
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
[DISTRICT #] JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT [CITY]       
       
      
[Journalist’s Name],    ) 
      ) 
    Plaintiff, ) 
      ) 
 v.     )  Case No.     
      ) 
[Name of Public Agency]   ) 
 and     ) 
[Name of Agency Official   ) 
Who Denied Records Request],  ) 
      ) 
    Defendants. ) 
      ) 
 

COMPLAINT 
FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF  

SEEKING ACCESS TO PUBLIC RECORDS 
 

 Plaintiff [Student Name], by way of Complaint against [name of public agency] and 

[name of agency official who denied records request] alleges: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action for declaratory and injunctive relief under the Alaska Public Records 

Act, AS § 40.25.110 et seq.  Plaintiff [student’s name], an Alaska journalist, requested public 

records from Defendant [name of public agency] relating to [description of issue].  Defendants, 

however, have denied and obstructed Plaintiff’s request in violation of Plaintiff’s rights and 

Defendants’ obligations under the Public Records Act.  Plaintiff is accordingly requesting a 

judgment declaring that the requested records must be disclosed under the Public Records Act, 

and an injunction directing Defendants to disclose those records without further delay.   
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JURISDICTION 

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to AS § 22.10.020, AS § 40.25.124 

and AS § 40.25.125. 

VENUE 

3. Venue is proper in this judicial district because the claim arose within this district, and 

the Defendants may be served in this district.  Alaska R. Civ. P. 3(c). 

PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff [student’s name] is a journalist and [job title] of the student newspaper at 

[college or university], [newspaper name].  Through [his/her] reporting, Plaintiff seeks to inform 

the public about [summary description of issue or events involved].  Plaintiff is a resident of the 

State of Alaska, [Judicial District]. 

5. Defendant [name of public agency] is [describe nature of agency, and why it maintains 

the relevant records].  The [name of public agency] is the legal custodian of the records at issue 

in this lawsuit and is a “public agency” within the meaning of the Alaska Public Records Act, see 

AS § 40.25.220(2).      

6. Defendant [Name of Agency employee who handled the request] is an employee of 

Defendant [name of public agency].  Upon information and belief, Defendant [name of agency] 

assigned Defendant [name of employee] responsibility for responding to Plaintiff’s request for 

public records. 

FACTS 

7. On or about [date of initial records request], Plaintiff made a written request to [name and 

title of records custodian] for [describe records sought].  A true and correct copy of Plaintiff’s 

request is attached as Exhibit 1. 
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8. [Describe the response to the request, or lack thereof.  If the public agency stated reasons 

for the denial, include its reasons.]  A true and correct copy of [name of agency]’s response to 

Plaintiff’s records request is attached as Exhibit 2.   

[If the denial was appealed to the agency, include the following:] 

9. On [date of administrative appeal of initial agency decision], Plaintiff submitted a written 

appeal to [name and title of person sent the appeal], pursuant to [cite the relevant regulation 

authorizing administrative appeals for the agency involved.  2 AAC 96.340 is the regulation that 

governs appeals when the agency is part of the executive branch of state government, except for 

the Alaska Railroad Corporation], seeking reconsideration of the response to Plaintiff’s records 

request.   A true and correct copy of Plaintiff’s appeal is attached as Exhibit 3.  

10. On or about [date of determination denying appeal], [name and title of agency official] 

issued a determination denying Plaintiff’s appeal.  [If a reason was given for the denial, repeat it 

here].  A true and correct copy of [name of agency]’s determination is attached as Exhibit 4.      

[Adjust the above to correspond to the specific facts in your case.  State any facts that 

demonstrate the public agency’s failure to respond, to provide sufficient information, to act in a 

timely manner, or attempt to charge fees in excess of those permitted.] 

 

COUNT ONE 
(VIOLATION OF  ALASKA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT) 

 
11. Plaintiff  incorporates by reference the foregoing allegations. 

12. The Alaska Public Records Act provides: “Unless specifically provided otherwise, the 

public records of all public agencies are open to inspection by the public under reasonable rules 

during regular office hours.  The public officer having the custody of public records shall give on 
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request and payment of the [required] fee . . . a certified copy of the public record.”  AS § 

40.25.110(a).   

13. The documents that Plaintiff requested from Defendant [name of agency] are public 

records that do not fall within any of the exceptions to inspection and disclosure, as set forth in 

AS § 40.25.120(a).  [If the agency claimed an exception, refute its claim here].  

14. Defendants violated the Alaska Public Records Act by denying, obstructing and 

attempting to obstruct Plaintiff’s inspection of the public records Plaintiff requested [or, if only 

some of the records were withheld, describe the records that were withheld], in violation of AS 

§§ 40.25.110 and 40.25.120.   

15. [If the agency has attempted to charge excessive fees:  Defendants have violated the 

Alaska Public Records Act by charging Plaintiff fees for public records in excess of those 

permitted by AS § 40.25.110.]  

16. A declaration of Plaintiff’s rights, and an injunction requiring Defendants to produce the  

requested public records, are appropriate pursuant to AS §§ 22.10.020(g) and 40.25.125. 

 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

17. WHEREFORE,  Plaintiff prays as follows: 

 a. That the Court assume jurisdiction over this action; 

 b. That the Court enter an order declaring that Plaintiff has the right to inspect and 

obtain copies of the public records [he/she] requested from Defendant [name of agency]; 

 c. That the Court order Defendants to make the requested records available for 

inspection and copying by Plaintiff without further delay; 
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 d. That the Court issue an injunction against Defendants pursuant to AS § 40.25.125 

that restrains them from denying, obstructing, attempting to obstruct, or delaying Plaintiff’s 

access to the requested records; 

 e. That the Court award Plaintiff [his/her] costs and attorney fees incurred as a result 

of having to pursue this litigation; and 

 f. That the Court award such other legal or equitable relief as the court deems just 

and appropriate. 

  

 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       _____________________________ 
       Plaintiff’s Lawyer, Esq. 
 
        
 
Lawyer’s Firm 
Street Address 
City, State Zip 
Phone 
Email 
 


