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17 National Journalism, Education and First Amendment Groups Join 

Student Press Law Center to Ask Prosper (Texas) High School to Stop 

Censoring Student Journalism  

 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Following multiple instances of censorship of an award-winning online 
student newspaper and the ouster of its acclaimed adviser, the Student Press Law Center 

(“SPLC”) asks district administrators overseeing Prosper (Texas) High School (“PHS”) to update 
its publications policy in line with the First Amendment right to free press. 
 

“We are concerned about at least three incidents of overt censorship, the imposition of a highly 
restrictive prior review policy, the complete banning of student editorials and the highly unusual 

decision not to renew the contract of PHS’ nationally recognized journalism adviser, Lori 
Oglesbee-Petter,” said SPLC Executive Director Hadar Harris. “Each piece of this is troubling. 
Combined, they seem to signal a serious attempt to quash student journalism and student 

opinions and reach far beyond reasonable, legitimate educational purposes.” 

A letter from SPLC to Superintendent Drew Watkins, Ph.D., has been endorsed by 17 national 

organizations that stand for free press and free speech1. [The letter is appended to this release.] 

                                                 
1 The letter has been endorsed by: American Society of News Editors, Associated Collegiate 

Press, Association of Alternative Newsmedia, Associated Press Media Editors, The Brechner 
Center for Freedom of Information, The Center for Scholastic Journalism, College Media 
Association, Freedom of the Press Foundation, Journalism Education Association, National 

Coalition Against Censorship, National Council of Teachers of English, Intellectual Freedom 

http://asne.org/
http://studentpress.org/acp/
http://studentpress.org/acp/
http://www.aan.org/
https://www.apme.com/
http://www.brechner.org/
http://www.brechner.org/
https://www.kent.edu/csj
http://www.collegemedia.org/
http://www.collegemedia.org/
https://freedom.press/
http://www.jea.org/
http://www.ncac.org/
http://www.ncac.org/
http://www2.ncte.org/resources/ncte-intellectual-freedom-center/
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During the 2017-2018 academic year, PHS Principal John Burdett ordered editors of Eagle 
Nation Online to remove two editorials and an article slated for publication. He expressed 

repeatedly that the three items reflected badly on the school. SPLC’s concerns are amplified 
significantly by Burdett’s recent decision not to renew the contract of Lori Oglesbee-Petter, who 

joined PHS in 2016 and whose 34-year career as a journalism adviser includes top honors from 
major scholastic journalism organizations.   

Last year alone, Ms. Oglesbee-Petter’s students at PHS received more than 175 individual state 

and national journalism awards.  

“In football terms, Eagle Nation Online is a national powerhouse," Harris said. "But instead of 

congratulations and support for his team’s truly remarkable achievements, Principal Burdett has 
rewritten the team’s playbook, thrown unwarranted penalty flags all over the field and canned 
the coach with her near-perfect record.”  

The letter to Watkins urges the following: 

● Intervene in the situation at PHS. Allowing a principal to hijack the student newspaper to 

turn it into a public relations vehicle, quash student voices and opinions, and then 
essentially fire a teacher at the top of her profession who refuses to force her students to 
publish a false representation of the school completely undermines the teaching of 

journalism and civics.  

● Work with the Student Press Law Center to develop a publications policy for PHS and 

the school district that avoids discord by clearly providing students with the right to, 
legally and non-disruptively, air their views on matters of public concern in student 
media, with reasonable “fail-safe” boundaries for speech that is defamatory or otherwise 

harmful. 

 

Since 1974, the Student Press Law Center has been the nation's only legal assistance 
organization devoted exclusively to supporting the student news media in covering important 
issues free from censorship. The SPLC trains high school and college journalists about the rights 

and responsibilities embodied in the First Amendment and also works with journalism advisers 
and school administrators to support student media. A nonprofit, nonpartisan 501c(3), the SPLC 

provides free legal resources and information as well as low-cost educational materials for 
student journalists on a wide variety of topics at splc.org. 

                                                 

Center, National Scholastic Press Association, The NewsGuild-CWA, PEN America, Radio 
Television Digital News Association, Society of Professional Journalists, Student Press Law 

Center, Student Television Network, and Sara Stone, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Journalism, 
Public Relations and New Media, Baylor University (in her individual capacity).  
 
 

https://eaglenationonline.com/
https://eaglenationonline.com/
http://www.splc.org/
http://www2.ncte.org/resources/ncte-intellectual-freedom-center/
http://studentpress.org/nspa/
http://www.newsguild.org/mediaguild3/
http://www.pen.org/
http://www.rtdna.org/
http://www.rtdna.org/
http://www.spj.org/
http://www.splc.org/
http://www.splc.org/
http://www.studenttelevision.com/
https://www.baylor.edu/journalism/index.php?id=862891

