice 
of appeal from a denial of access to 
public information from a local 
public agency with the county court. 

"I believe campus security is 
inadequate," Brown said. "Readers 
need this information to protect 
themselves from crime." 

A CP.'¥.!: hearing has been set for 
August 1 9  .• 
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Nicholls State 
negotiations 
result in policy 
of new access 
for newspaper 

LOUISIANA - A little persistence 
paid off for the student press at Nicholls 
State Unive�ity. 

After a two-year clash with the ad
ministration, the Nicholls Worth staff 
finally obtained complete records from 
the campus police indicating the names 
of students who have been accused of 
committing crimes on campus. 

Nicholls Worth Ed i t or Brett 
Barrouquere said the paper avoided go
ing to court over the issue after the 
school agreed to release the names again 
this March. 

The Nicholls State University cam
pus police changed their policy of re
leasing students' names in incident re.
ports following the induction of a new 
university police ch ief in January, 
Barrouquere said. The Nicholls Worth 

editor submitted a request to the new 
police chief, Bruce Lewis, after the Jan. 
1 issue was printed wi thout names. The 
request specifically asked for the names 
of students who were accused of crimes, 
the location, date and time of the inc i
dent and the officer assigned to investi
gate to be included in the incident re
portS, he said. 

B arrouquere informed Lewis in his 
request that willful violation of the open 
records law could resul t in a fine of up to 
$500 and the award of attorney fees. 

The fOUowmg week the newspaper 
received the incident reports with the 
names still blacked out. 

After the university denied several 
requests for complete information. the 
editors threatened to sue. 

Finally, a meeting between the vice 
president and the newspaper's adviser, 
Lesley Marcello. resulted in an agree
ment 

Although the university gaid it be-
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Legislation would require open crime logs 

TENNESSEE - Legis1a1ors intro
duced a General Assembly Bill this 
spring that would give students more 
accurate campus crime reportS in two 
ways. 

The fJI'St sectioo would require pub
lie and private campus police depan· 
ments to maintain open crime inci
dent logs, similar to laws enacted in 
California and Massachusetts. 

A second part imilates a new Geor
gia law that requires off-campus law 
en forcement officers to ind icate 
whether a victim is a student and 
iden tify which school the victim at
tends in incident reports. 

. .  The Safe Campuses Reporting Act 
of 1993 (SB l008/HB 622) would 
aUow students access to the number 
of robberies, burglaries and other 
crimes comm iu.ed against students in 
the off-campus school community. 
where 75 percent of the students at the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
live. according to an organization that 
supports the bill. 

The bill, sponsored by Knox ville 

lieves students ' names should nOt be 
released, officials said they agreed to 
release the names in March because the 
issue of whether names are covered by 
Louisiana open records law has nOl been 
tried in courts. 

"I am unwilling to subject the univer
sity to costly litigation in order to prove 
a legal point. M said Joan Ferriot, vice 
president for student affairs. in her an
nouncement to release the names. 

Ferriot argued that releasing crime 
reports without names would allow the 
paper to report the crime while saving 
victims from embarrassment. 

This is not the first timeNicholis Worth 
editors have struggled with the univer
sity over the release of campus crime 
reports. [n November 199 1 ,  the paper 
asked the universi ty to begin releasing 
police reports regardi ng incidents on 
campus. The university agreed to open 
all reportS filed after Dec. 6, 1 99 1 .  

Republicans Maria Paroulas Draper 
in the House and Bud Gilbert in the 
SeDate, would make crime reports 
available and allow both current and 
prospective students to be aware of 
crime in the srudent community and 
prepare themselves for better pro
tection, according to itS supporters. 

Daniel Carter, presidenlof the Safe 
Campuses Now organization at the 
University of Tennessee at Knox
ville, helped propose the bill to state 
legislators after working closely wi th 
parents of campus crime victims and 
a student group at the University of 
Georgia where a simi lar bill passed 
in April 1992. 

Safe Campuses Now is a student
run, non-profit organizauon founded 
at the University of Georgia by the 
parentS of a student who fell victim 
to a violent assault in 1988. The 
Knoxville chapter adopted the Uru
versity of Georgia chapter's goal to 
increase student awareness in order 
to prevent assault within the student 

(Su LEGISU770N. pag� 29) 

Since the 199 1  incident. editors re
ceived complete reports from the cam
pus police department until January 1993 
following induction of the new police 
c hief, Barrouquere said. 

Although Louisiana courts have not 
been faced with the question of whether 
names should be released under the state 
open records law, 199 1 and 1 992 attor
ney geneml opinions said that reportS 
released by a public university's police 
departmen tshould bepublic record avail
able to aU, including a student newspa
per. 

Barrouquere told Nicholls Worth re
ponel'S that he was glad the university 
agreed to release swdents' names be
cause the community deserves to be 
informed about crimes that are commit
ted at Nicholls State University . The 
editor said the paper has reached its 
initial goal, which he said is to inform 
the students .• 
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WANTED : 
Newspaper Thieves 

A sudden rash. of censorship is plaguing campus newspapers across the nation 

as editors report thousands of copies stolen or missin.g 

College slude.nLS are being robbed of information as 
a resuh of � unu uat censorship Lactic carried out by 
embarrassed 3I1d outraged students - newspaper !hefl. 

Stu(lcn l nc .... -sp:IJ..'lCr staffs have reponed a rash of (rei!
newSpaper th.cfl 
on campu :c'. 
across !he coun
try i n  rec ' n l  
months. How
e".:-.r impossiTiJlc 
stcahng' a free 
ncw,'''papcr may 
S O LJ o d ,  lh ou · 
sanli,-ofbundl 
of papers have 
lu vclcd from 
Ihcncws-slaDd 1.0 
the lTash barrel 
IO prCVCnL cxpo
sure or in rim i 
naLing storics. 

The t u dcnt  
body president 
nod a fraternilY 
pledge face pos
�ible expul ion 
al Southeaslern 
Loui.')iana Uni
versi l y  for a[ ·  
Icged l, y  sl�aJ ing nearly 2,000 copi s f!hc st udcnt ncwsp<l
per after it ran a lOry thal cri tic ized t.hc slUdcnI govern
me.llL .  

Mark Maurice wru released on 25 .000 bond :Jfler he 
was accuscd 0 urging fraterniLY pledges 10 'tea l close 10 75 
percent f lhe pie, of March i u of the Lion's  Roar. 
Maurice was harged with pri ncipal l fc lony th fl for 
a l leged ly pc uading frat m ilY plcllge Eddie L eslT:ldc IH 
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to SlC.<:I1 the paper" , LesLradc was rclcac:ed on S5 ,000 bond 
and charged \'\" ilh felony !he ft i n  lhe inciden t.  

The men allegedly stole the newspapers ID hide an 
editorial that criticized the student government of fa i Ling 1.0 

d i s t r i b u t e 
S250.000 in 
a p p r o p r i a 
Lions 1.0 vari
ous s t u d e n t  
o r g a n i z a 
tions. 

FraternilY 
members a[ 
N o r  l h 
Adams Col
lege in Mas
sachUSCIts are 
bel ieved 10 
have stolcn 
near ly every 
copy of an 
October issue 
of lhc Beacon 
10 h i d e a 
fr o n t - p a g e 
slory abou t 
other frater
n i t y mem
bers' arrests. 

Edi lor Hol ly HaJsaJl said lhal no acLion could be laken 
against thc Clllpril� since there wcre no w ilnes5CS or confcs
si ons 10 thc crime. 

Th is problem is common 10 mOSI of the nc.w);papcr thcfLS 
reported this spring. 

An incident i n vol ving mi ing issues of the fale Daily 
:\'. '\\ .1' Magazint was unrc!'ol vcd when no evidence could 
be found at Y a le Un iver. ity. 

(COIIJiJtllcd 011 pagt JJ) 
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(Co"'intudjrOWl pagt 13) 
Magazine Publisher Grace Yang said 

she thinks members of a conservati ve 
political party on campus stole the is
sues to avoid exposing a story written 
about female members of the male-domi
nated organization. 

The Yale Daily News magazine gath
ered enough funds to reprint the stolen 
issues, something many other schools 
reporting theft were unable to do. 

Stoutonian Editor Angela Nevicosi 
ordered $600 worth of reprinted papers 
when a student dumped some 5,000 cop
ies in campus dumpsters at the Univer
sity or Wis(:onsin-Stout. 

The trashed issue was the first 
Stoulonian to be published under the 

paper's oew policy of printing the names 
of swdents who were invoived in crimes. 
Nevicosi said she believes the missing 
issues are related to. a story that used a 
student's name in an accideotal library 
book theft. The student made threats to 
the paper the night before the issues 
were taken , but again there were no 
witnesses to the crime. 

Angry swdents backed editors into a 
corne r at Highland Co mmunity 
College's student newspaper, TM Big h
lander, in protest of a picture from a fatal 
auto accident. Vickie MeJIanbruch, edi
tor of the Kansas student newspaper, 
said they printed the picture despite 
protestor' s  requests saying that they 
would not give in to censorship. Hours 
after the paper was distributed, janitors 
recovered hundreds of copies of the Feb
mary issue in trash bins near the distri
bution points. 

Monday's newspaper was boosted to 
16 pages when Friday's eight-page edi
tion came up missing at California Poly
technic Sute University in San Luis 
Obispo. 

Mustang Daily Editor Peter Hartlaub 
said the paper added stories from Friday ' s 
stolen issue after 6,000 issues disap
peared just hoW'S after they were disbib-
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uted to campus newsstands. 
Hartlaub said he dropped charges 

against the student, who allegedly stole 
the papers after he confessed to report
ers that he used a two-way mirror to spy 
on his feJruile donnitory neighbors. 

The paper dropped thecbarges against 
the student when they discovered he had 
been chMged in a slew of other campus 
incidents and was no longer registered at 
the university. 

Other recent newspaper theft inci dents 
happened as a result of protests against 
stories thatoutraged some minority com
munities on some campuses. 

No one has been charged in the theft 
of 14,000 free newspapers at the Uni
versity or Pennsylvania on April 15. 

� 

# 

Studen ts protesting an editorial that ques
tioned Martin Luther King Jr. 's standing 
as a black hero were waiting at distribu

In 1988, the Florida State Attorney 's 
office filed criminal charges against stu
dents who were caught taking issues of 
the free-distribulion Florida Review at 
the University of Florida in G ainsville. 

After pleading no contest, they were 
charged $100 each in court costs and 
sentenced to serve 25 hours of commu
nity service and six months probation 
for the theft. 

One problem newspaper staffs en
counter in solving the crime is that cam
pus security deparunents feel they have 

enough to do without worrying about 
the theft of free newspapers, said M us
lang Daily Editor Peter Hartlaub. 

Campus police are continuing inves

tigations in several of the cases reported 

tion points to take the issues, according _�" 
to �tephen GIass. �ecutiv� editor of �e .-�- r 1 1'/1///// / Dally PellnsylWJ1lUJll. A flier posted m I I J 
place o

.
f th� stolen �ew�pers read / 1/ / / //11 /(/(/1 

"Sometimes mconvemence IS worth the 
price . . .  Think about it" An organization 
called Working Committee of Concerned 
B lack: and Latino Students issued a state
ment after the incident saying that be
cause the papers are free, there is no 
limit to the amount one student could 
take. 

A student group called the Black 

Freshman Forwn at Dartmouth Col
lege in New Hampshire confISCated the 
April 7 edition of the DartmoUlIt Review 
because they said a story thai refecred to 
a scholarship to attract black. srudents to 
careers in science was racist, according 
to the Associated Press. Dartmouth offi
cials are refusing to protect the off
campus paper dismissing it as "Jiuu," 

Although few free newspaper theft 
incidents have resulted in court rulings, 
a publication cou ld press criminal 
charges and file a civil claim against 
someone who takes mass quantities of 
flU newspapers. 

this spring, but bmeaucracy and a nega
tive attitude could delay the process 
unti l the incidents blow over. according 
to several of the editors. 

The charges filed against Southeast
ern Louisiana University students could 
set a precedent for future newspaper 
thieves should the students be found 
guilty and could prompt a civil 1awsuit 
for damages by the newspaper staff. 

Until then, standing gU3fd at newspa
per stands may be the only sure solution 
against censorship by theft.. 

tryon have a problem with news
paper tbeft, the Student Press law 
Center has infonnation that can 
help you. Call or write the SPLC 
for the specifIcs about how you can 
pursue criminal prosecution or a 
civil lawsuit against those who at
tempt to silence your publi�tion 

by stealing it 
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Radio station fined for ' Yodeling in the Valley ' 

NEW YORK - The State University 
of New York at Cortland 's student-run 
.radio station plans to appeal a $23,750 
fme issued by the Federal Communica
tions Commission in January, which 
claims WSUC-FM violated federal 
broadcasting laws when it allegedly 
played rap m usic containing explicit lyr
ics during prohibited afternoon hours, 
according to WSUC officials. 

The allegations stem from a tape 
handed over to the FCC by an anony
mous listener. The tape contains a re
cocding of the song "Yodeling in the 
Valley," that includes explicit descrip
tions of oral sex, anal sex and sexual 
organs. The listener claimed WSUC 
broadcast the song about 3 p.m . ,  June 
21 , 1 992. 

Current federal law grants the FCC 
authority to take action against anyone 
who "utters any obscene, indecent or 
profane language by means of radio 
communication." The FCC claims the 
lyrics fall under the commission ' s defi
nition of "indecency." which includes 

material that describes sexual or excre
tory organs in a patently offensive man
ner, as measured by current community 
standards in the broadcasting area, ac
cording to a lettec issued by the FCC. 

Also, because material broadcast dur
ing the day is more likely to be heard by 
minors, courts have given the FCC 
greater authority to regulale broadcast 
content between the hours of 6 a.m. and 
8 p.m. 

Daniel l...ee, station manageratWSUC, 
said he cannot presently confrrm or deny 
the charges bu t said the station does not 
condone playing this type of music dur
ing restricted hours. 

Lee also said that at 3 p.m., June 2 1 ,  
1992. WSUC was not officially on the 
air. Staff and operating hours are limited 
during the summer months, he added. 

"If it happened, someone entered the 
studio and played the recording without 
our knowledge," Lee said. "Right now 
we are listening LOthe tapes and uying to 

(See WSUC, page 17) 

Idaho student government rescinds policy 
IDAHO - A victory for the student 
press was won at the University ofIdaho 
when student government president Ri
chard Rock withdrew a regulation to 
res trict newsp.apecand radio interviews. 
Rock had proposed li miting interviews 
only to scripted questions after dissatis
fac tion with an interview conducted by 
the university' s  SlUdeOl radio station, 
KUOI. 

Last December, reporters at KUOI 
confronted Rock wilh charges that he 
planned to fire student Attorney General 
Thomas Talboy because of Talboy's 
sexual orientation and strong gay rights 
stands. Rock denied the charges in an 
interview with the station and while on 
the air accused the station ' s  source of 
lying and excessive drinking. 

Local papers soon picked up the story, 
to which Rock reacted by cal l ing an 
emergency meeting of the student sen
ate to remove TaJboy, a potential v iola-
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tion of Idaho's open meeting law. 
Four days later, Rock called KUOI 

Station Manager Keith Hamby to de� 
mand that he comply with a policy to 
prevent "uncontrolled" news broadcasts. 
The policy would have restricted live 
interviews to scripted questions, with no 
aUowances for follow-up or clarifica
tion . Hamby would also have been 
required to tape all news programs and 
provide them for review by an outside 
source to make sure they matched scripts 
for the program. Rock justi fied these 
sleps as necessary to insulate the radio 

station from possible legal action, in 
keeping with a philosophy of"rislc man
agement" Hamby was given untiI Janu
ary 1 5, 1993, to comply with Rock's 
demands. 

After talking with Hamby, KUOI 
News Director Frank Lockwood asserted 
that student's First AmendmenLrights to 
freedom of the press were being vio-

lated. Lockwood said that with the pro
posed policy, President Rock was trying 
not "10 squelch falsehoods, but embar
rassing truths." 

By appealing to the Student Press 
Law Center, the American Civil Liber
ties Union and leaders in the stale' Re
publican party of wh.ich Rock is an ac
tive mem ber. Lock wood "brought pres
sure to bear to have him {Rock} back 
down." 

On January 12. Rock i ssued a memo 
stating that he would withdraw his re
quests for censorship authority. 

" It really makes a di fference having 
people willing 10 take a stand on these 
issues," Lockwood said. "It was a rul 
eye-opening experience for me, some of 
the people who 1 was expecting to 
strongly em brace free speech kept si
lent Some folks j ust  don't understand 
that even students enjoy First Amend
ment rights.". 
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Papers censored by funding threats 
At Marshall University, 

student committee ranks paper 

near bottom offunding list 
despite change in rape policy 

WEST VIRGINIA - A student government commi ttee 
recommended in January that Marshall University Presidentl .  
Wade Gilley slash student tuition fees that support the student 
newspaper, The Parlherwn , folJowiog disgruntlement last fall 
over the newspaper's decision to pri nt the names of rape 
victims. 

Gilley asked the committec, 
which consists of Ii ve students 
and four faculty members, to 
rank student organizations ac
cording to the funding they 
should receive for the next year. 
said Parthenon Editor Greg 
Collard. 

Although the newspaper has 
since rescinded its poJjcy about 
publishing rape victim ' s  
names, the committee ranked 
The Parthenon fouah to last of 
some 20 srudent organizations fAU.I I<i"'$tJ/� 
that receive money from stu-
dent fees. 

Collard said there is no doubt 
that the student government's decision stems from last year's 
incident 

"Considering how outspoken the student government was 
against the paper last year, it had to have crossed their minds 
in the decision," Collard said. "} see a conflict of interest here 
considering they ranked themselves third most important" 

Collard also said that most other organizations that were 
recommended for budget cuts will be absorbed in general 
funding, meaning they will stlll receive money from the 
university but not from student fees. 

Early this spring, Student Body president Tacian Romey 
threatened to shred close to 8,000 issues of The Parthenon if it 
printed the name of a rape victim, according to the Associated 
Press. 

Collard overruled a 5-2 editorial board vote to continue the 
policy of printing rape victims because he said it would have 
interfered with the newspaper's operations. 

Gilley is expected to act on Ihe comm ittee's recommenda· 
lion sometime this summer that would red uce the newspaper's 
funding from $6 per student each semester to $3 and cut Ihe 
Parthenon 's budget from $ 1 75,000 to $56,000, CoUard said .• 
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Highland Community College 

threatens to fire adviser and 

reduce newspaper to brochure 

after dissatisfaction with content 

KANSAS - The Highland Community College student 
newspaper suffered a unique form of censorship this spring 
when the university threatened to transform the High/oTUk, 
from a student newspaper to a public relations "broch ure" just 
months after the staff printed its fIrst issue as part of the newly 
fonned journalism depanment, Adviser Mark Kyle said. 

for the college." 

Thecollege also threat-
ened to cut student fees 
that support the paper and 
ilireatened to frre Kyle 
after the school Objected 
to content in each of the 
Highlander's 13 spring 
issues, 

"Cutting funding is the 
university's way around 
hav ing a newspaper," 
E d i tor V ic k ie 
Mellanbruch said. "They 
offered to renew Mark's 
contract with a new job 
de scription as a PR 
teacher doing brochures 

Highland Community College President Eric Priest denied 
plans to shut down the department and said that next fall 's 
journalism budget had not yet been considered. 

Priest said the college increased funding to !.he department 
last Call and expanded the adviser's position to full-time 
because of high student demand to take journalism courses. 

Mellanbruch said the Highlander was originally created as 
a public relations tool produced by an adv iser and an editor and 
consisted of stories taken solei y from a college news service. 
As the newspaper staff grew, the wire service diminished and 
the paper is now written entirely by students and covers a wider 
range of college-life issues, some of which Priest told the ed.itor 
were "unnecessary ," she said. 

Kyle was reprimanded by the college's president after 
Priest received negative feedback as a result of a front-page 
picture in February. The phow of wrecked car from a fatal auto 
accident outraged friends of the accident victim who threat
ened to "trash the newsroom" and made bomb threats to severaJ 
slaff members in protest, he said. 

(See HIGHLAND, page 29) 
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Lawsuit ' shocks the system' 

Former yearbook editor sues University of Southwestern Louisiana 

after being denied reappointment because of controversial photos 

LOUISIANA - Jeff 
Gremillion , the yearbook 
editor who was removed 
from his position after 
shocldng the system at me 
University of Southwest
ern Louisiana, ftled suit this 
spring against the school. 

Gremillion was denied 
reappointment as editor 
following con troversial 
picnaes printed in the 1991-
92 L'Acadien , the 
university' s yearbook. 

The former yearbook 
editor asked the unive�ity 
to issue a press release to 
admit its mistake in refusing to reap
point him to the position , to outline a 
new procedure of choosing editors and 
to reimburse him fora yearoflosl wages. 

The school declined the requests forc
ing Gremillion and ACLU affiliate at
torney Alfred Boustany to me a lawsuit. 

The yearbook entitled "A Shock to the 
System" was criticiz.ed for printing con
troversial pictures and subject matter 
that offended some students and con
tributing alumni. 

One of the pictures accompanied a 
story about students' efforts in the 1 99 1  
Persian Gulf War. I t  showed a bulldog, 
the school's mascot, draped in yellow 
ribbons sitting on the American flag. 
Another was a blurred image of a topless 
woman hand feeding spaghetti to a 
shirtless man and illustrated a story about 
sex and dating. 

Grem illion felt both pictures accu
rately represented the subject matter in 
the accompanying stories. 

"J test marketed me pictures with about 
20 students and faculty members before 
printing them and altered one using a 
grainy fmish," Gremillion said .  

In addition to the pictures, the year-
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book ran articles about the band improv
ing its image, an incident involving al
cohol use by mem hers of the volleyball 
team, interracial dating and fraternity 
ha zing that caused conuov ersy, 
Gremillion said. 

"Ev eryone had their gripe," 
Gremillion said. "Once the powerful 
people started to complain everyone 
jumped on the bandwagon." 

The editor fltSt heard of disapproval 
when he received the original proof copy 
of the book from his yearbook printing 
company with the picture of the scantily 
clad couple missing, Gremillion said. 

Word of the photograph's content 
somehow leaked to the administration 
who threatened to censor the yearbook, 

WSUC 
(ConJirlJU!dfrompage 15) 

identify voices." 
WSUC feels there is nothing on the 

tape that proves that the station recorded 
on the tape is WSUC. 

"By l istening to the tape. in an unbi-

Gremillion said. 
After the Student 

Press Law Center ad
vised him that the pic
lures were not legally 
obscene, the edi tor 
decided to run them. 
Despite the 
uni versity ' s requests 
to censor "A Shock 
to the System," the 
volume recorded its 
h ighest sales ever for 
the L' Acadiefl . 

When the t ime 
came to appoint edi
tors for the 1992 year

book, Gremillion was notified that he 
was the selection com mittee's first 
choice, He began wort immediately on 
the next edition of L' Acaaien only to be 
notified months later that the appoint
ment had not been official . The adm in
istration had chosen another edi tor. 
Gremillion asked !.he university not to 
rehire him as editor , but to reimburse his 
lost wages and to oudine a new selection 
process with guidelines to protect future 
editors. 

Boustany said that while he can sym
pathize with the university's wiSh to 
satisfy the community and its donors . 
the yearbook ' s  pictures are protected by 
the First Amendment and are not legally 
obscene. No trial date has yet been set in . 
the case .• 

ased fashion , I catlnot indicate where, 
why orwhat time, n Lee said. "Any rndio 
station could have broadcast this." 

The station said it will not "take this 
I ying down." Current WSUC slilff mem
bers plan to meet with last summer's 
staff [0 work out a plan of action. The 
unive�ity is also investigati ng the inci
dent, Lee said .• 
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Wake Forest asks political paper 

to drop university 's  name and seal 
NORTII CAROLINA - Wake Forest University h ired a 
Virginia law fum in an attempt to prevent The Wake Forest 
Critic. an independent conservative studen t newspaper, from 
using the university name and seal. 

calion," because she is paid a "huge amount" of money and 
teaches few classes. 

The univers ity claims that by using the university name and 
seal , the Critic is confusing people that it is affiliated with the 
school. According to the Associa/.ed Press, Sandra Boyette, a 
university vice president, said that alumni and area residents 
wrote leu.ers asking how the school could sponsor a paper that 
supports such vi�ws. 

The university hired the fum, Dowell & Dowell, after Critic 
editor JaM Meroney wrote an editOrial criticizing Maya 
Angelou., a professor at the university and the poet who spoke 

atPresident Clinton ' s 
i n a u g u r a t i o n .  

Meroney wrote 
that Angelou is 

"symptomatic 
of the prob

lems i n  
higher 

air 

Meroney said that ever since its creation the Critic has run a 
disclaimer on its masthead saying that the paper is in no way 
affiliated with the university. Meroney also claims that the 
paper used the university seal only once as an illustration, and 
never as part of the masthead. 

The Critic's attOrney. Hamilton C. Horton. said that the 
newspaper has no intention of changing its name. Horton said 
that • Wake Forest" is a geographical name and no one has the 
exclusive right to that name. He added that Wake Forest is also 
the name of a beauty parlor and a Baptist church. 

Horton did say that he suggested that the Critic make a 
m i n 0 r change in its secondary title. The title, 

which previousl y read "The Independent 
Journal of Wake Forest University," now 
has been changed to "The Independent 
Journal at Wake Forest University ." 

Horton sees me attack on the paper's 
name as a First Amendment issue. He said 
that the un iversity has the responsibility to 
protect freedom of expression, even if it 
does not agree with that expression, 

"It's a matter of principle," Horton said. 
"That's the reason we're taking the posi
tion we are. " 

(See WAKE FOREST. page 19) 

Independent publication prevails 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. 
Supreme Court let stand in January a 
lower court ruling that protected the 
rights of an otT-campus group to distrib
ute its newspaper on a Texas state uni
versi ty campus. 

The Court, wilhoutcomment, refused 
to hear argument in the case, Supple v. 

Hays COlJJ1ry Guardian, 969 F.2d I I I  
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(5th Cir. 1 992). cert. den. I I  3 S. Cl 
1 067 ( 1 993) (See Winter 1 992-93 Re

pori, page 28.) 
The lower court decision proh ibited 

Southwest Texas Slate Uni versity offi
cials from enforcing a 1 989 rule that 
banned the distribution of any off-cam
pus publication thal contained advertis

ing from university grounds. The ban 

did not app ly to the University Star, the 
official student newspaper, to publ ica
tions without advertising or to publica
tions lhat were sponsored by a registered 
student group. 

The decision suggested thal schools 
cannot deny independent publications 
the distribution rights that they give to 
official student pubJicalions .• 
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N. Y. bill would restrict 
alcohol ads on campus 
NEW YORK - A recent legislative 
proposal by New York Gov. Mario 
Cuomo to crack down on alcoholic bev
erage advertising in college newspapers 
has revived the controversial debate. over 
the freedom of commercial speech and 
its application to student-run publica
tions. 

Cuomo's aim, announced on Feb. 17, 
is to reduce underage drinking in the 
U.S., and especially New York:. "By . . .  
ending promotions and advertising 
geared toward young people, we can 
improve the safety and health of our 
youth," Cuomo said in a press release. 
"Underage drinking impairs the quality 
of life on campus and prevents students 
from doing their best... .. 

If enacted, Cuomo's proposed addi
tion to the existing Alcohol Beverage 
Control Law would prevent licensed 
alcohol vendors from purchasing ads in 
any "school, college or university news
paper," a term the proposal does not 
define. 

New York's college pUblications are 
threatened with major losses of adver
tising revenue if this change goes into 

Wake Forest 
(Conlinuedfrompage 18) 

"[Hiring a law fmn) is a clear attempt 
to close down the paper and intimidate 
the writers and editors." Meroney said. 
He said that the uni versity' s demanding 
that the Critic change its name is the 
"next best thing" to preventing its distri
bution. 

According lO the Associated Press, 
spokesperson Boyeue denied that Wake 
Forest University was trying to silence 
thepaper. She claimed that itjust wanted 
to clarify the school's position- that 
the paper does not represent the 
university 'S views. 

The AP also reported that Boyeue 

SprIng 1993 

effect, say some opponents. 
"That's at least half our business, n 

Rob Rachman, advertisin8 manager of 
the SUNY-Buffalo student magazine, 
lOld the SUNY -Binghamton student 
newspaper, Pipe Dream. "Obviously it 
would be a huge chunk of money out of 
our budget" 

An editorial that ran in Pipe Dream 
attacked Cuomo' s proposal, pointing out 
that many publications other than sm
dent publications run liquor ads. 

"Even if you don't read Pipe Dream, 
there are still . . .  magazines like 
Newsweek, radio and television adver
tising and local billboards," the editorial 
said. "s tudents already know where 
they can drink. H 

Cuomo's attempt to ban alcohol ad
vertising in college publications is not 
the first. In October of 1989, Sen. Jeff 
Bingaman (D-N.M.) introduced a simi
lar bill in Congress that failed to pass the 
House of Representatives. 

The New York bill has been referred 
lO the House Investigations, Taxation 
and Government Operations committee 
where it awaits further action._ 

sentoutaform let.terreb utting Meroney's 
chargesaboutAngelou. Boyette's letter 
said that Meroney's editorial was filled 
with inaccuracies and stated that Angelou 
has Uiken leaves in only four out of the 
20 semesters that she has !aught at the 
university. 

Meroney criticized Angelou for other 
reasons as well, claiming she gets "bi
zarre" privileges. "00 the rare occa
sions that she comes into classes, she 
gets to select her own students," Meroney 
said. He also claimed that although 
Angelou has no academic degrees, she 
is commonly referred to as "doctor." 
Angelou is on leave th is semester and 
was unavailable for comment 

Critic auorney Horton cited the mate
rial in the paper as another reason for the 

New book 
highlights 
(90s issues 

for media 
lOW A - Through an inside 
view of the student press, the 
new book StudenJ Publications: 
Legalities. Governance. andOp
eration by Louis L. In gel hart pro
vides an up-to-date look at issues 
that affect college journalists and 
advisers. 

The author, an award-winning 
journalism educator, BaH Slate 
U niversi ty professor emeritus and 
long-time Student Press Law 
Center board member, explains 
methods for organizi ng, financ
ing and managing acoUege news
paper. yeaIDoolc or magazine with 
examples from schools across the 
country. The book also addresses 
issues that concern student jour
nalists such as censorship, legal 
problems and the role of the col
lege administration. 

The 1 96-page paperback is 
available through the Iowa Stale 
University Press in Ames for 
$21 .95" 

newspaper to keep ilS name. He said that 
since it is wriuen by sludents about the 
university, it is appropriate [or lhe paper 
lO have a name related to the school:> 

Horton added that the Critic is proud 
that it receives no money from the uni
versity. It is financed entirely through 
grants, subscriptions, and advertising. 
Calling the students an "underfunded 
band," Horton said that the Critic "rev
els in ilS independence." 

Horton wrote a letter to the university's 
law frrm detailing the reasons for his 
un willingness lO have the paper change 
its name. He said that the university has 
not responded to his leu.er. 

The firm referred. a11 questions to the 
university. No one there was available 
for comment.. 
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Marquette U. newspaper staff resigns 
Conflict between editorial freedom and Roman Catholic doctrine cited again 

WISC ONSIN - Four student editors run as a boxed editorial because it vio- censorship. You 're always wondering 
and six additional members of the edit£>. lated policy. what is going to happen lO me if I run this 
rial board of Marquette University's stu- Rather than agree to the compromise, piece? Will the paper be shut down? 
dent newspaper resigned in March after which Millington insists was not part of Will I be fired?" said Millington. 
a disagreement with school officials re- the original policy, the studen tS decided After the mass resignation, the re-
garding the newspaper's editorial policy. to resign. maining Tribune staff decided 10 run the 
The disagreement was sparked by an "There came a point where we rea.l- opinion piece. Becausethe students were 
opinion piece submitted by members of iz.ed thai. we had lO take a stand .... said no longer editors, there was no conflict 
the editorial board that spoke in favor of Millington. "Either I was the editor, with the policy and school omcials did 
President Clinton's decision 10 allow the responsible for determining the content not try tocensor it, said Melissa Brunner, 
importation of RU-486, a French drug of the paper, or I wasn't. . .. The idea that the new managing editor. 
that induces abortion. editorial freedom exislS on the Tribune This is not the fIrSt time that contro-

Eric Schnabel, who resigned as the - which is the public message that versy has surrounded Marquette's stu-
Marquet/e -Tribune's managing editor, Marquette tries to convey - is a cha- dent publications. In 1 989 , the joumal-
said he was told by the newspaper's rade," ism school dean fired atI adviser and 
adviser that the piece violated the Board James Scouen, chairman of the Board suspended two Tribune staff members 
of Student Publication's policy. The of Student Publications, said that the following publication of a paid advet-
policy states that "the Tribune will not school never told the editorial staff that tisement for an abortioo rights rally. 
publish editorials which conttadict the the piece could not run, He says the Afterwards, the dean, Sharon Mrnphy, 
known official positions of Marquette question was how to accommodate it sent a letter to joumalism alumni ex-
when the University identifies these without violating the publications policy. plaining that the ad was a clear violation 
positions as essential to its Catholic and Unfortunately, he says , the students re- of the Catholic church's teaChing on 
Jesuit mission and character. These offi- signed before they could reach atI agree- abortion and that staff members should 
cia! positions are Marquette 's opposi- menl have known that Marquette would not 
lion to abortion and homosexual activ- Millington says that such a response accept promotional advertising for atI 
ity." misses the poinl The current policy is so opposing view on what the church re-

After school officials objected, vague, she says, that editors never know gards as a moral issue. 
Schnabel said the piece was changed what the school might object to. "[Nevertheless], MW'phy wrote, "I 
from an editorial lO an opinion column. "Marquette makes such a big deal want to stress, as emphatically as pos· 
Nicci Millington, who resigned as edi- telling everybody that they don ' t actu- sible, that enforcement of the advertis-
tor, said it was the edilOrial board's un ·  ally censor the paper. The fact is  that ing policy does not represent a change in 
derstanding that the publ ication policy Lhey 've created an aunosphere where policy on student publications or pro-
only applied to the boxed editorials that you have no choice but to practice self- ductions. We are NQI heading down 
ran on each issue's edito- .--------"7'_.._r-----....... ---,----------, the road to news and edito-
rial page and not to the rial censorship. We are dis-
rest of the opinion sec- mayed that anyone would 
lion. think so. II 

The Board of Student �If this wasn't edit£>. 
Publications policy re- rial censorship I don 'tlmow 
garding opinion columns what you'd call it," said 
Stales, "the Marquette Tri· Schnabel . 
bune can print any opin- "In c lass we learn 
ions." about the importance of a 

But school officials free press and the impor-
asked that the opinion tance of fostering a mar-
pi ece be run w ith a ketplace of ideas. We're 
counter-view .in the same told we should strive to 
edi tion. They also asked uphold the principles of the 
that it be run with an - " - - First Amendment. But 
editor's note explaining . ----- when it comes to putting 
that the piece could not -- - __ . _ _ (Su MARQUETTE, pdg6 29) 
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Vindication 

Ousted college newspaper adviser awarded almost $23,000 
five months after her unexpected death in December 

CALIFORNIA -Almost four years after a free-speech suit 
was fLledagainstCaIifomia Swe University atLos Angeles. 
a Superior Court jury award $22,983 in damages to former 
University Times adviser Joan Zyda in December. 

Zyda died last August of a brain hemorrhage, five 
months before she could see the court ruling in her 
favor. 

Events leading up to Zyda's case began in 
October of 1987 with the "Whittier Earth
quake," a major earthquake in the east Los 
Angeles area where CSU-LA is located . 

During the quake, a concrete slab 
from a parking structure on campus 
fell killing a 21-year...old student 

The University Times, the 
university's student newspaper, 
ran an award-winning in-depth 
story of the incident which re
vealed that another slab had 
fallen the year before the earth
quake and the university had 
ignored structural problems .  

In addition,the paper exposed 
f urtherreports that criticized the 
univ�ity's asbestos problems, 
its attempts at hiding the earth
qualce incident and its mishan
dling of gifts made to the uni
versity. 

By March of 1988, California 
State University administrators had removed Zyda as jownal
ism instructor and publisher of the newspaper and reassigned 
her as a laboratory supervisor/slaff adviser to the paper. a 
position which reduced her salary by 20 percent, according to 
the statement Zyda filed. with the Superior Court in 1990. In a 
memo to the president of the California State Employees 
Association, she compared her new position to the level of a 
teacher's aide. The new pos ition did not include teaching the 
journalism class she had been instructing when she was pub-
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her death last August. 

lisher. 
A few weeks later the university 

fIred Zyda saying that her removal 
would "better meet the educational 
goals of the university." 

Zyda said in her statement that 
William Taylor, vice president of 
academic affairs, claimed that she 
took too many photographs, and 
the newspaper brought "bad PR" to 
CSU and published too many ar
ticles especially concerning free
dom of the press and ed.i torials con
cerning the student body presiden t. 

In March of 1989 ,Zyda ftled suit 
for wrongful termination, censor
ship, breach of contract and lack of 
due process. 

She said she wanted "to put light 
on the rlfst Amendment house of 
horrors at the Los Angeles cam
pus," aCCOrding to !he repon. 

Over three years later, the jury 
found in favor ofZyda and awarded 
$12,938 in back pay and $10,000 
for violation of rights to her par
ents, Joseph and Teresa Zyda of 
Las Vegas. 

Christopher Zyda , her brother, 
decided to continue the case after 

"Of course we are aU very happy that Joan was vindicated 
and Cal State L.A. was held accoun table for what lhey did," 
Christopher Zyda told theMs Angeles Times. "The important 
thing is she won and she can now rest in peace." 

During Zyda's seven-month tenure as adviser, the Univer
sity Times recei ved five awards from the Cali forn ia 
Intercollegiate Press Association in recognition of outstanding 
coverage of me Whittier earthquake .• 
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Court says students must sue on own behalf 
Former teacher appeals decision in effort to support students ' rights 

LOUISIANA - A court ruling that 
said Geraldine Moody did not have 
"third-party standing" to sue on behalf 
of violations of her students rights will 
not stop the retired teacher. Moody ftled 
an appeal in February to end a seven
year struggle with the Jefferson Parish 
Sc hool Board. 

The former teacher sued the school 
board in 1986 when it censored a news
paper her students published as part of 
her history class. 

Your Side was conceiVed, written, 
edited, published and sold by the stu
dents as part of a First Amendment 

project for the class, Moody said in her 
brief in the case. The students wanted to 
write about campus news and "hidden 
truths" about the school with the hopes of 
initiating improvements, she said. 

Several faculty members objected to 
the content of Your Side, which high
lighted such issues as pregnancy, drug 
abuse and cheating. The complaints led 
to the confIScation of the remaining is
sues by Principal Eldon Orgeron with 
orders to discontinue publishing. 

Moody said the principal badgered her 
to admit that she wrote the stories for the 
students, which she said was not true. 

Yearbook claim fails 

Court throws out 
Indianapolis adviser's 

claim that removal 

was retribution for 

supporting students 

'NDIANA - An Indianapolis federal 
.:ourt has ruled that Marilyn Athmann' s 
removal as adviser of the Ben Davis 
High Sc hool yearbook was not a viola
tion of her First Amendment rights and 
that she did not have "third-party" stand
ing to sue on behalf of her students. The 
court dismissed her case on April 19.  

Athmann sued the school district be
cause of controversy concerning year
book coverage of the 1 987 state champi
on ship footbaU team . She said the ad
ministration attempted to pressure stu
dent editors to surrender coverage of the 
championship game to the Ben Davis 
athletic department Athmann left the 
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d e c i s i o n  
u p  to student 

editors who 
voted to deny the principal 's demand and 
maintain control of the yearbook. 

By the fall of 1989, Athmann had been 
removed as adviser to the yearbook, but 
remained an English teacher at Ben Davis. 

The former yearbook adviser had 
agreed this spring to discuss a policy with 
administrators to end the feud that the 
court said has run up too high a tab. 

Athmann said she has spent about 
$23,000 in donations from various state 
and national journal ism organizations and 
the Indiana High School Press Associa
tion to fight for her and her students' First 

Orgeron then transferred Moody 10 a 
middle school after 17 years of teach
ing. Shortly after she was transferred, 
Moody said that as a result of the 
hrassrnent she suffered a nervous break
down that forced her to resign. 

The First Amendment question was 
left unanswered in the case. The deci
sion said that the students who wrote 
Your Side consulted attorneys and were 
capable of pursuing the case on their 
own, but chose not to do so. In similar 
cases, courts in Colorado and New York 
have said advisers do have standing to 
sue on behalf of their students' rights .. 

Amendment rights. 
School Superintendent Edward 

Bowes said that he did not know how 
much the school district spent on the 
case. 

Bowes claimed that Athmann . was 
reassigned because of insubordination 
and flagrant disregard for authority, 
and that the athletic director never 
demanded control of the yearbook 
story. 

In dismissing the case, Judge John 
Daniel Tinder cited th,e 1988 Hazel
wood School District \I. Kuhlmeier 
U.S. Supreme Court decision that al
lowed high school administrators 
greater control over some studen t pub
I ications to support his conclusion that 
the school had a "legitimate interest in 
maintaining editorial control over a 
school-sponsored publication." 

The court said that it did not believe 
that" A thmann ' s allowing her students 
to vote whether to relinquisb control 
of the football-championship section 
was anything but an act of insubordi
nation designed to interfere with the 
school's legitimate exercise of edito
rial control over the yearbook." 

Athmann and her auomey Richard 
Cardwell said they were still consider
ing whether they would file an appeal 
in the case .• 
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Contagious Legislation 
Free speech bills are off 10 a ru.nning Slart this spring as S{Tcn slates 

consider legislation to return press freedoms 
10 student journalist.) 

Frcc ch fevCi' swept �t.ale .legislslUJcs this spring as 
seven state cons idered bills proll!C'ling the rights o( studenl 
journalists. Two SLa[C's effort'i ,failed, bUl other stalcs were 
beginning 10 draft bills of their own. ILcgisl:nors remain 
hopeful thaI changes in the balarlce of party arfillation after 
recent elections will have significant effccr,s OD passage of 
such legislation, which for sorrh: stales is boing 8llemplCd 
for the second and third Lime. 

The bills, similar 10 those !hal have been succcssfu Uy 
cnacted in Califom ia. Mass.achuscus, Iowa, Colorado and 
Kansas, would retum prcss freedoms to srudenl.S th3t were 
rcstrict.erl by the 1 988 S upreme Coun case Hazelwood 
Sc}wol District v. Kuhlmeiu. 

An lIU nois student free ex pression bi 1\ sponsored by Rep. 
Barbara Currie ,  D-Chicago. passed the House April n by 
a vOle or 8 1 -3 1 .  House Bi ll 1 9 1 9  was dmfted wi m suppon 
from the lUinoLs American Civil  Libcnics Union and is 
expected to go before the Semllc this summer. 

In New Jersey, Rep. A n thon y I m pre\'cd uto, D
Scac.aucus. h..'lS introduced Assembly Bill 75, wh ich was 
considered by the legislature last y\;ar. The proposed 
legislation rem ain i n  III education committee, bUI is not 
high on me Slate 1 agenda. In t 99 1 .  New Jersey Governor 
Jim Florio said he w uJd sign the bilJ if it passed the 
kg i s:1lJ IUfU. 

fnd iana Rep . Barbara Engle, R-Dc.ca[ur, and Paul 
Robert"on, D-�pau\l(. areco- ponsoring House Bi l l  175 1  
for .its third try in the Gencral ASl cmbly. The bill  passed the 
s(ate HollS(! of Representatives in the 1 99 1  and 1991 
sessions w i th  the same worcling, but ha d  trouble in me 
Senate. 

Sludents and advisers in on oecl icul  persuaded Rep. 
R ichatd Tul!isano, R -Rocky H il I .  to sponsor A.ssem b1y Bill 
7006 that inc ludes free cxp ion prote.ction for buuons 
and lhealer productions as wen as slU/1cm publ ications. 

( See LEGISl.,4.'l ION, pag� 28) 

..JJ Have free press l aws D Now considering bills E��n Have considered b i l ls 
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Tulare Valley students 
defend video content 
CALIFORNIA - Students plan to appeal a December 

decision that said a school board had not violated srudents' 
freedom of expression when il censored their video about 
teen-age pregnancy. 

Ann Brick, an anomey for the American Civil Libenies 
Union, represented about 40 Tulare Valley High School 
students who felt their First Amendment rights had been 
violated by school officials when the students were prohib
ited from showing a video they produced for an art class. 
The central California school's principal objected to pro
fanities the students used in their fic tional story, 
Me/anclw/ianne. concerning the issue of teen-age preg
nancy. 

Superior CourtJ udge Gerald Sevier ruled that the phrases 
"fuck," "shit," "bitch," "son-of-a·bilCh," "ass" and "tit" 
used by characters in the video drama were obscene under 
California Education Code section 48907, which protects 
student expression rights. The decision said thatJocal school 
districts may limit certain types of speech including speech 
that they deem to be obscene. 

Brick said the decision is "clearly wrong" because it sug
gests that the California statute does not provide more protec
tion than the Supreme CoWi's 1988 Hazelwood decision, 
which restricted student' s First Amendment rights. She also 
said the words may be profanities, but they are not legally 
obscene under current Supreme Court rulings. 

summer after Tula.re County Superior Court Judge Kenneth 
Conn issued a preliminary injunction that barred the school 
from prohibiting the video from being entered in the contest. 

Just weeks later, the film won the "Best High SchoolDrama" 
award in the contest. 

The case began in January 1992 when the principal read a 
script of the drama before the students began production and 
objected to 14 profan ities the students used. They edited some 
of the words from the script, but left a few words they felt were 
used in proper context. 

The school board said it recognizes the high rate of teen-age 
pregnancy in Tulare County. but said the use of profanity was 
not necessary to convey a message about reducing the prob
lem . 

The students disagree saying that the school board shouJd be 
open to alternative approaches to the problem. 

The students plan to appeal the decision in May" The students entered the video in a state-wide contest last 

Ad banned because of ' abstinence-based' sex-ed policy 

MICHIGAN - A high school news
paper adviser agreed to postpone run
ning a Planned Parenthood advertise
ment in December after administrators 
said it would violate the school 's "absti
nence-based" sex. education policy. 

Grand Blanc High School superin
tendent Gary Lipe prohibited the publi
cation of an advertisement that read 
.. Abstinence, or call Planned Parent
hood" and l isted telephone numbers to 
obtain information on pregnancy testing 
and birth control, BobcQJ Banner ad· 
viser Julie Bernstein said. 
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Lipe argued that the ad would send a 
mixed message to students. 

Grand BJanc High School, located in 
what Bernstein calls a fairly conserva
tive community, has a current "absti
nence-based" sex education policy that 
flatly prohibits reaching about sex in 
the classroom. 

"We are not allowed to discuss sex 
because you just do not have sex. [ac
cordi n g  LO th e schoo l ' s  pol ic y) . "  
Bernstein explained. 

The Bobcat Banner staff disagreed 
saying that the ad was neither illegal nor 

offensive and that the school newspaper 
is not a vehicle for the administration's 
curriculum .  

"Planned Parenthood statistics show 
that up to 75 percent of the girls in this 
county are sex ually active and there is a 
need for access to this information," 
Bernslein said. "It'sjustpublic advertis
ing that doesn 't have to agree with the 
school board." 

Bobcat co-editor Carrie Pierson said 
that the school board banned the ad 
because printing it would be admitting 

(See AD. page 29) 
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Principal confiscates The Bare Essentials, 
claims paper violated sex-education law 
School believed state code might apply to pregnancy and abortion feature 

MICIDGAN - High school administra
tors confiscated over 700 issues of The 
Bare Essentials student newspaper after it 
ran a feature that the school said violated 
Michigan state codes concerning sexual 
education programs. 

The Battle Creek Central High School 
newspaper staff finally distributed the 
January 20 issue a week after newspaper 
adviser Warren Kent convinced the ad
ministration the story did comply with 
state laws, Kent said. 

The feature concerning pregnancy and 
abortion included interviews with one stu
dent who had had an abortion and one 
who had a baby, Kent said. 

A sidebar to the feature included a list 
of local organizations and telephone num
bers where students could obtain advice 
concerning pregnancy and abortions. 

To write the story, student reporters 
conducted a 2OO-student survey, which 
the administration said violated Michigan 
Public Act 226. 

According to the law, parental review 
of sexual education material and teaching 
of this information by qualified instruc
tors is permitted, but teaching abortion as 
a method of reproductive health is re
stricted. 

In addition, the code regulates inter
viewing students under the age of 18 
about sexual issues without parental con
sent. 
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After several meetings between the 
staff of The Bare Essentials and the 
administration. Kent convinced school 
officials that the Michigan law only 
applies to classroom material and there
fore cannot be used to restrict student 
publications. 

Kent said that the school has no 
written policy regarding the newspa
per. 

A copy of The Bare Essentials is 
normally viewed by the principal be
fore publication, but Kent said that as 
the students became more comfortable 
with the publication, they did not run 
this issue by the principal's desk. 

"I don't know if any of this story 
would have been printed if we had run 
it by the principal first," Kent said. 
"And I don't know what will happen in 

the future." 
Kent added that the staff did receive 

full cooperation from the principal dur
ing the incident 

''They were not censoring us here. 
They were just trying to stay within the 
law," he said. "Once they started citing 
state laws, we knew we were okay." 

Letters from the Student Press Law 

Center and the Michigan Interscholastic 
Press Association helped in informing 
the administration of students' rights, 
Kent said. 

.. After the letters and reading the law 
closely, they realized the students hadn't 
done anything wrong," he said. 

Kent said there is a need to address 
some controversial social issues in the 
student newspaper. The paper's polls 
indicated that while more than 70 per-

cent of the students feel women should 
not have an abortion, more than half of 
them are sexually active. 

"Are you going to deny that kids are 
having kids?" Kent asked of the conser
vative inner-city community, which has 
plans to implement a day-care center for 
young children of students at the 
school.. 
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Adviser says no to censorship, resigns 

Calif. principal pulls front page graphic minutes before deadline 

CALIFORNIA - The Oaremont High School newspaper 
adviser handed in her resignation this spring after the principal 
demanded that either she censor the paper or he would. 

Jane Purcell, adviser of the Claremont Wolfpacket, resigned 
after a January incident in which the principal censored an 
illustration of an allegedly racist flier that was to be printM as 
an illustration for a news story on the front page. 

The censorshlp incident stemmed from the administration's 
attempt to control racial tension in the Los Angeles-area high 
school. said co-editor Sapna Khandwala. 

Several fights broke oul after a flier with the acronym 
"FWP," for Fuck White People, Power and Pride, circulatM 

throughout the school. From there, vandals went on to spray 
paint the letters "KKK," to symbolize the Ku Klux Klan, on 
trash cans, tennis courts and loc�rs, Khandwala said. 

A photocopy of the flier accom panied a story that explained 
recent meW tensions and possible solutions. Following a 
majority vote. the staff decided to run a "business-card size" 
illustration of the graphic with intentions of blurring the words. 
the co-editor said. 

"We felt the flier gave the feature more hard-core impor
tance that it was not getting with the article alone," she said. 
"The adminislration tries to cover up more harsh incidents." 

Co-editor Rebecca 

school regulations, or the substantial disruption of the orderly 
operation of the school." 

In light of the outbreak of racial tensions after circulation of 
the flier, the principal demanded the illustration be removed 
from the Wof/packet arguing that its use would disrupt the 
learning process and expressing his fear that it would incite a 
riot, Khandwala said. 

Principal Lonnie McConnell argued that people may react 
to the graphics without actually reading the story. 

"I don 't want to shut off discussion of racism," McConnell 
told the W of/packet. "It is an issue which needs to be addressed, 
but graphics may just generate violent reactions instead of 
thoughts and discussions."  

The Wolfpacket printed a blank white space next to the story 
with a quote from McConnell that said "Because of tile racial 
nature of the flier and the graphic depiction of hatred, r. in 
consultation with district office officials and district legal 
counsel, decided that running the flier itself would cause a 
substantial disruption of school program." 

The top of the white box read ''The graphic intended for this 
space was censored by the administration fifteen minutes prior 
10 our deadline yesterday." 

Several meetings between the staff and the principal have 

GnWiner �� th� wh�n,�---------------------------------------------1 
not resulted in an agree
ment, although they rCmain 
on friendly �s, Grabiner 
said. 

the illustration came back, 
nearly every word was 
visible, but the staff voted 
that the illustration was 
necessary to explain the 
incidents. 

When Grabiner and 
Khandwala went to the 

T h e  graph ic i n tended for this space was 
censored by the administration fi fteen 

minutes prior to our deadl ine yesterday. 

McConnell continues 10 
argue that the administra
tion has fmal say over stu
dent publications. while the 
Wolfpacket staff disagrees. 

The staff is unsure what 
principal to verify some action 10 Lake next. 
quotes, he noticed the il- "It's not clear what we 
lustration. "8ecMlJe or the faci.I ".Iure would do:' Grabiner said. the fliet md !he Bflr/lic deplctiOfl 

Current California law ba!(cd. I, In consult.lion with "Once we· re censored. we 
permits censorship of OffiC4 offic;al. and district can ' t go back. and 

"material which so incites uncensor." 
students as to create a clear Both editors agree it will 
and present danger of the be difficult to ftnd a re-
commission of unlawful placement for Purcell, the 
acts on school premises or L�=---� _____ --'::=:'--------------------�----"':� new spa per ' s  adviser. 
the violation of lawful (Su CENSORSHIP, pagd7) 

Thl ctMored graphic tcIIU rtplaud wilh IhU uJitQr's 1t()(e, 
----------------------------------------- -------------------------------------
26 SPlC Report Spring 1993 



VENUS de �[to 
(before Md o .. :fter) 

KANSAS - A two-page feature dedi
cated to the controversial issue of pre
marital sex created all but controversy at 
Ellinwood High School when students 
used recem state legislation to their ad
vantage. 

The story revealed students' opinions 
regarding the social acceptance ofpr� 
marital sex, which student Editor Ryan 
Liebl said would have created tension 
with the administration in the past 

Instead, Adviser John Mohn said the 
new Kansas free expression Law pre
vented the administration from censor
ing EHS Today, the student newspaper. 

"Fearful lhat they would be held re
sponsible for what my journalism stu
dents pu blish, [the administration] prob-

Censorship 
(ConJiJwed[rom page 26) 

Purcell plans to stay on at ClMemont 
High School in the English depart
ment. which voted unanimously not 
to nominate anyone from the depart
ment to take over the adviser's posi. 
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Kansas law makes a difference; 
student story choices protected 
Ellinwood High School student journalists are confident 

about printing controversial content in newspaper 

with protection o/new anti-Hazelwood legislation 

ably would have pressured me to control the 
voices of the students," he said. 

The Kansas law, enacted in February 1992, 
returned free press rights to students that 
were restricted by the 1988 Supreme Court 
case Hazelwood School Districtv. KuhJmeier. 
(See LEGISLATION, page 23.) 

Student reporters gathered information for 
the story through a questionnaire distributed 
to abou t thirty SIlldents outside of class, 
Mohn said. 

Originally, the students intended to dis
tribute the survey to all students , but collided 
with the administration. 

Regulating distribution of questionnaires 
during class was what Mohn described as the 
administration's only way to stop the story 
from print, so the students distributed a sur
vey outside of class time to stay within 
regulations, Mohn said. 

"At fIrst this act was seen as insubordina
tion on my part," Mohn said. "But r think I 
convioced (theadffiinistratioo] that they had 
no real caSf', for that charge." 

About 18 students returned the question
naires 10 the p aper with their ideas on such 
issues as the morality and consequences of 
premarital sex, Mohn said. 

Ellinwood Vice Principal Jerry Henn said 
that he sees the role of the administration in 
the press as a supportive one, but would like 

tion, Grabiner said. 
Because of' th is incident, each 

Wof/packet staff member has become 
well-versed in studem press rights, the 
ed.i tors said. 

"This is a taste of the real world," 17-
year-old Khandwala said. "This is a 
taste of what can happen and what we 
can do.". 

to be able to read and ed.i t SlOries 
before they ace printed in EHS To
day. 

"Being an administrator, ourmain 
concern is 10 make sure OUt school 
system comes off looking as good 
as possible," Henn told students. 

EHS Today staff members said 
they do nOt think their story would 
have run without the new law on 
their side. 

"The administration made it ap
parent that the story did not repre
sent everyone 's view atEUinwood," 
Liebl said. "They were not happy 
with it, but knew they couldn't do 
anything about it" 

Liebl said that positive feedback 
from studenlS and the community 
revealed that they did accurately 
cover every side of the issue. 

"The issue of student attitudes 
about premarital sex is a real issue," 
Mohn said. "The adults who are 
concerned about the bitter social 
consequences of those ani tudes need 
to be aware of what they are dealing 
with before they jump in and try to 
make changes." 

Mohn also said he was pleased 
the story sparked communication in 
several English classes about issues 
such as the morality of premarital 
sex, which is what he said is the 
purpose of a high school newspa
per. 

Molm called the story "a small 
victory for those in Kansas who 
worked SO hard to establish limited 
press freedoms for high school 
students .... 
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Texas court finds religious leaflets 
unaffected by Hazelwood decision 
TEXAS-Students ill Dallas 
schools have the right to dis
tribute religious leaflets at 
school, a fedecal court ruled in 
September. 

TIle decision in Clark v. 
Dallas Independent School 
District, 806 F. Supp. 1 16 
(N.D. Tex. 1992). reaffmned 
that the U.S. S upreme Coun's 
1969 ruling in the case Tinkr 
v. Des Moines Independent 
Community School District 
still provides the standard for 
when school officials can cen
sor non-school-sponsored ex
pression. 

The controversy in Texas 

the standard for restricting 
student free speech on UIll
pus that is not part of a school 
sponsored program .... " 

The cOUl1Said that school 
officials could only justify 
their prohibition against the 
distribution of the tracts if 
they could show that the re
striction was necessary to 
avoid a material and substan
tW mt.erference with the 0p
eration of the school. 

"The only evidence in this 
regard is thatsevetal students 
objected to the distribution 
of the tracts," the decision 
said. "If school officials were 

began in the 1984-85 school 

, ___ -----7----I�����gQ��_ yea.rwhen students at Hig hline 
High School in Dallas were � 

permitted toprol\.ibit expres
sion to which other students 
objected, absent any further 
j ustification, the officials 
would have a license to pro
hibit virtually every type of 
expression. ,., 

prohibited by school off:lcials �� NO � F<lRRR.t6loUS qr� 
from distributing relioious 

H ERE"_ ........ s IS JIb'" ... STrTUTfON I=� 
0' lE4IIRNI� 6 ,  �T TlIltJlI(l� � 

leaflets before and during 7c-;-;::irrr � -;-1 -:-. -------=����=---� 
school on school groWlds. 

� I� 
S tudent Gaylon Clark and others fIled 

suit against the school district claiming 
that their First Amendment rights were 
infringed by the school's restrictions. 

sponsored student newspaper that had 
not been opened as a forum for free 
studem expression. 

Although the court found the school's 
actions in violation of the FlfSt Amend
ment, it rejected the students' claim that 
the right 00 distribute re ligious ma.wial 
was also protected by the E4ua1 A;;cess 
Act That federal law requires schools 
to allow student religious groups to meet 
on campus if olhernon-crnricular groups 
are allowed to meet there. The court said 
that distribution of tracts did not consti
lute a "meeting" under the terms of the 
law._ 

In defending its action, the school ar
gued that it was entitled to limit student 
expression because the school was not 
"an open forum." They relied on the 
Supreme Court's 1988 decision in the 
HazelwQod School District v. Kuhlmeier 
case, which said school officials could 
ellercise greater control over a school-

But U.S. District Court Judge Robert 
B. Maloney said the school's reliance 
on Hazelwood was m isplaced because 
in this case the religious tracts were not 
school-sponsored . 

"This case involves suppression of a 
student's personal expression that hap
pens to occur on school premises," the 
cooo's decision said. "Tinker provides 

Legislation 
(ContifWed from page 23) 

Proposed legislation in Idaho would prOteCt school spon
sored and underground newspapers from prior review. Rep. 
Millie Flandro, D-Pocat.ello, is House Bill 246's sponsor. 

W.lsconsin Rep. Peter Bock, D-Milwaulcee, introduced Sen
ate Bill 1 1 8 for a second try after Gov. Tommy Thompson 
vetoed it last session. Brad Keney, an aid for Bock. said that the 
bill was referred to the commiaee on urban education Feb. 23, 
but is not hopeful of its passage during this session. 

In Oklahoma, a srudent fere press amendment tacked onto an 
education bill was introduced by Rep. Laura Boyd and died in 
the education committee this spring. Rep. Boyd said that legis-
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lators argued that the First Amendment was already protected 
and there was not a need for such legislation . She said' she 
plans to introduce similar legislation in the general assembly's 
next session . 

Students ftlled a Missouri House hearing room Feb. 9 in 
..suppon of House Bill 338. The bill,  sponsored by Rep. Joan 
Bray. D-Sl. Louis. rued in the education committee but is 
expected to he re-introduced in the next session. 

Rep. Lynn Jondahl, D-Okemos, has drafted legislation in 
Mich igan that would protect student journalists' freedoms. 
but has not yet introduced i l lO legislators. 

Though legislative efforts vary from state to state, each of 
the bills attemptS to return students' rights to what they were 
before rhe 1988 Haulwood decision._ 
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Ad 
(CO'IIinuedfrom 
page24J 

that Grand Blanc 
High School students 
have sex, something 
the community 
would not like. 

"'There is a need for 
these phone numbets 
and information in 
my school," Pierson 
said. ''The� are 30 
teen pregnancies right now." 

Bernstein decided to wilhhold publi
cation of the advertisement for fear of 
losing her position, she said. 

"I had a direct order not to publish the 
ad," she said. "I would lose my job. 
[RlIDning the ad) would be seen as an act 
of insubordination." 

Bernstein said the school board mis
understands theroleofthestudentnews
paper. The board believes in providing 
the opportunity for students to write but 
in a way that avoids controversy, she 
said. 

The adviser added that students pub
lish stories with controversial story lines 
in every issue thal range from homo
sexuality to abortion to teachers' resig-

rwionsand have 
not had prob
lems with cen
sorship in the 
past 

'They [ad
ministrators] 
don't read our 
paper," she said. 
"We don 't go 
out of our way 
to gi ve the paper 
to the principal." 

Staff mem-
bers said that 

part of the problem is that no formal 
policy exists regarding the newspaper 
and that the administration is ignOtanlOf 
student's rights and responsibilities as 
journalists. 

Normally, the principal would not have 
read the paper before publication, but 
Bernstein infonnedLipeof theBobcat' s 
intentions d. running the advertisement 
in order to prepare !headministration for 
phone calls they might receive, she said. 
But once Lipe heard of the advertise
ment, he prohibited the Bobcat staff 
from publishing it 

The slaffis currently trying to negoti· 
ate an agreement with Upe concerning 
the extent of their free press rights, 
Bernstein said.. 

H . h l d 
close to 75 percent of the Mellanbruch said that 19 an newspaper's press run, shethinlcsPriest'slhreats 
MeUanbruch said. to cut the journalism de-(Coru�frcmptJ,e 16) Hl·ghJ--..I-reditorsdid d' UTw.(; panment are a treCl re-
not press charges because Sull of his dissatisfaction 

Legislation 
(C01IIiMedjrom page 12) 
community, Outer said. 

Campus police at the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville as well as sev
eral other Tennessee schools currently 
keep open crime logs, but this law would 
ensure that lhe logs remain open to stu
dents across the state. 

Memphis Slate public safety offiCCl' 
Roger Fowler said that crime records are 
open to student journalists at his school. 

"I don't understand why this is an 
issue ," Fowler said. "The dispatcher 
keeps a l og and students can come in and 
get the information. That's- the way it 
should be." 

Legislative sponsors Gilbert and 
Draper said that open crime logs on 
campus are important, but reportin g crime 
statistics of !he off -campus student com
munity will make campus crime num
bers more accurate. 

"A large number of college students 
live in housing off campus or frequent 
these areas," Draper said. "It is just as 
important that this information be dis
seminated as those crimes committed 
directly on campus." 

The bill is supported by Margaret and 
Thomas Baer, who became active in the 
safe campus effort after their son's mur
der at the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville in 1988. Margaret Baer said 
that Tennessee's crime laws need to be 
expanded for parents and Sllldents to 
have the whole picture about the safety 
of the campus community in choosing 
schools. 

The bill is awaiting action in House 
and Senate committees._ " Editors voted to run the theyfeltthestudentswere willt the image the new 

picture with a story about acting on misplaced grief. publicationcrearesforthe M ar.que tte the accident to warn stu· But the uproar over the college, but said that the 
dents about the hazard- incident was enough to journalism departmenl is (ColllinlUdfrom page 20) 
ous conditions of the road enrage the administra- not the only one whose those ideas into practice we find they 
despite angered students , tion, she said. funding may be affected don ' t really exist at Marquette. It seems 
requests to turn the nega- The paper's adviser by a budget crisis. so hypocritical, ... said Millington. 
lives over to the victim'S said thalcontroversy sur- Kyle is meeting with Both Millington and Schnabel said 
girlfriend, MeUanbruch rounding the accident the pres idem to discuss that their experience has made them re.-
said. photo set the tone for the the terms of his contrac t think their experience at Marquette. 

Within an hour of the president's disapproval this spring. Mellanbruch "It makes me so sad," said Schnabel. 
paper's disbibution on of the paper. Articles in- said that if the adviser's "I love Marquette. In many ways, the 
campus ,janitors reported eluding pictures of racial position is temtinated, the past four y� ha ve been the best of my 
seeing bundles of !hem in graffiti and an abortion editors will continue to life. But given the current situation, I 
trash bins. Students had protest had angered the print the newspaper in· would have to tell a high school senior-
Slolen more than 1,000 administralionbeforethe dependent of the interested in journalism that they 
copiesofrlleHighlander, crash incident, he said. coIJege.. shouldn't come here .... . _ ._ . _._--_._-------......:::...------------------
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The Student Press Law Center grate.. 
fully acknowledges the generous sup
port of the following institutions and 
individuals without whose support de
fending lhe free press rights of student 
journalists would be a far more difficult 
task. (Contributions from November 19, 
1m through April 29, 1993.) 

Benefactors ($500 or more) 
Associated Collegiate Press/National 

Scholastic Press Association (MN) 
CoJlege Newspaper Business & Adver

tising Managers 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association 

(NY) 
Thomas E. Eveslage (PA) 
Great Lakes Interscholastic Press Asso

ciation (OH) 
Journalism Association of Ohio Schools 
Pennsylvania Scholastic Press Associa-

tion 
Quill & Scroll Foundation (IA) 
Scripps Howard Foundation 
Society of Professional Journalists Le

gal Defense Fund 
Society for ColJegiate Journalists 

Supporters ($100-$499) 
J. Marc Abrams (OR) 
David Adams (IN) 
Karen L. Bosley (NJ) 
John Bowen (OH) 
Christi A. Harlan (DC) 
Lillian Lodge Kopenhaver (FL) 
Candace Perkins (IL) 
Tom E. Rolnicki (MN) 
Helen F. Smith (MA) 
Southern Interscholastic Press Associa

tion (SC) 
Howard SpanogJe (IL) 
Youth Communication NY, Inc. 

Contributors ($25-$99) 
Jul ian Adams (CA) 
College Media Advisers 
Daily Nexus, University of Californ ia 

Santa Barbara 
Susan E. Earley (FL) 
Elaine P. English (DC) 
The Little Hawk. Iowa City High School 
Student Publications of Monmouth Col-

lege (IL) 
William O. Nutting (WV) 
Oracle, Osceola High School (FL) 
James Overby (KY) 
San Jacquin Valley Scholastic Press As

sociation (CA) 
Paul S .  Swensson (MN) 
Edson Whipple (OH) 
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Law of the StudMl Press. ft (our·y�ar project of the Student Pres. La ... Center. is the flrat 

book ever to offer an elUlmination of legal issue. confronting Amerieen', student journ.aIists, 
advisers lind education administrators on both the high achool and collegl! levels. 

The book is understandAble and readable \\';thout giving up the essential material needed 
for an in·depth undef8unding of the lecal reletionships involved in the production of atodent 
newspapers, yearbooks and electronic media. Topics covered include libel, obscenity, ropy. 
right, prior review, censofllhip and mode\ pubJicetions guidelines. 

LIlw a/ 1M � has is lVaiJaNc now. Copie/l are only $7.50. To onkr, XDd 6 cbeck for 
thai amoWlt, peyiNe 10 " Quill and Scroll," 10: 

Law of the Studellt Press 
Quill and Sero ))  

Scbool ol Journalism aod Masa Communication 
University of Iowa 

Iowa. City , IA 52242 

Other SPLC 
Publicatio ns 
The Hazelwood Packet 

A summary of the Supreme Court 
decision that dramatically changed the 
face of high school journalism with 
curren t court interpretations of it. 
Includes SPLC Model Publ i cations 
Guidelines. Single copy free with 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Additional copies $2 each. 
Hazelwood and the Conege Press 

A description of the legal impact of 
the Hazelwood decision on the college 
media. $2 per copy. 
IRS Form 990: A Public Record (or 
the Private School Journalist 

How to gel and use the tax returns 
filed by non-profi t organizations 
including private schools. $2 per copy. 

Send your order to the SPLC. 

In ternship opportunities 
wilh the SPLC are available each school 
semester and during the SwnIDe< for 
coUegeand law students with aninteresL 
in media law. Interns write and produce 
the Report , han d l e requests for 
infoonarion on student press rights and 
conduct research on legal issues. 
Interested individuals are encouraged to 
write or call the SPLC for more 
information. 

Drawings, cartoons and 

news tips are welcome and 

needed by the Report staff. Help us 
infonn the student journalism 
community by contributing your skills 
and infonnation. Write or call US at 

Student Press Law Center 
Suite 504, 1735 Eye Street, NW 

Wasbington, DC 200()6 
(202) 466-5242 
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. ... Don't Stop Now! 
A guide to 

freedom of 

infonnation laws 
for reporters 

on the move. 

Donlt run 
from your 
problemsl 
Call us first. 

Your subscription SLlpportS the work 

of the Student Press law Center. 
The StudentPress law Center is the only national organi

zation devoted exclusively to protecting the First Amendment 
rights of high school and college journal ists . 

The Center serves as a nationallegaJ aid agency providing 
legal assistance and information to students and faculty advis
ers experiencing censorship or other legal problems. 

'I1uu times a year (Winter, Spring and Fall), the Center 
publishes this magazine, the Report. summarizing current 
cases, legislation and controversies involving student press 
rights. In addition, the Report explains and analyzes the legal 
issues that most often confront student journalists. 

Defending your rights isn '\ cheap. Subscription dollars 
form a large part of our budget. 

Your subscription and contribution will help us continue 
to serve as the national advocate for the rights of student 
journalists. AU contributions are tax-deductible. 

All orders must be accompanied by a check. money order 
or signed school purchase order. 

If you have a legal question or problem relating to your 
rights as a srudentjoumalist or faculty adviser. call the Student 
Press Law Center at (202) 466-5242. 

SpfIf)Q 1993 

Please enter my subscription to the SPLC Report 
o 1 year for $15 

Along with this blank J have enclosed a check, money order or 
signed purchase order payable to: 

Student Press Law Center 
Suite S04, 1735 Eye St.. NW 

Washington, DC 20006 

Nrume ________________________________ ___ 

TiUe or position _______________________ _ 

Address ________ � 

'J 

o I wish to support the work of me Student Press Law 
Center with a tax-deductible contribution in £he following 
amount: _______ _ 

Total enclosed: ______ _ 
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Giving you the tools to 

do your job better. 
Rights, Restrictions & Responsibilities 

A new booklet from the SPLC about 
the legal issues confronting yearbook 

journalists . $6 per copy, $4 per copy for 
five or more (includes postage). 

RIGHTS, 
RESTRICTIONS ' 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

Access to Campus Crime Reports, 

Second Edition 

The updated SPLC booklet that tells 

how you can use state and federal laws 
to get information about crime on your 
campus. $2 percopy (includes postage). 

Access 
To 
Campus. 
Crime : _ .. .v'I 

Reports 
--

Send your order to : SPLC, 1735 Eye St., NW, Suite 504 Washington, DC 20006 

STUDENT PRESS LAW CENTER 
1 735 EYE STREET, N.W., SUITE 504 
WASHINGTON, DC 20006 

ATTENTION: STUDENT PUBLICATION 

Non-profit Org. 
U .S. Postage Paid 
Washington, DC 
Permit No. 4702 
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